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To His Hacellency, Robert Lowry, Governor of the State of 
Mississippt: . 

One of the penalties of civilization in a country with large 
foreign commercial connections like our own,is its increased lia- 
bility to epidemic diseases. Of late years these diseases have 
either occurred, or threatened to ~o often with us that many of 
the States have deemed it of vital importance to organize their 
medical forces against such, and even when neither were pres- 
ent, through prudential motives, to keep a standing army as it 
were in ‘the form of ‘boards of health” with their accessories, 
ready ut any time to be mobilized and.concentrated at points 
where they were most needed. The origin of our own State 
Board of Health can be attributed to this cause. Being one of 
the “Gulf Coast” States, Mississippi in common with the oth- 
ers, might be regarded as one of the “Gates of Entry” of epi- 
demic diseases in the United States especially that of Yellow 
Fever which originates in countries South of us. Feeling 
deeply our share of the responsibility in preventing their in- 
gress into and through onr State, the State Board of Health 
has, both in and ont of season, been on the alert closely watch- 
ing such territory which has been under its control, Several 
times epidemics have theatened especially two notabie instan- 
ces, one of Small Pox, mentioned in the report of my prede- 
cessor Dr, Kittrell, and latterly that of the su cailed “Biloxi 
Fever” in the past year, the first named was stamped out, and 
the latter so confined, that it did not spread beyond the county 
in which originated, Since my term of office commenced we 
have had in the Stateno epidemic save that of the “Biloxi 
Fever,” but from time to time there has been a prevalence in 
different localities of infectious and contagious diseases such 
as typhoid fever, measles, dysentery and mumps: the average 
health of the State has been good, Leaving out physical causes 
this can fairly be attributed to the increased kriowledge the 
people have of both public and personal hygiene, such as proper 
attention to drainage, the greater care given to potable water, 
the proper appreciation and use of disinfectants and the obser- 
ance individually of good hygienic habits-—yet, there is. much 
unlearned. SE 

The importance of the subject is my excuse for mentioning 
that which Dr. Kittrell, amongst other matters, so wisely dwelt 
on, viz: the working of our law “To Regulate the Practice of 
Medicine.”. Itis with much satisfaction that Loan bear testi- 
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mony to its increased favor as a popniar measure. Our citi- 
zens now know that the “Boards of Censors” stand between 
them and danger, and the “Boards” acutely feel this responsi- 
bility, The medical profession of our State are correctly proud 
of this law which the professions of other States may 
envy, though few possess so wise a one; not that this pride is 
engendered by its seeming to be “Class Legislation” but be- 
cause it gives those in our ranks who value their corps d'esprit 
a medium through which they can improve its efficiency and 
in the course of a short time will negative the idea that “the 
fool of the family must be a doctor.” 

This law like many others when first framed was thought to 
have met most of the requirements desired, bat since having 
been put to the crucial test of experience some weak points in 
it have been developed, two of which I desire to ask your Ex- 
eallency’s attention fo and areas follows: The lawas it now 
is requires the presence of both members of the “Boards of 
Censors” to legalize their actions: if by reason of illness or 
other unavoidable causes one of the members is prevented from 
attending a meeting it thereby necessitetes the applicants bid- 
ing their time until another meeting six months off. In con- 
sideration of this, I would respectfully suggest that it would 
come nearer obviating the difficulty by allowing the power to 
recommend for license, be conferred on one, if the other mem- 
ber, is unable to attend. The otker, is in regard to places of 
meeting which instead of being required to meet in a place “near 
the center of the district” it should in my opinion be the most 
accessible pointe, g. The town of X is the one nearest the 
geographical center of a district, but is off of highways and 
has inferior local roads leading to it whilst Z1s situated in one ` 
end of the district, but is accessible by both rail and water 
ways and has good dirt roads, consequently itisa hardship to 
require Doth the Board and applicants to tediously travel into 
the interior to X when Z is sa much more convenient. 

Other corrections of, and additions to the law have already 
been so able presented by my predecessors Drs. Hill, Kittrell 
and Taylor that it is unnecessary for me to allude to them un- 
less I emphasize the suggestion made by Dr. Taylor relative to 
requiring applicants to present at their examination a certif- 
vate from the County Superintendent of Education of the 
county in which they expect to locate, which certiticate, should 
state that they (at least) are preficient in spelling, reading and 
writing; my confreres of the “Board of Censors” will doubtless 
join me in the assertion that it is paiafully amusing to note the 
deficiency in even the rudiments of an English education of 
mëi applicants who have diplomas from recognized medical 
colleges. 

If the State Board of Health is held responsible (which it 
shauld he) for the occurrence or behavior of epidemics in the 
State, it appears to me that it would be sound policy to have 
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its jurisdiction extend over the entire State. Holding this 
opinion I would recommend that the law which allows the 
counties of Hancock and Harrison to have their own boards of 
health distinct from the State Board be repealéd and the same 
be placed as Jackson and other counties under the control of the 
State Board, otherwise, there being such a dilution of respon- 
sibility that lack of concert of action at critical times might 
ensue thereby impairing the effectiveness of all. 

Reverting to the occurrence of the epidemic fever which ex 
isted in Biloxi during a part of the fall of 1886, I will say 
that the participation in the management of it by the State 
Board, and its expenditures incident thereto will be fully de- 
tailed in the reports of its efficient “Executive Committee” and 
our worthy Secretary Dr. Wirt Johnston, ` 

Respectfully submitted, 
E. P. SALE, M. D. 
President of Miss. State Board of Health. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
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Jackson, Miss., April 20, 1886. 


The State Board of Health met in the Senate Chamber at 
12 o'clock. The President, Dr, Kittrell called the meeting to 
order. There were present, Drs, Edwards, Sale, Moore, Hyer, 
Wright, Kittrell and Kells, 

The following was introduced by Dr. Hyer: 

Resolved. That in future in the recommendation for tem- 
porary license to practice medicine in the State of Mississippi 
it shall be necessary for the applicant to satisfy the member of 
the Board of Censors, to whom he applies for license, that he 
intends to become a bonafide resident practitionier of the State 
of Mississippi. 

On motion the Board adjourned to meet again at 3:30 P. m. 


FIRST DAY—Arrerwoon SESSION. 


The Board met at3:30 o’clocke. w. The President Dr. 
Kittrell, in thechair, Present: Drs. Toombs, Hill, Wright, 
SE Bennett, Sale, Moore, Hyer, Taylor, Kells and Kit- 
trell, 

A communication was read from Dr, J. P Edwards, Secre- 
tary of the National Sanitary Convention, to convene in Phila- 
pelphia,inviting delegates from this body to meet and co-operate 
with them in the’great work of Public Sanitation. 

A vote of thanks was cordially tendered to Dr. Edwards for 
his generous offer to defray the expenses of one delegate. 

On motion Dr. Hyer was elected as a delegate to attend the 
Sanitary Convention indicated ia the above communication. 

In response to a printed circular from the National Board of 
Health Dr. Hill introduced the following: 

i. Resolved. By the State Board of Health of Mississippi that 
we have no reason to lose faith in the importance, | efficiency 
and necessity of the National Board of Health since our last 
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expression on this subject, and that we respectfully request our 
Senators and Representatives in Congress to use their influence 
to secure such legislation as may be necessary to place the 
National Board of Health upon the highest plane of useful- 
ness. 

A letter from Dr. W. H, Lipscomb, Chief Health Officer of 
Kemper county, was read and the matter contained discussed. 
On motion of Dr. Hyer, the railroad station at Scooba in its 
present condition and the want of proper drainage, be declared 
by this Board a nuisance. A further motion was also adopted 
that the Chief Health Officer of Kemper county be informed of 
the action of this Board, to so inform the railroad officials, and 
if the matter complained of is not speedily abated, proceedings 
will be commenced at once as provided by law. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer the same amount was appropriated in 
aid of the sea coast quarantine as was providea last year, also 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be authorized to 
extend further aid to the sea coast quarantine if deemed ne, 
cessary. 


FIRST DAY—Nicut SESSION. 


- The Board met at 8 o'clock r, vw. Dr. Kittrell, President, in 
the chair. Present: Drs. Toombs, Edwards, Bennett, Moore. 
Taylor, Hyer, Wright and Kells. 

On motion the Board went info the nomination of Chief 
Health Officers of counties. After one hours lavor in this work 
the Board adjourned until 9 o’clock next morning. 


SECOND DAY. . 
April 21, 1886. 


The State Board of Health met at 9 o'clock a.m. The Presi- 
dentin the chair. Present: Drs. Wright, Taylor, Hyer, Moore, 
Sale, Bennett, Edwards, Toombs, Kittrell and Kells. , 

On mution the following Board of Health was nominated for 
Jackson county: S, S. Henry, J. W. Stewart, W. A. Cox, M, 
D., £. S. Dodson and Chas. Boster. Dr, Bragg was nominated 
Chief Death Officer and Quarantine Physician of Jackson 
county. 

The following offered by Dr, Hyer was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Executive Committee be instructed to 
communicate with the Board of Supervisors of Warren couniy 
calling their attention to the necessity of having a competent 
Health officer for that county and requesting them to make a 
suitable appropriation to justify a soinpetent physician to ac- 
cepttke position. “ 
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ane nomination of Chief Health Officer's of counties was con- 
tinued. 

The roll of counties gone through with and Chief Health 
Officers nominated as far as practicable the election of officers 
was next entered upon. Dr. E. P. Sale was put in nomination 
and unanimously elected President. Dr. Kittrell in retiring 
made a few pertinent remarks touching the happy relations be- 
tween the Board and himself during his official terms, Dr. Sale 
upon taking the chair expressed cordial thanks to the members 
of the Board for the honor conferred. 

On motion the following members were elected an Excentive 
Committee: Drs. Johnston, Kells and Edwards. Dr. Johnston 
was designated as Chairman. 

On motion of Dr, Kells, Drs, Johnston, Kittrell and Taylor 
were appointed a committeé to prepare questione for County 
Health Officers to specially note in making their reports to the 
State Board of Health. 

The foilowing offered by Dr. Toombs was adopted: 

Resolved, That the President -be requested to ap- 

point five members of the Board to, prepare 
a report upon some subject on State Sanitation to be pre- 
sented and read before this body at its next meeting. Under 
the resolution the following members were appointed, viz: Drs. 
Hill Taylor, Kittrell, Toombs and Hyer. 

The following was offered and adopted: That Dr. Sale be 
requested to write and present o paper on the best manner to 
arouse public attention to the great question of State Sanita- 
tion. Thg accounts of members were presented and allowed. 

On motion the Board adjourned. 


CHIEF HEALTH OFFICERS NOMINATED. 


Adams...........Dr LE Profilet... ......-....... Natchez 
Alcorn..........Dr W H McDougal ..................Rienzi 
Benton .,...... se. Dr Frank Terrell..........,......, Ashland 
Bolivar .........Dr J W Dulaney........ US Ee Rosedale 
Carroll... Dr GW Vaager, eee Carrollton 
Chickasaw ..........Drd H Aurfee eneen .Okolona 
Clay ............Dr J EB McHachin................. West Point 
Coahoma....... Dr Ruffin Coleman........- .... Clarksdale 
Copiah......-... DrGW Purmell....... Gage Hazlehurst 
Covington......-Dr Alex Fairley:........-....Mouot Olive 
DeSoto. ..... <. -Dr D Jones... cccsses sc cecreses oe Hernando 
Franklin ........Dr L D Harrison.... ..............Turners 
Hinds .........DreWE Tod... » .. Clinton 
Holmes........ ..DeG O Phillips...........,... Lexington 
Jasper..... ..0-DeB E Tavis.........- <... Heidelberg 
Jefferson ..... «Dr N L Guiee en ccccsecssseorecesss H BEER 


Jones...... e Dt W M Peaeock,,, e esceereoeeesdullisville 
Kemper .........Dr W H Lipscomb ..,..00....ssereeenCOODR 
LaFayette ........ Dr J T Chaudler....cccceesssseree ene OXford 
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Lee, nennen, Dr R C Canningham................. Verona 
Theflore..,.........D¢e M G Davis........ © .......-Greenwood 


Lincoln ...,..... Dr E J Bowen................ brookhaven 
Lowndes ........Dr BA Vaughan ..............-Columbus 
Madison.........Drd W Ellis........ 2.0.22... ....Canton 
Marshall.........Dr Chesley Daniel..........Holly Springs 
Monroe,....... Dr J M Greene. ..asioaooanosnnnn Aberdeen 
Montgomery ......Dr BE Ward........... DEER Winona 
Newton..... Up CP Partin. ................... Decatur 
Oktibbeha........Dr W N Ames ....... ee ence aces Starkville 
Pike. ....-.........Dr G Hoover........ t.-s.. McComb City 


Quitman. .......Dr G S Johnston... e ense Marks 
Rankin....,...,.Dr WH White... useen ean Brandon 
Scott ...........De d L Murrell ee Forest 
Tate.............Drd L Roseborough..........'...S5enatobia 
Tippah..........Dr W D Carter ....... nn Ripley 
Tishomingo.. s... Dr W A Hodges,. e tee Luka 
Wilkinson........De EL Metäaheg. an Woodville 
Yalobusha.......DrH A Gant,............. .Water Valley 


REPORT OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 
FOR 1886 AND 1887. i 
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Tt is a pleasant duty to be able to report that our State bas 
been comparatively exempt from contagious and infectious dis- 
eases daring 1886 and 1887. With the exception of the epi- 
demie of yellow fever at Biloxi, one case of small-pox at 
Natchez and a few cases of scarlet fever, diphtheria, measles 
and whooping cough in several localities, no epidemic diseases 
have been brought to our notice. This is in pleasant contrast 
_ to the years 1882-3-4 during which so many cases of small.pox 
occurred in the State and which required so much money to 
control it. 

Several nuisances have been reported to us during the two 
years and in each instance they have received our attention. 


THE EPIDEMIC AT BILOXI, 


On September ist, 1886, we received the following telegram 
from Mr. J. W. Stewart, Secretary of the Jackson county Board 
of Health: 


To Dr. Wirt Johnston : : 
Two deaths and several cases in Biloxi. People leaving. 
Supposed to be yellow fever. Instruct us what to do. 
(Signed) J. W., STEWART. 
See’y Board of Health. 


The following telegrams will show what steps were taken in 
the.matter : 


Jackson, Miss., Sept. 1, 1886. 
To J. W. Stewart, Moss Point, Miss.: 

Please send Dr. Bragg or some other competent physician 
to Biloxi as an inspector of this Board to investigate nature of 
sickness, and, if necessary, fo isolate cases and institute other 
measures, including disinfection, to prevent spread of disease. 
He is authorized to employ guards and incur any other neces- 
sary expenses. Our desire is to act promptly and do whatever 
is necessary. Would be glad for your Board to advise us. 
Please answer ut once. 

Wirt JOHNSTON, 
Sec’y State Board of Health. 
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PascaGouLa, Sept. 1, 1887. 
To Dr. Wirt Johnston : 

Drs, Holt, Salomon and Scales pronounce yellow fever at 
Biloxi. We will have cases isolated. Shall we establish quar- 
antine against Biloxi? We think it necessary. 

(Signed) J. W. STEWART, 
Sec’y County Board of Health, 


Jackson, Miss, Sept. 1, 1887. 

To J. W. Stewart, Moss Point, Miss, :~ 
Your telegram received, for which thanks, We want Dr, 
Bragg or some other competent physician to go to Biloxi as an 
Inspector of this Board to remain and take charge and enforce 
all necessary measures of prevention, with fall authority to 
employ guards and to incur any other necessary expenses. 
We will pay an Inspector ten dollars a day aod expenses. Tel- 
egraph us if Dr, Bragg or any one has gone there in the capas- 
‘ity named. If not, is there any physician on the coast you 
would suggest as suitable for the place, if so, send him there 
at once to take charge and inform him whatwe desire and no- 
tify us that we may communicate with him at Biloxi, If the 
infected places at Biloxi are well guarded and other necessary 
_Measures enforced there we think it may not be necessary to 
quarantine your county. If this has not been done we would 
suggest a quarantine. 
- Wirt JOHNSTON. 


Proz, Miss., Sept. 1, 1887. 
To Wirt Johnston, Sec State Board of Health: 

Drs. Holt and Scales pronounce fever here yellow fever, 
Agreeable to your telegram I have appointed Major W., F. Wal- 
thall Inspector and Dr. Charles Pelaez Health Officer, and they 
will take steps at once to isolate cases and do. everything to 
prevent spread of disease. f 
: ` ; (Signed) S. S. Henry, 

President Jackson County Board of Health. 


Moss Port, Miss, Sept, 2, 1887. 
20 Dr Wirt Johnston: ` 
Your instructions have been complied with. Major W. T. 
Walthall experienced with yellow fever in charge and will en. 
force isolation. No doctar could be found to go there. Bragg 
is on Round Island. Instruct Walthall. 
(Signed) J. W. STEWART. 
As the Jaw authorizes us to appoint competent physicians only 
- as inspectors we had no authority to appoiat Major. Walthall and 
soexplained to him, and appointed Dr.Charles Pelaez,of Biloxi, 
to the position who took up the work inaugurated by Maj. Wal- 
thall, In this connection we desire to express our appreciation 
of the valuable services of Major Walthall, who is experienced 
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in epidemics of yellow fever, and who had promptly instituted 
the necessary measures of prevention, We also desire to say 
that we had full confidence in his ability and in not appointing 
him we were actuated by no other feeling than a desire to obey 
the law, 

As soon as we received a telegram from Dr, Pelaez accepting 
the position of Inspector, we telegraphed and wrote him fuli in- 
structions and sent him the quarantine rules of this’ Board, 
which embrace rules to be enforced at infected localities to pre- 
vent the spread of disease, 

On September 4th the following telegram was received from 
Dr, Pelaez ` 


To Wirt Johnston, H. D., Kecy State Board of Health : 

I am authorized by the attending physician, Dr, J.J. Lemon, 
tó state that there has been but fifteen cases of malarial fever 
in the supposed infected district. Wehave no new cases. All 
. the sick are now improving. The town authorities, County 
Board of Health and the State Board of Health, through its 
representative, are doing all iu their power. Rigid quarantine 
has been established against the supposed infected district. 
Disinfectants are being freely used and all other sanitary meas- 
ures rigidly enforced. We arein need of funds to pay the 
quarantine guards, hack hire, and to replace bedding of sick 
which it was thought advisable to destroy. Will keep you ad- 
vised from day to day. ; 

(Signed) Camas. PELAEZ. 
Health Officer nnd Inspector State of Miss. 


Under date of September bth, Dr. Pelaez telegraphed us that 
there were no new cases of the fever and that the sick were im- 
proving and many of them convalescent. And under date of 
September 6th, he telegraphed that there had been no new case 
in bhe past four days and that all the patients but one had been 
discharged by the attending physicians. On September Tth he 
telegraphed that all the patients but one were well and that no 
new case had occurred. 

On September 8th he telegraphed as follows : 

To Wirt Johnston, Sec’y State Board of Health: 

All the sick in the supposed infected district are now well, 
The work of disinfecting has been most thorough and complete 
and all sanitary measures carefully carried out. In view of the 
above facts I see no necessity to continue quarantine. What 
is the will of the Board? Please answer. 

(Signed) Omas. PELAEZ, 
Health Inspector Miss. Board of Health. 
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To which we replied as follows : 
Jackson, Miss., Sept. 9, 1887. 
To Dr. Chas. Peleaz, Blovi, Miss.: S ` 
The Executive Committee think it best to keep those who 
have been exposed under surveillance until noon Sunday next, 
when if no new case occurs all restrictions may be removed. 
WIRT JOHNSTON. 


On Sunday, September 12, no new case having occured, and 
as tèn days had elapsed since the last case was taken sick, the 
restrictions were removed as shown by the following tele- 
gram : 

f - "Brox, Miss., Sept. 12, 1886, 
To Wirt Johnston Sec’y Miss. State Board of Health : 

In accordance with instructions quarantine restrictions re- 
moved to.day at noon, from Point Cadet. No sickness of any 
kind in infected district. Report and other matter by mail. 

Signed) Osas. Penarz, M. Dun 
Health Inspector Miss, State Board of Health, 


Dr. Pelaez made the following report at the conclusion of 
his work : ` l 
Boost, Miss., Serr. 12, 1886. 
. To the Hon. Board of Healthof the State of Mississippi, Tack- 
son, Mississippi: ` 

Gents,—I have the honor to submit the following report of 
my labors as Health Inspector of your Honorable Board, at 
Biloxi, Mississippi. 8 Kail g 

Immediately upon the receipt of a telegram addresse | to me 
by your Honorable Secretary, assigning me to duty, I proceeded 
in company with Major Waltball, my predecessor, to the in= 
fected district at Point Cadet. I found that the Major had 
already established a Sanitary Cordon, with strict orders to 
maintain a rigorous quarantine, forbidding all intercourse be- 
tween the supposed infected district and tue people of Biloxi 
proper. These orders have been faithfully carried out by the 
guards up to the present time, 

The disinfection was-done by Mr. Allen, of New Orleans, in 
the employ of the Louisiana State Board of Health, and 
brought here for that purpose by Dr. Joseph Holt, the Presi- 
dent of said Board. He is quite an expert, and for the very 
ficient and thorough manner in which the work was done anq 
the very arduous labor performed by him, I tender my most. 
sincere thanks. 

The disenfectant and antiseptic used was the Bichlor, of 
Mercury and Muriate of Ammonia, equal parts of each, say 
two ounces of each’ in_ten gallons of water. I$ was simply 


wonderful tò notice how rapidly the bad odor around the ` 


canning factory and the premises ofthe operatives was destroyed 
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after a single sprinkling through a flower pot sprinkler of a 
few gallons of the above solution, 

The house where Miss Gox died was whitewashed inside and 
out, and throughlyssprinkléd with disinfectants, the bonuse 
where Mrs. Rhodes died being painted could not receive the 
same treatment, but was disinfected very carefully. Every 
house where the disease occurred was subjected tu thorough 
cleaning, and disinfecting, every privy, hog pen, and pool of 
stagnant water in the neighborhoed was treated in the same 
manner, af f 

The bedding on which Miss‘Cox and Mrs. Rhodes died, it 
was thought best to destroy by fire, as they were soiled by the 
excreta’ and could not be washed atonce. I desire to say in 
this connection that the people living in the infected district 
are all operatives of the canning factory, and poor, very poor, 
depending upon their daily work for bread, and that the loss of 
their bedding would have caused them great suffering had it 
not been replaced by that kind hearted gentleman, Mr, P. J. 
Montross. You will find his hill iaclosed, which I hope the 
Executive Committee will allow, as it is very reasonable. 

The locality where the fever occurred is a narrow point of 
land known as Point Cadet, about one mile and a half east of - 
the town of Biloxi proper, it is notoriously unhealthy during 
the summer and fall months, and all physicians who have prac- 
ticed in that locality are of one mind on the subject, that the 
fever which prevaited there this fall and which has caused us ` 
so much trouble and great pecuniary loss, is but a repetition of 
a fever which has prevailed there for years, and which it is safe 
to say would have remained unnoticed but for the unfortunate 
` occurrence of the death of the two ladies, Miss Cox and Mrs, 

Rhodes. 

With reference to my opinion of the fever, I desire to say 
that I was called by Messrs. Lopez, Dunbar & Co, to give an 
opinion as to the character of the fever. I saw the cases but 
once, but I made a very careful and patient investigation, and I 
arrived at the conclusion that it was malarial fever moditied by 
the surroundings, and I have heard no good reasons assigned 
why I should change my diagnosis, and therefore with all due 
deference for the opinion of others I must still insist that my 
opinion is correct. Ihave seen yellow fever and treated it 
during the epidemic of 1867 in New Orleans, and the epidemic 
of 1878 in Handsboro and Mississippi City, in this County 
and State, and it was also my misfortune to have charge of the 
Creel cases at Mississippi City in 1879, which gave rise to such 
heated. controversy and brought together so many able yellow 
fever experts, I dislike very much to speak of myself’ here, 
but I assure you I do so with reluctance, but it 1s necessary in 
order to show you that I am or should be qualified to disgnose 

-a case of yellow fever when I see it, and if you will grant my 
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ability to do so, I unhesitatingly deny that the fever at Point 
Cadet was yellow fever. . 

In conclasion, permit me to thank you fur the trust resposed 
in me, feeling that I have done all in my power to discharge 
this unpleasant duty faithfully. 

Very Respectfully, 
Cuantes Penarz, M. 
Health Inspector Mississippi State Board of Health. 

Inclosed please find bills for services rendered at Point 
Cadet, known as Infected District. 
Bill of Guards... nn sorores EEN ENER ANE AE stseseens $159 50 
Bill of Assistants to Mr. Allen. een ess nanc sereen 14 75 
Bill for Hack Hire... nt, ne uvsssseraineree sneseecasevsens 15 75 
Bill of Health Inspector. e anenee 100 25 
Bill for whitewash brash and me, EE 2 95 
Bill for bedding destroyed ...cccseee se ANEREN en 25 25 


eg 
Total $3818 45 
0 a KEEASRAEAAOKSaER ARésdtanirttezetuit Seeetuasetisseeeenega Åy DI 


I received from Major Walthall, when he turned the work 
over to me, the sum of fifty dollars, which he had received as 
a loan from the Jackson County Board of Health. What dis- 

position shall I make of this money? 
i Respectfully, 
C. Pass, M. D 

We desire to state in this connection, as has already been 
seen from the foregoing correspondence, that there was a dif- 
ference of opinion among the physicians, who had seen cases of 
the fever, as to its nature. Dr. Pelaez announced his opinion 
that it was malarial fever, and our information was that most, 
if not all of the resident physicians, agreed in this opinion. But 
wa were satisfied from the information received by us and the 
information of others, that it was yellow fever, and the cor- 
rectnegs of this opinion we think was fully sustained by subse- 
quent developments. Our duty is a very responsible one, in- 
volving as it does, the protection of health and life, and being 
satisfied as to the correctness of our conclusions, measures of 
prevention were at once adopted. 

_On October 16th the following telegram was received, which 
was the first information we had of the recurrence of the fever 
at Biloxi. 


Pascagouna, Miss., Oct. 16, 1886, 
To Wirt Johnston: , 
Fever prevailing at Biloxi; several deaths, and think ad- 
visable for you to send some good physician to investigate, 


Think very suspicious, 
| Signed.] S. S, Henry, 
President Board of Health. 


D 
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Upon the receipt of this telegram we at once telegraphed Dr. 
Shannon at Ocean Springs, who had previously been in our 
service, to go to Biloxi ad an Inspector of this Board, but as 
we afterwards learned Dr. Shannon had removed from the 
State. The next day we telegraphed to Dr. Champlin, of Bay 
St. Louis, as follows: r 

7 E 
; Jackson, Miss., Oct. 17, 1886. 
To Dr. A. P. Champlin, Bay St. Louis, Mississippi: 

We are ia receipt of a telegram from S. S. Henry, President 
Jackson County Board of Health, that there is a suspicious fever 
prevailing at Biloxi. We want you to go there at once and in- 
vestigate it and report to us by telegraph; will pay ten dollars 
a day and expenses. Telegraph us if you can go. 

Wirt JOHNSTON, 


Dr, Champlin visited Biloxi, and in company with Dr. Harry, 
President of the Harrison County Board of Health, examined 
some of fhe cases, and both telegraphed us that it was yellow 
fever. Dr. Champlin’s telegrams were as follows: 


: , Bay Sz. Lours, Ocr. 19, 1886. 
To Wirt Johnston, M. D., Secretary Mississippi State Board of 
Health : 
In compliance with your request I visited three cases of 
fever in Biloxi, two of which I unhesitatingly pronounce 
maiked yellow fever. Letter by mail. 


[Signed], A. Parker Caamenin, M. D 


Bay St. Louis, Oct, 19, 1886. 

To Wirt Johnston, M. D., Secretary State Board of Health: 
Biloxi Herald says: Three hundred cases, all kinds of sick- 
ness, eighteen deaths, twenty-five cases now on hand. About 
what I learned I think many stringent measures should be 

taken or will spread, Have called a meeting of our Board. 

S [Signed], CHAMPLIN. 
After careful consideration it was concluded that under the 
circumstances it would be useless to attempt to “stamp out” 
the disease at Biloxi, and as cases had been reported at other 
points in Harrison County, it was decided that it » ould be best, 
in order to prevent the spread of the disease, to quarantine 
Hancock County on one side, and Jackson County on the other, 
against Harrison County. We accordingly advised the health 
' authoritivs of Hancock County to establish quarantine, and 
ordered the same done in Jackson County. We will add that 

these counties were efficiently quarantined. , 
On November 1st the Hancock County quarantine rules were 
modified so as to exempt-all.of Harrison County, except Biloxi 
and Camp Grounds from their operation, and.on November 2d 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 17 


the Jackson County Board of Health was instructed to do the- 
same. 

On November 3d Dr. Pelaez, in response to our inquiry, in- 
formed ns that there had been no newcase since October 24th. 

On November 9th Dr. Champlin, of Bay St. Louis, was re- 
quested to visit Biloxi, as an Inspector of this Board, and 
make a house-to-house inspection in order to ascertain definitely 
if it would be safe to remove the qnarantine restrictions; that 
we desired him to make afull investigation of matters at Biloxi, 
and after he had satisfied himself by a careful examination, to 
telegraph us his conclusions, so that we might be in position to 
inform the health authorities of Louisiana in regard to the 
disease. We also informed him that it was our desire to not 
have quarantine against Biloxi continued one moment longer 
than was necessary, and would be glad to have it removed at 
the earliest time when it would be safe to do so. 

‘This house-to-house inspection was necessary not only to in- 
form ourselves, but also to satisfy the heaith authorities of 
Louisiana who required it, before they would remove their 
quarantine. The following extract from a letter from Dr, 
Joseph Holt, President Board of Health, State of Louisiana, in 
response to one from us asking his views as to when quarantine 
ra with safety be removed, will show the views entertained 
by him» S 

tFn reply to the closing inquiry in your letter I will ştate 
that nothing short of a carefully conducted house-to-house in- 
spection by thoroughly competent and efficient officers, ap- 
pointed and directed by the health authorities of Mississippi, 
could possibly furnish the reliable information such as would 
permit at this time, or until established cold weather, the city 
of New Orleans to be thrown open to free communication with 
Biloxi.” . 

Dr. Holt telegraphed us on Nov. 8th, as follows : 

“Board of Health adopted to~night the following resolution: 
‘Quarantine restrictions against Biloxi will be removed as soon 
as Dr. Johnston, Sec’y of the Miss. State Board of Health, will 
give positive assurance of the absence of infectious disease at 
that town.” On November 16th the following telegram was re- 
ceived from Dr. Champlin : : 


Prost, Miss., Nov. 16, 1886, 

To Wirt Johnston, M. D., See’y State Board of Health: 

Inspection finished for Biloxi. I again unhesitatingly state 
it is safe to remove quarantine restrictions at once. No new 
cases, Father Chevallier will notify me any new cases. Were 
two cases on Biloxi River, Capt. Holly and brother, some time 
ago. No new case there, Answer wishes. Report per mail as 
soon as possible. ` 

(Signed) A. Parker CHAMPLIN, 


Inspector Miss, State Board of Health, 
2—B.H, r 


18 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
Upon the receipt of Dr. Champlins telegram we at once sent 


the tollowing : 
: Jackson, Miss,, Nov. 16, 1886. 
To J. W. Stewart, Moss Point, Miss, 


Upon receipt of this please remove quarantine against Bi- 
loxi. WIRT JOHNSTON, 


Jacxsox, Miss., Nov, 16, 1886. 
To Dr, Joseph Holt, President of the State Board of Health 
of Louisiana : . l 
Dr. Champlin reports he has cow pleted inspection of infected 
houses in Bilox*® and there are no new cases. This Board will 
remove quarantine restrictions at once. 
Wirt Jouxsron, Sec’y. 


Jackson, Miss, Nov. 16, 1886, ` 
To Dr. A. P. Champlin, Biloxi, Miss, + 
Please remove quarantine of your county against Biloxi. 
We have telegraphed Dr. Holt and Jackson county. Dé 
Wirt JOHNSTON. 


We will explain that Dr. Champlin was the Pres‘dent of the 
Hancock county Board of Health as well as the Inspector of 
‘this Board. 

In this connection we will also state that immediately upon 
the receipt of the first information of the fever at Riloxl we 
telegraphed the information, in accordance with the existing 
agreement, to the health organizations which were represented 
at the quarantine conference held in New Orleans in 1884. The 
telegram, however, to Dr, Cochran, Health Officer of Alabama, 
was sent to him through mistake to Mobile instead of Mont- 
gomery and itdid not reach him. As soon asthe recurrence of 
the fever was reported to us we at once again felegraphed it to 
them. 

While quarantine is always inconvenient to those subjected 
to itand while we regret that the necessity for its enforcement 
should have.arisen, still our line of duty was perfectly clear to 
us, and our action was strictly in accordance with our sense of 
official duty. j 

We are pleased to be able to report that our efforts were suc- 
cessful in preventing the spread of the disease beyond the limits 
of Harrison county. 

As shown by the tabulated statement sent us by Dr. Champ- 
lin the last case was taken sick on Nov, 10th. 

The following report of Dr. Champlin is respectfully sub- 


> 


mitted : Sr 


* 
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Bay Sr. Lours, Miss, Nov. 17, 1886. 
Wirt Johnston, M: D., Kedy Miss, State Board of Health, 
Jackson, Miss.: 

Dear Docror—Complying with your request I proceeded to 
Riloxi, Miss „ by first train on Thursday morning, Nov. 11th, 
1886, and at once entered on duty, and respectfully submit the 
following report : 

On my arrival there I found I would need assistance to carry 
investigation to a successful issue, and being desirous ot hav- 
ing competent ones, I telegraphed the Louisiana State Board 
of Health requesting thatthey allow meto employ Mr, L. D. 
Allen, one of their officers, and who had already been on the 
ground, Am pleased to state my request was readily granted 
and Mr. Allen ordered to report to me, which: he did. I also 
employed Mr, Fred McCaleb to accompany me as he was av- 
quainted with every one, and had been employed both as nurse 
and guard, besides wishing him to dct as a detective to watch 
any one who might try to evade investigation. 

Deeming it best that there be a distinct understanding bé- 
tween the town authorities and myself I addressed the following- 
letter to Mayor Phil. McCabe and members of the city touncil: 


Box; Mise., Nov. 11. 
Capt. Phil, MeCabe, Mayor City of Biloxi, and Members 


Town Council: 

GENTLEMEN—By request of the Mississippi State Board of 

Health I have yisited your town ‘for the purpose of investi- 
-gating the actual state of sickness which has been prevalent 
for some time. E 

I have not as yet received explicit instructions as to what is 
desired of me, but I think I any expected to visit each house in 
which any sickness has been or may now be. 

I wish to quietly and rightly attend to this matter, and trast 
each and every citizen will assist me; but let me emphatically 
state that if I find anyone trying to evade the truth I will pub- 
lish it to the world and leave my investigations at once, and let 
the blame rest where it belongs, 

A. Parker Campin, M.D. 
Inspector State Board of Health, 


Mayor McCabe gave me assurances that they would do all in 
their power to assist me, and let me here state that his promise 
was fully carried out, and we met with kind acts of assistance 
from every one of said council whom we called on. 

Thinking it would expedite our labors I addressed the fol- 
lowing note ta the local resident physicians, Dra. Pelaez, May- 
bin, Lemone, Aldrich and Girardin: . 

Dear Docror—To enable mé to carry out in-a correct manner 
the investigation of the present snd and late sickness prevalent 
—or prevailing—in your city, will you please give me a list of 
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all cases attended by you. All cases of sickness desired, re- 
gardless of type, and you will greatly oblige, 

Yours Truly, 

_ A, PARKER CHAMPLIN, 


Inspector Miss, State Board of Health. 


I am pleased to state that all, excepting Dr. Maybin, com» 
plied with my request, and thereby lightened our labors, for 
which act of professional courtesy I am gratified. 7 

Mesars. Allen and McCaleb having arrived We at once pro- 
ceeded to Point Cadet and commeneed investigations, going to 
each house known to have had any type of fever, and we so 
continued to do, with exception of cases which were clearly 
given us by attending physicians, these exceptions were few; 
making a total of adults of 160; children,110; total, 270: and 12 
deaths. We counted all as adults over 12 years which Captain 
Allen informed me was usual in New Orleans. 

I, without wishing to be egotistical, can say that the investi- 
gation has been thorough in every particular, 

We have especially endeavored to find out how the disease 
was introduced, and after sifting the matter, and weighing all 
evidence, I must state that I believe the lighters taking off bal- 
lastis the cause. Tis true they may have been disinfected, but 
how often has said disinfection failed to be effectual? I believe 
you already know that I believe Dr. Murry is a thorough going 
officer and will always endeavor todo his full duty, and as 
much as any man, but it is hard to get ahead of some men es- 
pecially if-disposed-to run the blockade. I think it would be 
well if your board would see that a, law be passed requiring all 
vessels or lighters taking off ballast, and all pilots or other per- 


sous having intercourse with vessels in quarantine at Ship Is- 


land, to remain at the quarantine station during Le entire sea- 
ron, I farther recommend that the Quarantine Station be 
supplied with. provisions and all necessaries for a period of six 
or eight months, and that no communication be had with the 
mainland under any circumstances during the quarantine sea- 
son, except so far as relates to the transportation of mail, which 
should first be fumigated and then placed on a stationary barge 
or other vessel and taken off by some one from the mainland, 
which would be a virtual non-intercourse, `. 

I trust, my dear doctor, you will find this report complete 
enough, but if not let me know and I will fill up any omissior, - 
as I write in great haste, and if man was ever tried I am. 

T will mail accounts, ete., to-morrow. ` 

I have removed quarantine and am now having guard notified 
to come in, ` 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 21 


Trusting time will prove my decision correct, with high re- 
gards, I am l 
Yours. Truly, 
A. Parser Coametin, M. D, 
Inspector Miss. State Board of Health. 


Bay Sr. Lovis, Miss., Nov. 23, 1886. 
Wirt Johnstsn, M. D., Sec'y Miss, State Board of Health: 

Dear Docror—In summing up let me offer the following de- 
duction in confirmation of correctness of my diagnosis of yellow 
fever, ag true type of fever lately prevalent in Biloxi, Miss., 
and not malarial as stated to some. 

By refering to tabulated statement you will find thatin reply 
to our question as to duration of fever, the answer has been 
about 24 to 72 hours and passed off leaving the patient conva- 
lescent but weak, 

You have heard much about relapses. We failed to find 
more than six or eight such cases, and some of those I believe 
were only an indisposition caused by some indiscreet act. 

Those dying of course passing into the second stage of yellow 
fever, ending in black vomit, or a discharge of like matter per 
bowels, Others recovered even after reaching their second 
stage and experiencing this hemorrhagic character. 

Fever as above, accompanied by severe headache, pain in 
back and limbs, eyes suffused, fiery look, (seen in some cases 
even several days after attack), tongue, in some cases, indent- 
ed, white center,red edges and tips,in some bad cases assuming 
beefstenk character. Every case examined by me showed a puffy 
condition ot gums—very red even days after attack, except in 
those having hemorrhage from gums when condition would be 
puffy, swollen, but pale. Many cases met with showed a bronzed 
appearance of face, especially cheeks, looking much like the 
plate in Prof. Jones Reports, and this obtained even days after 
convalescence was established. The temperature was represent- 
ed to vary, being moderate in some, higher in others, several 
noticed the want of relation between pulse aud temperature, 
but excepting Miss Nixon, I could not EE reliable data. 
Great gastric iritability was presentin all cases, actual vomit- 
ing often, kidneys failed to act normally often, being actual 
suppression for several hours in many. Those dying ended 
with this failure, coma or convalsions ending the scene, and 
result of kidney failure. 

As to duration of fever I found evidence of all fallacious,i. e: 
when asked if they were certain as to number of hours would 
reply that after taking medicines prescribed, or domestic sudo- 
‘vifics the patient would perspire, when they thought fever had 
abated. You know what such evidence is worth. I met with 
many cases when the aduenata of eye was jaundiced, in fact a 
slight tinge, I might say, was present in all recent cases—no- 
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tiesble only in many when specially looked for, Sparkling, 
suffused, jaundiced eye, with reddish, (dark) fiush to cheeks, 
` often remaining for days. ; 

Then here we have sudden attacks, severe cephalagia, pain 
in back and limbs pronounced, sometimes chill, some uone, tol- 
lowed by a fever, which trom best data at hand, (patient or 
family) lasted several hours, passing off and not returning ex- 
vept in a few cases, and this rare recurrence often occurring 
without taking any antiperiodic. In fact Dr, Aldrich informe 
me (when Iasked him the question) that he omitted giving 
the antiperiodic in some cases and recovery was as certain and 
soon as those to whom it was given. 

Again, the kidneys were involved more or less in the great 
majority of cases, albumen being pronounced in cases where 
urine was rightly examined. 

As you see per my report mady cases were not attended by a 
physician, 

We were enabled to trace the disease from house to house 
througa its carriage by some one coming in contact with an in- 
fected person or place, for instance, in the Noble family, one of 
their daughters called on Miss A. Cox and spent a few hours. 
She returning home in a few days was taken sick, and eight 
others in same family experienced on attack, all recovering. 

Again, those who had yellow tever in "78 missed it this year, 
although those who were not there in ’78 took it this year. 

Masters, who carried around beef, happened to be in the hall 
when Mr. Edwards was lasid out. He returned home and was 
taken with same fever. And so it went on from house to house 
until material failed. 

Now if this course does not indicate yellow fever I am at a 
loss to imagine what kind of fever it was. Certain malarial 
fever never was known to play such freaks, or coune. Trust- 
ing, should an other epidemic occur that{better data will be ob- 
tained. I very much regret that an earlier house to house in- 
vestigation was not made. : 

I have just received yours of 20th enclosing Auditor's check 
for $13.70, which I beg leave to acknowledge with thanks, 

g Yours Truly, 


A, Parker Cuamerin, M. D. 


P. 5. And let me in concluding my duties to respectfully call 
your Boards attention to the fact that action of pilots, either on 
regular vessels or lighters are very loose, and after duly weighing 
allevidence athand, fully believe that the unloading of ballast in 
quarantine grounds and lighter afterwards lyingin the waters of 
Biloxi Bay, or tying up to bankor wharf was the actual cause of 
Biloxi’s trouble during the past season. 

Let our State Board have the Legislature pass an act com- 
pelling all persons, or vessels, coming in contact with any 
infected vessel, inside or outside quarantine limits, remain at 
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station for full period of existence of quarantine, and wet all 
supplies be.provided, before hand, for asix months siege, and. 
let the penalty for its infraction be so large that no one dare run 

the risk, and let informer against them receive half and be fully 

protected in his rights, And be it further understood that any 

pleasure, fishing, or gaming party who may invade said quaran- 

tine limits be held in quarantine during the rest of season ‘and 

there will be no need of moving said station. 

And further, let the officer in charge of quarantine station 
be appointed by the Governor, #8 a justice of the peace, with 
full power to maintain said act, and each man serving under 
him be made a special constable, with fall power to arrest any 
one transgressing rules, and there will be no need of a change 
of location. - 

Yellow fever never will spread to mainland if not carried by 
some one, 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. PARKER Caamprin. 
Late Inspector Miss, State Board of Health. 


Bar Sr. Lours, Miss., Nov. 19, 1886. 
Wirt Johnston, At D., Sec’y State Board of Health: 

Dear Docrorn—On my arrival home I at once set to work 
making out a list of cases seen by us during our six days stay 
in Biloxi. 

I regret not being able to meet with a new case as I would 
have been pleased to watch it through all its stages. I had re- 
ceived a very good description of a case which died, with 
pulse and temperature ranges from Miss Nixon, but regret to 
say it wasin my pocket clinical book whick I was so unfortu- 
nate as to lose, or it was stolen out of my overcoat pocket. I 
trust I will yet recover it as it containg all my notes, 

We endeavored in every possible way to find out how the 
fever was brought to Biloxi, and from what I could learn Tam 
of the opinion that the whole blame lies on the lighter taking 
off ballast, and that while infected vessel is in quarantine. 
*Tis true they are disinfected, but you know that often fails to 
prevent its breaking out again. I find that these lighters 
after discharging ballast often run around to the Back Bay of 
Biloxi and either tie up fo wharf or anchor near the shore 
and from which even bedding is often taken on shore. Had 
we been able to prove some connections between these vessels 
and Charles Holley’s family, at Point Cadet, (Mrs. H. being 
first case there) I think the matter could be settled, "De true 
Lee Elder was sick previous to her, (Aug. 1,) but his was a 
doubtful ease. He lives very near bank where lighters lay. 
About the middle of August one ef said boats was sank in 
front of his house and baggage, ete., removed to bank, We 
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tried to find some connection with it and the Holley family bat 
up to time of leaving could not find ont anything definite. 

We have reported 270 cazes of sickness) About 20 might 
be placed as doubtful, leaving 250 cases of actual mild yellow 
fever. Only one nr two cases could be found where they had 
had yellow fever before. 

I would be pleased if the Harrison county Board would have 
Capt. Allen do the disinfecting as I would then know it was 
rightly done. I hired a man to burn the old” bedding straw 
left by Mr. Samples, on which his child died with the black 
vomit. i 

Capt. Allen remained in Biloxi awaiting orders from his board. 
I wrote yesterday a letter of thanks, and think vou should pay 
him well. He is a very efficient officer and a perfect gen- 
tleman. ` 

Any points you may wish I will attend to at once as soon as 
notified. 

Trusting we may not have this trouble again, and if we should 
that inspection be made earlier, I am 

Yours Truly, 


wi 
A. Parker CHAMPLIN. 


t 


Roe Carlton was perfectly well on the morning of the 7th of 
October up to 11 o’clock, when he was taken with a violent head 
and backache accompanied with slight chill, had one continued 
paroxysm until he died. Was sick four days, towards the latter 
part of his sickness kidneys did not act freely. On the morn- 
ing of his death had inclination to vomit; passed a quantity of 
black stuff; notived he began to get black behind his ears and 
around his neck and throat, immediately after death body and 
whites of eyes turned a deep yellow or gold color, On the 4th 
of October he went to see his sister Ida (at Mrs. Parks on 
Back Bay) who had just gotten over the fever, and remained 
trom 12 until 4 o’clock, p. m. His temperature was as follaws : 


October 7 at 11 a. m. Pulse was 120. Temperature 105 
be Tat 2p. m. te 120, e 104 
ee 8 at 9 a. m, Ge WEI et 102.75 
«o Da 6pm * = 90, es 101.75 - 
nc 10 at 2 p.m, «68 ce 106.75 


3 
+ Lat 8a. m. S “Thready “ 
«IL at 12 m became prostrated and died;. fever left 
him at about 10 o'clock, ` 
R. L. M. Nixon. 


Iam pleased to say I kave just found this among my papers, 
ltis the beat clinical datz I could getot a case. Iknowit to 
be reliable 8 C. 
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In order that our official relations to Harrison county may 
be understeod we desire to explain that according fo the opin- 
ion of ex-Attorney General Catchings, to whom the question 
was submitted, we have no jurisdiction over the water front of 
that county and were,therefore, powerless to enforce any meas- 
ures to prevent the introduction of disease by that avenue. It 
is thought to be due to ourselves to make this explanation to 
show that we were in no way responsible for the introduction 
of the disease into Harrison county. 

In conclusion we desire to express our thanks to the Jackson 
county Board of Health, Dr. Champlin, Inspector, Dr. Pelaez, 
who was Inspector at Point Cadet during the first outbreak of 
the fever, and to the Louisiana State Board of Health for val- 
uable assistance. We also desire to thank Mr. Marshall,, of the 
Louisville and Nashville Railroad, for so readily and willingly 
conforming to our quarantine rules. 


JACKSON COUNTY. 
SEA COAST QUARANTINE—1886. 


The quarantine at the Port of Pascagoula went into opera- 
tion May 17th. The following extract from a letter of Mr. J. 
W. Stewart, Secretary of the Board of Health of that county, 
isthe only report we have received of the work done: “In re- 
gard to a reportof the working of our quarantine for the year 
1886, I can say that we put on quarantine, on May 17th with 
Dr. Bragg as our quarantine officer, On June 10th, he went 
with his crew to our station on Round Island and remained 
there unti! September 13th, when he resigned, and Dr. Griffin 
was elected to take charge of the Station, which he did. Du- 
ingjthe season, 69 vessels arrived at our station, and you have 
my report showing the receipts, which is all I can give you of 
the operations at the Station.” 


—1887,— 


Quarantine at the Port of Pascagoula began on May Ist, and 
the following report of Dr. Griffin, Quarantine Physician, will 
show the work done: 


To the Board of Health of Jackson County, Miss.: 


T herewith transmit my report of the conduct of quarantine 
at this Station for the season of 1887. 

Qusrantine was commenced on May 5th, and for a time the 
enforcement of quarantine restrictions was operated from the 
main land. Oa the 8th of June I came to the Station on 
Round Island, where I have remained untilthe present, except 
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an occasional visit to the shore by your permission, when the 
emergency of the service would allow it. 

During the season 85 vessels have arrived at the station 
from variotis ports in the West Indies, Central and South 
America, Mexico, Africa, Mediterranean Sea, Continent of Eu- 
rope and the United States. “Forty one of them were from 
ports known to be infected. On Jupe ‘the 18th, the Russian 
bark Ansio arrived from Aspinwall, with two’ men on board 
sick with fever, which proved to beaf a malarial character, but 
as three men from the vessel had died in the hospital while she 
was at that port, and the certificate of death, nor the consular 
bill of health did not state what they died of, she was treated 
as an infected vessel, ` 

She was detained thirty-six days for observation and: disin» 
fection, after which no further sickness having oceurred on 
board, she was allowed to load ‘in quarantine by permission of 
the Boarc, without communication with the shore, and left the 
port on August 7th, for Rio Janeiro. 

I have had but little difficulty in enforcing quarantine re- 

-strictions during the season, and have seen but a slight dis- 
position to disregard them in any quarter, and a healthy public 
sentiment in favor of a strict quarantine has helped to make 
the service more efficient and pleasant, Consular bills of 
health have improved a great dealin reliability the last four 
years, but there is yet great room for improvement, particularly 
in giving the sanitary history of vessels and their crews while 
in ports from whence they sail. $ ` 

I must except from these general remarks, the bills of health 
that came from Havana, and commend the faithful work of Dr. 
Burgess, in giving full, explicit and reliable bills of health, 
since his appointment to the service at that port, 

Unfortunately, Captains are averse to having any other than 
clean bills as they imagine foul bills will necessarily get them 
into trouble at their ports of destination. The indisposition 
of Captains to to give the health officer a correct report of the 
sanitary history of their vessels and crews oftentimes renders 
it very difficult to determine whether a vessel should be treated 
as an infected or suspected, and consequently, many vessels are 
detained in quarantine unnecessarily. It would be much bet, 
ter for the service if Consuls were required to visit and inspect 
all vessels before giving bills of health, and to certify explicitly 
everything as to the sanitary history of the vessel, the crow, 
and the part that might be of service to health officers, and 
these bills should be sealed and addressed to officers at the 
ports of destination, their contents being unknown to Captains. 

The byildings at the Station are in a good state of preserva- 
tion, During the season I had them all white-washed without 
cost to the Board except for material, and also a number of 
pines cut down-that were standing too close to the buildings. 
The fence inclosing the station is rotting down, but as there is 
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nothing on the island in the way of animals to interfere with 
the buildings, that is a matter of no consequence, 

I call your attention to the fact that there is no suitable boat 
for the use of the officers at the station, The light-keeper on 
the Island was kind enough to loan us his boat; otherwise we 
would not have been able to attend promptly to the duties of 
the service during the season. A good safe boat, with some 
comforts and protection from the weather should be provided 
before another season. 

For some reason unknown to me I have failed to receive The 
Health Bulletin,” published by the Marine Hospital Service, 
and furnished to the Stations, It is a useful) publication and 
we should have the nse of it, < . 

Without occupying space just here to give my reason for it, 
I cannot withhold the expression of an opinion that the Na- 
tional Quarantine Refuge Station should be continued at its 
present location at Ship Island. 

i Very Respectfully. 
- . E. F. GRIFFIN, 
` Health Officer Jackson County. 
Round Island, Nov, 12, 1887. 


Respectfully submitted to the{State Board of Health. 
SS Henry, 
President Jackson County Board of Health, 
J. W. STEWART, 
Secretary Jackson County Board of Health, 


The following communication was received from the Jack- 
son County Board of Health : 
Moss Porr, Mrss., October 13, 1887. 


E Johnston, Secretary State Board of Health, Jackson, 
Miss.: 

Dear Str—At a meeting of our Board held to-day, I was in- 
structed to ask of your Board assistance in keeping a Quaran- 
tine during the winter months against the Cholera infected 
ports of the Mediterranean Sea, The expense will be about 
$75.00 per month, and will be goverened by circumstances as 
to how long to keep it up. 

Yours very truly, 
J. W. STEWART, 
Secretary County Board of Health. 


D was decided to maintain the quarantine against Cholera 
during the winter, as itis the opinion that every State in the 
Union should do its part towards exclading the disease from 
our shores, and although the seacoast over which we have juris- 
diction is quite limited in extent, still we think it our duty to 
do our portion of this great work. 


Receipts and Expenditures in 1886. 


1886. 
Sept. 16 
Nov. 20 


We 20 
Nov. T 
éc 2 


Dec, 22 


+ 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS, 
Dr. 


D 


To amount from Auditor... Prec rere tiie iit yy $54.00 


To amount from AUditor......ccseccceserssseneese servers £ 
To amount due Secretary... ..1c0ccccsscesescscensacenevensenes 


50 80 


5 51 


CR. 


Stro 3r 


By postoffice box rent for quarter commencing Jan. 1st, $ 2 00 


By postage Stamps.so- cccsescecasen srcescentsnsseeeeeenssosanyes 
By postoffice box rent for quarter ending June goth... 
By postoffice box rent for quarter ending Sept, 3oth.., 
By telegrams sent and received cesses scseseceeveysesseres 
A do o aokekakhk ROHR OO CED ASQTEOLIR E 
By do do 
By do do 
By do do CHEST HSS NHesteeee Pussaeeegae & 
By do do resrertëztrreedkrge (ZITELLI TET) 
By do do WOESHERSS SECEFERGR RETA RECEH HR eg 
By telegram sent...ossecsacsereensccecsensencsersenccnensces snonee 
By telegram received....scorercecsescecsccsenseprysenasescsessens 
By postage Stampg,, ee enee su sepetvonesveessees aseeessen se 
By expressage on papers from Dr, Sale, Aberdeen, 
President of the Board ......c00cesrercsecerstectertosessenee 
By postoffice box rent for quarter ending Dec, 31st...... 
By telegrams sent and received ......cessssseveceneee senevense 
Y O do PUOTRE tee EEtREEEÉ okEuiEREEE Aregre 
By telegram SOM eet Kue egekan ant LIETI TELETITSTIILEZETITITE T E a a 
By telegrams sent and received seen a ssssessneseenescee 
do do sersivosassereäetkaneraeroresssst 
By telegrams sent......ccecessevesescsesecess NEE EE RER EEEEE ee 
By telegrams sent and received., esenepssureressopsseseven © 
By do do TTT ETH Ene 
De do do SOMRAA TRE RHOTS ADEE GOR EOO NAME ET 
By telegram, Sent. ....ccsesesncenen a KERRNK sevescsen veaesartr sesane 
By telefram received.,..,ccccssesercevennbases sereecace vevscerss 
By telegrams sent and TECEIVEM. .puevene DOVEOINSY eagegesge tee 
By telegram FOCCIVE 5 ci E 
By telegram SON trecssnayessosteses POH EH ERE Deh CSE HEE SCOKSERE UR TECTED 
By telegrams sent and Fepëieei. se reese ee ve EN ee, 
By telegram received ,.......ccssacsecuecccnnaed KEE EE EEN 
do COCR E DOES AKHTAR TE RESO GEESE EWE HES DED SURGE TEE 
By expressage on papers from President of Board, Ab- 
GEET ei E ATE TOT feanen 


By postage Stam ps.cscscsrcsceccesersescnsscnonesvnazesnenetens oe 


kéen CRREOR EEE KOO KteSHE ay 


TAROT ET EERSTE ORORHEROETRET Se FD 


4 00 


HM 
bod» Gals O U2 UN SS 


bem Oh OU N 
m 
8a NS Ou Oto 


mMinwW Rb ai D 
N Ge Col AON 
SARSSS SR SERIA 


$110 31 
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FOR THE PREVENTION OF YELLOW FEVER AT BILOXI. 
1886, Dr. 
Sept. 18 To amount from Auditor....ccsee WHAATOAEE PERESCHSEE SETS DO ETREPS $267 95 
Oct. 4 Toamount from Auditor ....sccscsscsssracserensvenesesies «= 25 25 
e 12 To amount from AuditOr.....ssssesevssynassenyenvasasseosssese 25 25 
Nov. 20 To amount from Auditor....cccccseccsssasesccesecsreecsese 13 70 
te 27 To amount from EE Ae gege Eege ée ee Nee 3119 20 


SACI 2 
1886 Cr. ease 
Sept. 18 By bill of C. M. Holley, Jrs, for services as guard from 
4th Sept, 86 to 12th Sept., inclusive, and affidavit.$ 13 75 
vn 8 By bill of William Cox fox services as whitewasher i” 
d day and AMG a Viti EE EEN 6 25 
« 18 By bill of Chas. Wentsel for services as guard, 11 days 
and UIC AVILES sssr ncvasSeubocdedesasvovsgonees an ios i adas 16 75 
« 48 By bill of C. M. Holley, Sr, for services as assistant in 
disinfecting, 1 day and affidavit.....sscovscrssscccseeres 1-75 
e Lë De bill of Dulion and Gillen for hack hire for use of 
Physician in his visits to infected district and affi- 
later dee ege Ee deeg Che HELL LATE 315 75 
«18 De bill of L, Lopez & Co., for 2 whitewash brushes, 
1 bbl, lime and affidavit....rcsesrecsrsrecensscensestaere 2 95 
« 18 By bill of John Hockley for services as guard, rr days 
ANG AFMAAVIE. ...rgocacvereroroccepecsseseccnsereccccscescegsesss 16 75 
«38 “By bill of E, V. Ladnier for services as guard, Io days 
and GMAAVIL.....,000cetnernne TSEPOASHHE | SRSHEHPHHERASSALEHEYREHOR 15 25 
« 18 By bill of Chas, Holley, Sr., for servioes as guard, from 
Kat the 2d Sept. ’86 to the rath Sept. "86, inclusive and 
affidavit... SPORES SETOPFESTERATHESAGH SHELHSOTRAS SEHPFESTORS VELOREVOD pb 16 75 
nv 18 By bill of Patrick Roberts for services as guard, 7 days 
and DERAAVIt. epecevescnecsne ssovaernsenenpeses HA LIGA CEO 10 75 
38 “By bill oft, M, Holly, Jr., for assistingin disinfecting 
I day and affidavit..........cccssvenecccescsesecscneescene I 75 
nm 8 De bill of Clem Ladnier for services as guard, 10 days 
and afidavit. crepes seensoenes easasnessseanseysaesavoxnse serne IS 25 
nv GG De bill of Robert Hardy for services as guard, 10 days 
and affidavit ososan osuorosda CLE TTIIETTEEE DEHFOE TTS PORFSALPR SETHE I5 25 
mn 18 Byhilloọf Clement Cox for services as assistant in disin- 
fecting, 1 day and afidavit.s.s.ssuseseresesussseaesasaasra I 75 
#18 By bill of Elias Rhodes for services as assistant in disin- 
fecting, 2 days and affidavit..ccussecorressrrsrre 8 25 
« 48 By bill of Elas Rhodes for services as guard, 9 days 
and AGAVE scene seccevessanccucsnvenscersenonscsressscsenss 13 95 
nm 18 By bill of Dr. Charles Pelaez for services as Inspector 
from Sept. 3d to Sept. 12th 786, inclusive and affi- 
avit SPREDeRORASESHETRS RELEReHSRHSSHBR SHES SLCAKTCSESSS SHEERS TEE ASPORA 100 25 
Oct. 4 BybillofF, H, McCaleb for services as Capt, of the 
guard from Sept. 3d; to Sept. rath °86, inclusive 
and affidavit included in amount, S... asssesseasesossessa 25 25 
©“ 12 Be bill afp, J. Montross for bedding furnished to re- 
place that destroyed and affidavit.sccvecenessesmeres 25 25 
Nov. 20 By bill of Dr, A, P, Champlin for services and expenses 
as Inspector in going to Biloxi to investigate the 
out-break of fever there on Oct. 18th. .sesssaesissaesees IZ 7O 
vg än De bill of Dr. A. P, Champlin for services and expen- g 
ses as Inspector from Nov, 11th to Novy, 17th, inclu- 
` siye; in going to Biloxi and making house to 
house inspection, ebe apeseseng DEET NENT ét 20 


3 $452 35 
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FOR QUARANTINE PURPOSES, 


Quarantine Inland in Jackson county to Prevent the Introduction of Yel- 
low Fever from Harrison county. 


1886. Dr. 7 


Nov. 27 To amount from Auditor. ...ccsssacecscee + sssetsecceessseens $485 OO 
Dec. 28 To amount from AuditOr...s.sssssessssersesererosaosssensssas 48 OI 


$533 00 


1886, Cr. 


Nov. 27 By bill of A C. Bradford for 30 days services as train 
Inspector from Scranton ,...csecececcecees sanerseaneseseee $75 OO 

n ag Pe bill oft, D Moore for 30 days services as train In- 
spector for Jackson eoupnte,, use sersereteaseesesusseesse 75 OO 

« ap De bill ot H. H. Foy for use of boat from Oct. zoth to 
Nov. 16th, inclusive.....csecceee aceesacecesteserserseatesess 10 00 

«& ag «By bill of W. D Bullock for 28 days services as train 
Inspector from Ocean Springs......cccscerrsresssesessces 70 OO 

vz 27 By bill of H. H Eoy for services as guard from Oct. 
Poth to Nov, 16th, Inclusive... enee sees seevenctsceresese 42 CO 

«& 27 Be bill of J, D Minor for services as guard from Oct, 
2oth to Noy, 16th, INCIUSIVE, ue keng Nee oa KR KE KN vun 42 OO 

nm ag «By bill of Louis pelea for services as guard from Oct. 
2oth to Noy. 16th, fnclusive.,,.cccsscccsssssesssersesess 42 OO 

mn ag Be bill of J. B. Ryan for services as guard fram Oct. 
I9th to Nov. 16thy inclusive, eessen sesesevescensseres 43 50 

‘© ag By bill of R. C. Bellman for services as guard from Oct, 
i roth to Nov, 16th, INCLUSIVE. .cecrseccsereracens ECOLE? 43 So 

« ap Dr bill of A, E, DeSave for services as guard from Oct. 
20th to Nov. 16th, INCIUSIVE. esacreccsrcecsee’ e etehedegdég 42 OO 

Dec, 28 By bitlof Michael Hart for 12 months storage, up to 
Oct, Ist, on quarantine property at OSYka..sessæsasese 48 00 


7 $533 00 


EH 


AMOUNT Furnished the County Board of Health of Hancock county to 
assist them in conducting a Quarantine against Harrisou county to 
Prevent the Introduction of Yellow Fever. Under an “Act to aid the 
County Board of Health and Quarantine in the county of Hancock and 
Harrison and for other purposes,” approved March sth, 1886, 

1886. 


Nov, KËNT Qeunecens soeeen E, p200 oo 
Di 


EK TTT CCUTRE TER ODDERE 120 OO 


Dec, QS ccciacodeccbaccdewssoeussderecexactessectecksscashestesancsscasicccesds® serasa 7 85 


$327 85 


ON ACCOUNT OF SMALL-POX. 


1886. Dr. 
Aug. 5 To amount from EE, tege ee $2 oQ 


1886. ` Crs 
‘Aug. 5 By Byron Lemly’s bill for 20 points Vaccine Virus... $2 00 


DH 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 31 


AMOUNT Furnished Jackson Gounty Board of Health under the provi- 
sion of an Act supplementary to an Act to amend the Statutes in re- 
gard to Boards of Health, approved Feb. 28th 1880. 


1886, . ; 
May ZO. eeneg seuedhsbasbencetagusssssouanessenso anegsones sheseeces easset sarata POO OO 
Aug, ET eoveauens creased 500. DO 
Oot, EEEN EA dE NR cs Ae Ee 27000 


Nov. ZT saracenes sevevacnesssnecennseneedoes Fafe sr Een Rapeadees seeasenancagsssees cotese 421 OO 
` 


$1,699 00 


p 
D 


EXPENSES of Members and their Per Diem in ENER: a aoe at 
Jackson on April 20th and gist, ` to : 


J. wW. Bennett... ees ker Redan TTT TT TTT sovens $22 80 
R S, ToOmds, ....sscerccessvescnssectecsennscsesccsenscsensccsccesarssenssecstessess 34 OO 
B. F, Kittrell E O A AEE NT 30 70 
J. M, Taylor .coossrcesvacnnasscngusceanasspenaescsvenncvacetenocessatasscasuvasssane 31 30 
J. P. Moore, seyesupescessrsenasteneneasoraqeregnonceqnes sensenaseanenssess aobpuaess © 24 80 
R. py E AWALdS...cesetvecseseses DZ ER EE nogpoavagoreros 20 DO 


en E (3700 


E KA D, Hilsas AREHHRAEH CESHATHHS PADEERHEHESHESHUSTCHRE SHG ORESCHSIESHCOTOVAIENH ODS 34 Do 
John Wright ..scsses Sitten Fue LETTE EDES fe voun ade penaseadgveanssesentcecs 35 OO 


W, P. He ONT PITTTTVITITITIVITITITITIVT TTT iit tite, 37 30 
ege 


Secretary’s Salary. coscsesescscovces Va de CO 


D 


we Li Sé > ~ 
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~ Reportsof Chief Health Officersof Counties. 


a tes 


ADAMS COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. L. E. PROFILET, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


When I made my annual report for the year ending Sept. 30, 
1885, three cases of small-pox had developed from August 24th 
to September 24th, and, at the time the indications seemed favor- 
able for no farther extension of the dreaded disease. As my 
hopes were doomed to disappointment, I have thought it best 
to continue the history of what afterwards appeared to threaten 
Adams county with an epidemic of small-pox, The case re- 
ported on the 24th died. This house was thoroughly disin- 
fected and whitewashed, and the infected clothing burned. 
Just as my fears began to be quieted as to a further extension 
of the disease, on October 19th, a suspicious case was reported 
on a plantation about six miles from Natchez by dirt road, but 
not more than two miles on an air line from the first infected 
place. I immediately visited the place and isolated the case as 
well as I could, and vaccinated all in the vicinity with virus 
just received, and no other case was reported there, although 
the vaccine matter did not prove effective. Again there was a 
lull, and no other cases were reported until November 9th, on 
another place on the Natchez side of the creek leased by a ne- 
gro man, and about three miles from town. I visited the case 
in the morning—it was reported about 8 o’clock at night—and 
found a case of confluent small-pox. He had eome about one 
month before from the plantation adjoining the one on which 
the last case occurred, and being a cousin of the young man, the 
inference that he had been in contact with him seems plausible. 
I immediately isolated and had him strictly guarded, allowing 
only essential communication, and vaccinated all near him. But 
as the sequel proved, others had already been exposed. Still, 
had the virus been effective, the other cases might have been 
prevented, for they did not develop until sufficient time had 
elansed for vaccination to protect them. The man died in one 
week, and I had all the bedding and clothing in the room burn- 
ed, and the building fumigated and whitewashed inside and out- 
side. I did not keep a record of. my vaccinations and revacci- 
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nations necessitated by the vaccine matter being inert. The 
next case reported was on December 2nd, in a different direc- 
tion on a place near the river bank, and some miles distant. I 
took the usual-precautions, except vaccinating, for I had as yet 
failed to secure reliable vaccine matter. There were four others 
in the same room, the honse containing but two rooms, one of 
which was filled with pea vine hay. As they had all been ex- 
posed, I was compelled to detain all. , The hay I burned so that 
the guard could use the room, there being no shelter of any 
kind within a quarter of a mile to protect him from the in- 
clement weather prevailing at that time. While visitlng the - 
last mentioned case, it was rnmored that more cases had devel- 
oped where the man had recently died. On visiting the spot I 
found five new cases which had not been reported to me, one 
man and four children, and I thought they had tried to conveal 
them from me for fear of being quarantined. They had all 
-been vaccinated but without a successful result. As the situa- 
tion was becoming alarming, I immediately employed two 
guards for that locality as there were five houses and fifteen or 
twenty young and old who had been exposed and whom it 
would have been dangerous to allow to mingle with their 
neighbors. My intention also was to convert this place into a 
pest-house if it became necessary. All these, people I. vacci- 
nated three times, successfully only the last time after the mis- 
chief was done. And even then it failed with one child, and ~ 
she was the only other case on the place in whom the small-pox 
developed after the last five. There was another case in the 
neighborhood about a quarter, of a mile distant. This was a 
boy who had been in the habit of playing witn the children on 
the-infected place, and contracted the disease there. I had him 
and his grandmother, the only inmates of tne house conveyed 
to tlie place I had selected as a pest-house, and had her house 
disinfected, and allowed no one to move into it until after the 
quarantine was raised. It did not require much compulsion, 
however,,as all the neighbors were afraid to go near the house. 
„l think the quarantine was rigidly enforced, as my guards 
were reliable, and the fear of the disease on the part of the- 
heighboring negroes kept them away, and made them vigilant 
to prevent any infringement of the quarantine. There were 
three deaths at this camp. I did not move the case from the 
house near the river as it was well isolated, and to move him 
would. have exposed so many persons. I only employed one 
guard at this place on account of the natural isolation of the 
place. Of the remaining four in the house three took the dis- 
ease and one died, making four cases in that house, and one 
death, and that from bis own imprudence. ‘The last case re- 
ported was on January 10th, 1886, at Glen Cannon, a suburban 
residence one mile from Natchez and two or three. miles from 
either of the infected places. This case was a white man, a la- 
borer E the place. He had a light case of varioloid, although 
—-B.H. a 
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he bore the positive marks of having had the small-pox, and 
had formerly been a nurse in a pest-house. He was in a build- 
ing not more than twenty yards from the dwelling of the owner 
of the place, and, on investigation I found that there had been 
a negro man sick in an adjoining room who had recovered and 
gone to work whose disease was considered ‘‘Poison Oak,” but 
on inspection I pronounced his disease smallpox. This case 
had not been reported, and as there had been constant inter- 
course with the owner’s family, where, besides the lather and 
mother, there were several children, none of whom hati Been 
vaccinated, my wonder is that they should all escape: I vac- 
cinated all in the family and neighborhood with virus just re- 
ceived from the State Board, and moved the man and his wife 
to the pest-house, and, required the owner to disinfect the 
building. By the 19th of January all the cases had recovered, 
and clothing and premises disinfected, and such articles and 
clothing burned as I considered essential for preventing any fur- 
ther spread of the disease, and I discharged all the guards and 
declared the quarantine raised much to my relief, as the duties 
of my position had been hazardous as well as responsible. 
Had the first lots of vaccine virus I was able to obtain proved 
reliable, I feel confident that the disease would have’ been 
checked sooner. Our Board of Supervisors manifested their 
appreciation of my services by endorsing all my actions in the 
matter and promptly defraying all the expenses, which, from 
the nature of the circumstances were very heavy, but nothing 
in comparison with what might have been the result if stringent 
measures had not been pursued. 

On April 26th I reported another case of small pox in the 
city of Natchez. It was a woman, and.she had been here for 
sume days before the disease developed. She was isolated and 
strictly guarded, and no other cases resulted. At the time, 
thinking it might be needed, I wrote for twenty points of vac- 
cine virus. Dr, Kells was acting as Secretary of the Board at 
the time, and having no reliable matter on hand, with com- 
mendable forethought wrote to the National Union Vaccine Co., 
` Chicago, to forward the points direct to me. J received them 
promptly, yet I did not obtain a single successful result from 
them, In due time I notified the company of the fact, and 
they did no‘ hesitate to duplicate the order, and eren then I 
was but little more successfal, succeeding in only one or two 
«ases. I do not consider it my fault, for I was particularly 
careful and followed implicitly their printed directions. It is 
by no means the first time that I have been disappointen in the 
bovine virus, When perfectly fresh I prefer it, but in an emer. 
gency I prefer the humanized crusts one or two removes from 
the cow when obtained from healthy subjects. Two good-sized 
crusts will vaccinate about sixty persons, and when not re- 
quired for immediate use, they can be relied on for at least 
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thirty days. I have heard of no gher case in the county since~ 
April 26th. : . 

Except the small-pox there has been no other very notable 
sickness during the past year, and no epidemic of any kind. 
Last winter was quite severe for a iime, the thermometer being 
reported as low as 4°, and one indiyidual claimed that his indi- 
cated 2°, but the Spring months were not accompanied by as 
much pneumonia as, in my experience usually follows a severe 
winter. There were the usual cases of derangement of the 
bowels, but not as prevalent, or as severe ag during the pre- 
ceding spring, Our customary malarial diseases were later in 
developing, and there was but little sickness until August, when 
fevers of different kinds were very prevalent. The month of 
September has been comparatively healthy. We heave had 
comparative immnnity from typhoid fever this year, although 
last year there were many cases. In fact, with the exception of 
the threatened epidemic of small-pox, the sanitary condition of 
the county during the past year has been quite satisfactory. 


AMITE COUNTY. ` 


REPORT OF DR. 0, H. BATES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I respectfully submit my report as Health Officer of Amite 
county: j 

The health of our county has not been as good as last year. 
Though I don’t believe we have had any more intermittent re- 
mittept typho-malarial and typhoid fevers this year than last. 
But we have had in the western portion of our county an epi- 
demic of flux, that caused more sickness-and distress than 
has been seen in this portion of our county in years. It was 
perhaps worse and even more fatal in the vicinity of Merwin 
than elsewhere, though no portion of our county“ escaped this 
monster of disease, isolated cases occurring here and there 
throughout the country. 

It is impossible for me to give or even approximate an accn- 
rate mortuary report, but it is an acknowledged fact that our 
diseases have been of an unusually malignant type this year, 
and as a natural result a fatality above an average, 

I report two cases of malarial hematuria. Both cases oc- 
curred in my practice, one on the 8th the other on the 12th of 
September, These are the first cases that-I have seen on the 
Amit: river in six years, 

ve also have had some cases of mumps, measles and ro- 
seola. 

The sanitary condition of our county jail is very good. Its 
ventilation and cleanliness is as good as any prison, and is 
whitewashed on the inside annually. 
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BOLIVAR COUNTY. 
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REPORT OF DR, J. W. DULANEY, CHIBF HEAETH OFFICER. 


Please find my report as Health Officer of Bolivar county, ` 

_ Mississippi, commencing Octcber Ist, 1885, ending Septem- 
ber, 1886: , ` R 

First, as to general health of county I regret to state that our 
county has not beep as healthy this as the preceding year. We 
had many cases of so-called malarial hematuria during the 
mouths of. October and November, but few cases of pneumo- 
nia during the winter. Consumption is quite exceptional in 
this swamp country. The country during spring months is 
almost free from all diseases. During the early part of last 
summer we had many cases of dysentery caused from impure 
drinking water and the want of fruit and vegetable diet. 

We have neither city hall or theater building. 

Our public schools are well ventilated and pupils are safe 
from fire. We have but few markets. They are conducted so 
far as I can ascertain in such a manner as not to endanger pub- 
lic health. 

We have escaped, as you know, from contagious and infec- 


tious diseases. 
3 


CLARKE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. A. V. WOOLVERTON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER 


Tam thankful that I have no epidemics to report from Clark 
county. The usual state of health has prevailed since last re- 
port. Clark is a healthy county. 


H 
puau S 


COPIAH COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. W. PURNELL, CHIEF HEALTH OEFICER. 


Since my last report to your Honorable Board, there hag not 
much of importance transpired in our county. | 

The fall months of 1885 were dry and pleasant, and the 
health of our whole county was better than I have known it 
for many years. 

The old year went out in a blaze of glory. Such warm, de- 
licious, balmy weather I never remember to have experienced, 
and to crown all, Providence blessed us with a continuation of 
health. , i 

But two-faced January seemed determined to show us his 
rough, bleak face in all its ugliness. The weather during the 
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month was the coldest within the recollection of the “oldest 
inhabitant,’ and during the whole month it was wet and 
cloudy, we not having a fair day from the 7th to the 30th. 
Still the health was good, typhoid fever to a limited extent 
prevailing, together with measles and an occasional case of 
pneumonia. 

The months of February, March and April were character- 
ized by cold, wet, changeable weather, while the health of the 
county continued quite good with the above-mentioned diseases 
prevalent in a slight degree. 

The summer months were warm as usual, and the health was 
good except in a few localities, Wesson and some neighbor- 
hoods situated on the water courses. Dysentery seemed to be 
the prevalent disease, and in some Jocalities it was quite fatal, 
due, I think, principally to want of proper medical attention. 
Typhoid fever was also more extended, and in many cases it 
proved uncontrollable and fatal. 

September has also been healthy. Typhoid fever still con- 
tinues, but malarial fevers are not so prevalent as usual at this 
season of the year. The prisoners in ouq county jail have also 
enjoyed the general immunity from diseasé. 

Taking the year as a whole, our health has been above the 
average year. 3 


COVINGTON COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. ALEX. FAIRLEY, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


Complying with my duty as Chief Health Officer of Coving- 
ton county, [again submit my regular annual report for the 
year ending October lst, 1886: 

During the warm summer months dysentery of a seyere form 
made its appearance, some few cases proving fatal among 
children. There-was nothing unusual in the cases of bilious, - 
remittent and intermittent fevers that occurred. There were 
but few cases of typhoid fever ; parotitis (mumps) appeared in 
- some localities, but gave no very serious trouble; it still lin- 
gers in some places. 

This county has been invaded by one contagious disease of 
which I have heard but little since the surrender of the Con- 
federate forces by General Lee, in April, 1865. I allude to 
“Scabies,” commonly called the itch. This distemper, if such 
I may call it, seems to have spread rapidly before its true char- 
acter became known. Some would call it “humor” in the blood, 
others supposed they had been poisoned by some’ noxious 
weed. Many applied to me for relief. One gentleman when 
informed that he had the “itch” became indignant, gave ex- 
pression to many ugly words—swore if he knew who commu- 
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nicated tbis ‘‘mange” to him he would shoot kim on sight. 1 
have been at some trouble to ascertain if possible how this 
dreaded malady gained such a foothold here, and from the best 
information obtained in the investigation of the subject, I find 
that it was imported from North Carolipa. A resident of that 
State came to visit relatives in Smith county and left this sou- 
venir with them. From Smith it spread to adjoining counties, 
it may be to adjoining states. Ihave been reliably informed 
by two intelligent young men who visited the great and grow- 
ing State of ‘Texas, that they planted the “Acarus” there, and 
it had taken root and was flourishing and spreading rapidly, 
and instead of being confined to the two small and compara- 
tively insignificant counties of Smith and Coviugton, it may 
yet assume a national importance. It is gratifying, however, 
to know that all those who resorted to the orthodox plan of 
treatment (an ointment of sulphur and lard) were speedily re- ` 
lieved of this relic of the late unpleasantness. I would pro- 
nounce the sanitary condition of our county jail good, though 
the institution itself presents visible signs of decay. 


a 


DeSOTO COUNTY, 


REPORT OF DR. T, M. JONES CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


In submitting the following as my Annual Reportas H. O. 
of DeSoto county, I feel constrained to compliment my co- 
workers as sanitarians, ‘and congratulate the people of this sec- 
tion of the State for their unprecedentedly good health for the 
past year, 

I have been a practising physician in this immediate locality 
for thethe past seventeen years and can safely and positively 
assert that we have had less sickness by 30 per cent for the 
past twelve months than any other past year,during a close ob- 
servation for seventeen years. We have had no epidemics at 
all, of an infections or contagious character reported exeept 
four cases of Diphtheria, two of which occurred in my own 
practice. The cases were promptly isolated and confined to 
the two families in which they occurred, at about the same - 
date, some time in June. - One of the cases proved fatal. and 
the house was fumigated and the clothing which had been 
used during the child’s illness was burned. We haye had some 
(but very few, comparatively speaking) cases of ‘‘hemorrhagia 
malaria.” The cases seem to be more manageable since we 
have almost universally adopted the hypodermic plan of medi- 
cation., Link many of our former failures with this diseaga 
resulted from the fact we medicated by the stomach, overlook- 
ing the fact, that it is an adynamic disease and the stomach is 
so enfeebled by the nervous prostration that it can no longer 
perform its physiological functions and elaborate the remedies 
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placed in te keeping. Our malarial troubles while they are 
gradually becoming less numerous, are more frequently sapar- 
veped with the low or typhoid type of the disease. 

Whereas, formerly I don’t think we met with more than one 
per cent of the “typho-malarial” type in our continued mala- 
rial fevers, now I think we will find at least three per cent will 
assume that form. 

Since my last report, the voters of my delectable village have 
deemed it expedieut to elect me oneofthe “City Fathers’— 
the municipal office of alderman—while it will not subject me 
to the proclyting influence of 3 “J. Gould syndicate,” that I 
might incur the unpleasant fate of New York's Alderman; it 
hag brought me into more intimate relation withthe town au- 
thorities, and as our Lord Mayor appointed me a ‘committee 
of one” for sanitary purposes, with the town Marshal at my 
command, I bave been enabled to have promptly executed any 
sage sanitary suggestions that might oecurto me as a “pro 
bono publico” purpose. We were wide awake and “qui vive” 
on this border of the State when that ever faithful and prompt 
sanitary ‘‘Nestor” Dr, Holt made his report on the Biloxi Yel- 
low Fever cages, and we do most sincerely and enthusiastically, 
as a sanitary officer, approve the unhesitating aud sensible ac- 
tion of onr own State Board of Health in the premise, 

Hoping that the other counties of our State may all feel pre- 
pared to make as favorable Annual Keport to youas mine and 
that we may all live long to make many more, 

b 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, J, A. MEAD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


I hava the honor to submit the following report as Health 
Officer of Hancock county for the year ending Sept. 80th 1886, 

During the past year the health of the people of the county 
has been good. We have been free from epidemic or conta- 
gious diseases except whooping cough iñ winter and spring 
months, Dysentery prevailed in May and June. Less than 
the usual number of cases of Malarial fevers during the Sum- 
mer, and these of a very mild type, these of the past month have 
been more severe, but no cases have occurred which could have 
been deemed suspicious, ‘The sanitary condition of the jail 
and poorhouse is good. 

August 29th the local Board of Health of Bay St, Louis or- 
dered and enforced quarantine against Biloxi, Miss, Yellow 
Fever having heen reportéd at that place, Nu action was taken 
by the County Board of Health ata meeting held Sept. 2d. 
Have earnestly endeavored to collect the vital and mortuary 
statistics of the vounty, have made direct appeals to the physi- 
cians of the county, but without satisfactory results. The 
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County Board of Health who have charge of the sea front (so 
far as protecting the county against the introduction of conta- 
gious or infectious diseases from foreign ports) ordered quar- 
antine against all infected ports to commence May 25th and to 
continue until Oct. 20th 1886, all vessels from infected ports 
were required to report to Dr. Murry of the Marine Hospital 
service at the Ship Island Quarantine Station for inspection. 
Dr. Murry has been faithful and efficient in protecting our in- 
terests, 


EH 


HINDS COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. E. TODD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I beg to report that my duties as health officer for the year 
1886 have not been atalllaborious during tie past year. We 
have had no epidemic of any contagious diseases, except mea- 
sles which has prevailed in small sections of the county, but 
such epidemica have been very mild. We have had during my 
term of office the usual diseases prevaling in this distriet, but 
such has nət been attended bya high rate of mortality. On 
whole I believe the mortality during the past year has been 
less than during previous years. I have made such inspections 
as I deemed necessary and advised such sanitation as I deemed 
needed. Gentlemen its a pleasure to state the good health that 
has prevailed and I hope no epidemics may occur to call my 
services in‘o requisition, but should such ovcur I am ready at 
all times to take steps toward the suppression of same. 


HOLMES COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. C. PHILLIPS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


The health of Holmes county for the past twelve months end- 
ing September 3rd, 1886, has been unusually good. A circum- 
scribed region about Acona, in the northern part of the county, 
waa visited by dysentery during the months of June and July, 
and for atime it was almost an epidemic in that locality. No 
special cause can be given to account for it—being confined to 
a high and usually healthy region; the peopleusing well and cis- 
tern water; no analysis of the water made. It was near Carroll 
county, adjoining the district that suffered so from dysentery two 
years ago. Comparatively there were but few deaths, although 
many of the cases were severe. 

During August and September we had our usual visitation 
of malarial fevers, of not so grave a type however as they gen- 
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erally ave in our swamp district, and more amenable to treat- 

ment. E . 
Altogether the year has been one of fair average health, Our 

county poor house and jail are in good sanitary condition. 


e re 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, E. J. BOWEN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


tb mae as 


I beg leave to offer the following report for the year ending 
October 1st, 1886, 

At the date of this writing the health of Lincoln county is 
unusually good. 

I do not think there has been a death from malarial fever 
during the summer and fall within an area of ten‘miles around 
Brookhaven, though there has been some fever about mill ponds 
and along the small creeks. "` 

If there has ‘been any contagious diseases, except an occas. 
ionaly small number of of cases of measels and whooping cough, 
T have been unable to hear of them. 

. The people are not much concerned about sanitary sciences 
in this section, and there is as yet no means of getting any re- 
istration of births and deaths and consequently no statistics. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. B. A. VAUGHN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


D 


In my last annual report I stated that we wera visited by a 
wave of catarrhal affections, and that the menengis of the spinal 
cord were in many ‘instances volved, About the time of re- 
porting, the term of the industrial Institute and College for 
white girls,” located at Columbus, opened ; pupils came fiom 
all parts ofthe State; a very large percentage of them suffer- 
ing from this catarrhalinvasion; and In them a new feature 
was observed, namely: an enlargement of the glands of the 
neck and face ; some of them quite paioful and disfiguring; 
this tendency was generally confined to the submaxillary glands, 
though the parotid glands were also often enougt implicated, 
for a suspicion of mumps to creep into the College; mdeed 
some of the pupils who returned to their homes during the 
Christmas holidays. returned with confirmation of the suspi 
cion from their home physician ; the fact that the submaxillary 
and sublingual glands were the more frequently enlarged than 
that of the parotid; and that the invasion of the glands was nl- 
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ways preceded by a catarrhal attack caused me to adhere to 
my views, and I now reportit, because I have been unable to 
find notice of it in the books, or observation of reporters, so 
far as my research has extended. . 

The general health of this county has been good and the 
mortality small, especially among the whites, nor Ras the mor- 
tality with the blacks been large until the last few weeks. 
Measles and whooping cough which came to us from Macon, 
Miss., in August last. has caused some mortality among chil- 
dren, as well as cases of remittent fever, not treated at ail by a 
physician, and poorly nourished while sick, have proved fatal 
to both adults and children. oo, 

We have had an exceptionally low mean temperature, only 
a few days in June and September was the thermometer in the 
nineties with us. I regret loosing the register changes 
in barometer, and ozone; my absence in the east during the 
winter, caused an interim in such observation, and thereby de- 
stroyed in a great measure their interest and value. 

As Health Officer for the county, I advised with the muni- 
cipal authorities of the county, as to the reported yellow fever 
at Biloxi, and counseled quarantine against that place so long 
as the State Board of Health kept it under its immediate In- 
spector. I gave such counsel because a number of our winter 
residents made home for the summer at Biloxi, and believed if 
they were compelled to leave that place they would naturally 
look to resuming their homé here. 

I am gratified at being able to say the officials of the railroads ` - 
co-operated cordially with the Health officer in every measure 
deemed necessary to prevent the introduction of suspected per- 
sons, or material of all kinds. 

The public bnildizgs of the county used for school purposes 
are fair; sanitary rules were not much observed in their econ- 
struction, exceptin the I. F. and C. The heating of school 
rooms are chiefly by the means of stoves, which are situated to 
supply heat without considering a fresh air supply. ` 

The county jail is an old structure erected some forty years 
ago, and has not been improved since its construction. Itis 
not sanitary, nor dol think it can be made so, Prisoners are 
compelled to use their rooms of confinemeut for all purposes. I 
have failed to impress county legislation with the necessity for 
a ehange, even though prisoners after they are liberated by 
due course oflaw, soon goto that narrow prison house, the 

rave, ` cs 

The catarrhal epidemic before reported at the I. I. & Col- 
lege, I think was made long, lasting and more severe because 
the rooms were kept too warm; I often found the temperature 
in the rooms of inmates 82 and 84degrees. I called the atten- 
tion of the President to this fact, at the same time suggested the 
necessity of using at least in the halls thermometers; they - 
have not as yet been supplied. I had the boor to forward you 
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last year a full report of the I. I. and College as to sanitation 
and hygiene, but too late to be incorporated in the published 
proceedings of the Board of Health, TI beg leave to refer now 
to that report, and request it be made a part of this report, be- 
cause of the interest generally to nearly every county of the 
State. ; 

The average absenteeism from all causes from the publie 
schools of the ccunty is about 20 per cent. How much of 
this ig from sickness I have failed to elucidate, 

Remitent fever and diarthoal diseases are. now prevailing 
more generally than at last report and with an increased mor- 
tality ; at the same time Tam confident that the rate of death 
will not exceed 10 per 1000. ‘This, however, is an estimate, 
as mortuary reports are no longer requireñ by the county and 
city authorities. f 


MADISON COUNTY. : 


D 


REPORT OF DR. J. W. ELLIS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


In April last I had the honor to be appointed Chief Health 
Officer of this county, (Madison) and now beg leave to submit 
this, my first report ` 

Professional duties and other causes, not necessary to men- 
tion, have delayed the report, which should have been made 
sooner. I trust, however, as I had but little of interest to re- 
port, that this will be satisfactory. 

Since my appointment 1 have endeavored to perform faith- 
fully all the duties incumbeut, upon me in this responsible 
trust. 

I have several times memorialized the City Board of Mayor 
and Aldermen, as well as our County Board of Supervisors, the 
necessity of keeping our county, and more especially our city 
(it being the county site as well as the terminus of two divis- 
ions of the Illinois Central Railroad) in a good sanitary condi- 
tion, and I am glad to report that all of my suggestions, where 
at all practicable, have been carried out. 

Ihave made frequent visits to our county jail and find it well 
ventilated and neatly kept. There has been one death (con- 
sumption) in jail since my appointment. 

I have not visited our poor house, but have communicated 
with Dr. Clanton, the physician in charge, and he reports every- 
thing there and elsewhere in his section in a good sanitary con- 
dition. I have also communicated with physicians in every part 
of the county and they all report comparatively good health for 
the past twelve months. 

During the summer and early part of the fall had some bowel 
troubles, which I think was caused from the eating of unwhole- 
some fruit and vegetables. We have bad a little pneumonia 
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and considerable sore throat during the winter and spring. 
Most of the cases responded well to treatment, consequently 
the fatality was small. Our entire county has been entirely 
free from contagious or infectious diseases of every character, 
save, I am sorry to say, that most fearful of all that we have to 
encounter, namely, to-wit: Syphilis, which prevails in some 
parts of this county, more especially in this city (Canton) toan 
alarming extent. At times, you may justly say, it prevails as 
an epidemic and almost all the time as an endemic. 

T have to-day seen two boys aged fourteen and fifteen years 
(not quite) both suffering with genuine “Hunterian ¢chancres,” 
and it is no rare occurrence to see boys, both white and black, 
Jew and Gentile, afflicted with this dreadful disease. Surely it 
was bad enough when confined to adults of low degree, but 
now it has invaded'the homes of innocent mothers and chil- 
dren. -Ought not something be done, and that speedily, to 
prevent if possible the rapid progress of this fearful malady ? 
I sincerely trust that this subject (Syphilis) will be thoroughly 
discussed, pro and con, at the next meeting of the Association 
and Board of Health. I know rot how to check or prevent it 
better than to legalize prostitution. I know this is dangerous 
doctrine to preach, but believing as I do, that scrofula, con- 
sumption, and all similar diseases could their genealogy be 
traced far enough back, would be found to have their origin’ in 
Syphilis. Therefore, I am willing to advocate any measure to 
retard and, if posible, eradicate this scourge. Would it not be 
well to memorialize our next Legislature on this subject ? 


P. S.—Since the above was written I have seen Dr. John- 


ston, who reports whooping cough in his section (northeastern 
portion of county) ina bad form and with great fatality, He 
also reports in Attala and Leake, near the line of Madison, quite 
as severe. Measles have to-day been reported at Flora. 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 
RLPORT OF DR. CHESLEY DANIEL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


Tam a month behind reporting that I have nothing to report. 
Nothing unusual has occurred in regard to the health of our 
county for the past twelve months. Malarial diseases have, 
perhaps, been more prevalent than last year, though not very 
fatal. Common continued fever has prevailed to some extent 

- during the fall, Our jail is in good condition. 


OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. N. AMES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The general health of this county during the past year has 
heen excellent. There were but few cases of pneumonia during 
the winter months. 
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As usual, malarial affections prevailed during the summet 
and Tall months, but of 2 very mild form. Intermittent fever 
bas been the prevailigg type with few cases of febrial conges- 
tions. 

For a number of years past fypho-malarial fever, cr a fever 
- closely resembling typhoid fever, was much more common than 
remittent fever, and prevailed all through the county with 
about the same fatality as that of typhoid fever. We have 
had but few cases of this fever this year, This county has 
been entirely exempt from contagious diseases, and the good 
health prevailing has been unprecedented, 


RANKIN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. H. WHITE, CHIEFY HEALTH OFFICER, — 


Enclosed herein find my delayed report of 1886: 

This county was unusually exempt from sickness during- the 
past year. The county jail is well kept and in good sanitary 
condition. 


SCOTT COUNY. 


BI 


REPORT OF DR, J, Le MURRELL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In compliance with the law, I herewith transmit my annual 
report as Chief Health Officer for the county of Scott, 

In the winter and early spring we were troubled with such 
, diseases as usually prevail at that season ofthe year. Bron- 
chitis, Pneumonia and Plarisy, etc., but were of a very mild 
form and easily controlled with proper treatment, The death 
tate being less than last year. 

` In the summer aad fall we had quite an epidemic of malarial 

fever‘ intermittent, remittent and pernicious intermittent. The 
latter proving fatal in several instances, while'the former was 
stubborn and very difficult to manage. 

Typhoid fever prevails to some extent in different parts of 
the county, of a very malignant type, with but few deaths. 
Small children from one to three years old, have suffered 
greatly during the summer and early part of the fall, with 
inflammatory diarrhosa, but I don’t think the death rate has 
been greater than any previous year. In a few localities there 
have been some cases of dysentery. In some other localities 
there has been diphtheria, but in neither case has the mortality 
been great, We congratulate ourselves in not having any con- 
tagious or infectious diseases except diphtheria. S 
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- The sanitary condition of the public schools, both white and 
black, is very good. - 

The jail is kept at all times in first ‘rate sanitary condition. 
No sickness of any consequence has occurred therein, nob a 
death from any canse since I have occupied the position of 
Health Officer. The Poorhouse has been moved and better 
houses constructed, Sanitation is better and the condition of 
inmates much improved, 


ne 


TISHAMINGO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. A. HODGES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In making this my annual report of matters relating to the 
health of the county, I beg leave to submit the following: 

Covering the period of time since my last report very little 
has occurred of.sufficient interest to embody in a report, hence 
I shall be concise. The long cold winter was not followed by 
diseases of as serious a nature as are incident to such extremes 
of long continued cold, and our citizens with some exceptions 
enjoyed immunity up to September Ist. Since which time 
dysentery and the usual autumnal fevers have prevailed to a 
considerable extent in several portions of the county. In some 
neighhorhoods the dysentery has proven fatal in quite a num~ 
ber of cases. 

No outbreak of contagious or infectious diseases has come 
to my knowledge, s ` 

Taking the long cold winter, and the equally long and hot 
summer into account, I venture to say that we have come out 
of it all a great deal better than might-have been expected. 

The sanitary condition of the public houses of the county is 
good, 
j Having no statistics to guide me, I will not attempt Lo make 
a mortuary report—further than that the mortality has not ex- 
ceeded that of former years, and I might safely say has not 
come up to it. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, M. J. ALEXANDER, CHIEF HEALTH CESICER, 


> 


You will excuse my procrastination in making my annual re- 
port, which I hope will not reach you too late for your con- 
venience. Close confinement to my professional business is 
the cause for this delay. 
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` This year has been remarkable for its good health. Malarial 
troubles of a malignant type were rave during the whole of the 
sickly season, viz: April to September inclusive. Pertussis 
was epidemic from June to October, being fatal in several cases 
during the hot months, confining itself to the upper half of our 
county. ‘ 

A few cases of dysentery proved fatal the latter part of the 
` summer and early months of fall; this disease, however, not 
amounting to an epidemic, i : 

The much dreaded Haematuria claims nowand then a victim, 
but as a rule, this disease is more easily managed than it has 
been in previous years, 

There is a marked sanitary improvement noticeable in our 
county, which to a large extent, is due to the increased value 
of lands near the Louisville, New Orleans and Texas Railroad. 
Plantations are drained better, and the houses made more 
comfortable. T 

I have examined the court-house and jail, and find them in 


good sanitary condition ; the latter is under personal supervis-| 


ion of our sheriff, who deserves praise for the scrupulous care 
in keeping the premises in a healthy and comfortable state. 

I, living in the only incorporated city in the county, the 
Board of Aldermen would not appoint a‘local Board of Health, 
requesting me to look after the sanitary interests of the town ; 
which, of course, I did. ` 
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YAZOO COUNTY. 


REPORTY OF DR. W. B. THOMASON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 

In compliance with my duty as Chief Health Officer of Yazoo 
county, I beg leave to submit the following annual report of 
the sanitary condition of this county, though I can report noth- 
ing of much import, . 

The health throughout the county, so far as I can ascertain, 
has been good, and unusually so in this locality. 

I had a circular published in our county papers in April re- 
questing the co operation of the physicians residing in different 
localities in the county, to report to me any epidemics or uny- 
sual diseases that might occur in their practice, and as I have 
not heard from any of them, I take it for granted that none 
have occurred. 

We had a slight epidemic of measles in February, March and 
April along the Yazoo river, brought there by negro laborers 
from North Carolina, bnt attended with but a small fatality in 
proportion to the number of cases, and many cases requiring 
but little treatment. It was confined to negroes, 

I have heard of a few cases of diphtheria, but none have 
been reported to me. 
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We have had our usual malarial diseases, as a general rulé 
easily controlled—deeidedly less malarial hematuria. 

The sanitary condition of the jail and other public buildings 
are moderately good. 

No vital or mortuary statistics are kept in this county, and i 
will he a difficult task to educate the physietans to give proper 
attention ta such records. 

To sum up, we have cause to. be truly thankful for the good 
health, improving morals of our county, and the good crops 
bestowed upon us. ges 
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YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. H. A. GANT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 

In attempting to comply with the law requiring an annnal 
report from the Chief Health Officer of each county, it becomes 
necessary for me to state that the past year has been an excep- 
tionally healthy one for Yalobusha county; that no infectious 
or contagious disease has been reported within its limits; that 
its sanitary condition is good, and there are no important facts 
upon which to found a report that would be of benefit to your 
Honorable Board. ` 

Aside from the malarial fevers. which were milder in type 
than usual, there having been fewer cases of the typho-malarial 
type. There has been no prevalent disease except dysentery, 
which.was also mild, except in the western portion of the 
county, where it was qnite intractable and in several cases 
proved fatal. 

In the early summer the Heatlh Officer issued his usual cir- 
cular notice to the citizens of Water Valley, requiring them 
to clean up their premises and to disinfect the same by the 
liberal use of solutions of copperas and unslacked lime. This 
was endorsed by the Board of Mayor and Aldermen and the 
City Marshal was ordered to see it enforced. Quite a number 
of nuisances were abated, and the town was placed in good 
sanitary condition, The Health Officer had some trouble in 
securing the abatement of a slaugiter-pen, which had been re- 
ported asa nuisance in the county, but upon reading the in- 
structions received from the State Board of Health to the par - 
ties interested, the matter was satisfactorily disposed of. 

Our jail and public buildings are well ventilated, and in good 
sanitary condition. 


STATE BOARD OF HEALTH 


MIN UTHS---1887- 


Jackson, Miss., April 19, 1887, 


The State Board of Health met at 10 o'clock, a. m., the 
President, Dr. EB. P. Sale, in the chair. 

There were present: Drs. Blanks, Moore, Hyer, Kittrell, 
Kells, Bennett, Toombs, Edwards, Sale and Johnston. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were read and adopted. 

The President, Dr. Sale, then read the tollowing paper: 
Members of the Board of Health of the State of Mississippi: 


GENTLEMEN-—In compliance with a resolution adopted at our 
last meeting, requesting that I as presiding officer of this Board, 
should prepare a paper, suggesting the most feasible means of 
our informing the public as regards both public and private 
sanitation, I have the honor to submit for your cunsideration 
the following thoughts on the subject. Iris not called for to 
present the necessity of wholesome public health laws, for of 
these thanks to the wise Legislature of 1882, we have nearly 
all thatis required, but to have them properly understood and 
appreciated by the masses is an urgent duty we yet have be- 
fore us, nordo I believe it to be 2 difficult one, if we can judge 
from the satisfaction expressed, the encouragement given, and 
the approval we meet with in discharging that part of our 
duty which relates to the admisssion into the profession of 
those who apply for, hcense to practice medicine; for our pub- 
lic now know that we stand between them and danger, and 
with exceptions of a few who through a natural perverseness 
or hypercensoriousness of disposition which make them find 
fault with any popular measure not of their own creation we 
have had their hearty moral support. It is now incumbent 
upon us to present other evidences of usefulness and practical 
workings of a State Board of Health. 

The time has arrived in our advanced period of civilization 
in which the race of life isso sharp, so short, so earnest, so 
hotly antagonized by competition that a man’s health has be- 
come a part of his stock in trade, and in the selection of men, 
whether by election, employment or by appointment, his capa- 
bility for such is estimated next to his moral and intellectual 
worth by his physical condition ; in fact, a definition, (now of 
late so popular) as to what constitutes a genius, is “one who 
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has the greatest capacity for the greatest amount of work.” 
The masses recognizing fully the truth of what has been said 
endeavor to inform themselves on matters of health by read- 
ing with avidity the ‘Health Department” of newspapers, 
“Medical Advisers” of doubtful repute; even almanacs and 
the ingenious and specious advertisements of “Warners Safe 
Liver and Kidney Cure,” and poor “Ward's Woes,” which seem 
to have found a gent in every newspaper in the countrya This 
same matter has been presented to the profession of our State 
in two presidential addressess before the “State Medical Asso- 
ciation,” but at times when we were not then as able to cope 
with it as now. Now, cannot we find a healthy substitute for 
this popular pseudo medical trash, and satisfy the public’s 
cac-o-e-thes for hygienic knowledge? In no spirit of optimism 
I am sure we can, especially with the assistance of the Press, 
who are ever foremost and generous in advancing the material 
interests of the State, who are in the vanguard of civilization, 
and who like doctors, do more work, and get less pay for it, 
than any other profession. 

As sequence to my preceding remarks, I now suggest that a 
committee be formed from the Board, who will select and in- 
vite one member for each month to write an article of his own 
selection on some subject relating to public or personal hygiene 
for publication by the newspapers of the State ; and that our 
Secretary be requested to send a circular letter to each news» 
paper, informing them of our object, and asking their support 
by publishing these articles without charge. 

Another avenue of reaching the- public is when there isa 
State or county college or school near where a member of the 
board resides, that he be permitted to accept any request made 
him by the principal or trustees of the same to lecture on hy- 
giene, anatomy, physiology or chemistry to their pupils as a 
part of his duty as “Health Commissioner.” 

By these means the public ean obtain trustworthy medical 
knowledge, and if I mistake not, it will engender a degree of 
interest which will show a favorable result in many future sani- 
tary measures this Board may adopt in protecting the State 
from epidemics. f 

Respectfully submitted, 


B. P. Sarr, M. D., 
Presjdent Miss. State Board of Health. 


Dr. Johnston, Chairman of the Executive Committee, made 
a verbal report of*the work of that committee during the past. 
year. 

The following committee was ‘appointed to examin2 the 
hooks and vouchers of the Secretary: 

-Drs, Bennett, Edwards and Kittrell. 
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On motion-of Dr. Kittrell, the Executive Committee was in- 
structed to confer with the Boards: of Health of Hancock and 
Harrison counties, with a view of securing their co-operation 
in establishing a quarantine against the Ship Island Station. 

The Board made the following nominations for Chief Health 
Officers of.Connties ` S 
Issaquena........Dr. F. M. Halbert ....Skipwith’s Landing. 


TRICE, enee e Dr. M. J. Alexander... i.n... 000a Anstin. 
Washington ..... «Dr, J, S. Walker. `... se.. +e Greenville. 
Hancock ......... Dr. J. A, Mead.......:.......Pearlington. 
Lauderdale. ........Dr. M. J. Thompson............ Meridian. 
Ke E Dr. Geo. P, Blundell.......... Yazoo City. 


The Committee appointed at the last meeting to prepare 
questions for County Health Officers was continued. 
On motion the Board adjourned until 2:30 P. m. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Board met at 2:30 o’clock, the President in the chair. 
Present—Drs. Edwards, Moore, Kells, Blanks, Bennett, Kit- 
trell, Hyer, Toombs, Sale and Johnston. 

The Committee appointed to examine the Secretary's books 
and vouchers reported as follows: ; 

To the State Bourd of Health of Mississippi: 


The undersigned having been appointed a committee to es, 
amine the accounts and vouchers of the Secretary, would re~ 
spectfully report that they have discharged that duty, and 
find said accounts and vouchers correct, 

J. W. BENNETT, 


Benn, F. KITTRELL, 
R. T. EDWARDS. 


Communications were read from the Secretary and President 
of the Jackson County Board of Health, making a statement 
as to.the needs of that Board. 

On motion of Dr. Hyer$1000.00 was appropriated for the use 
of that Board. On the further motion of Dr. Hyer, the Exec- 
utive Committee was empowered to furnish them an additional 
amount if deemed necessary. 

A communication was read from the Secretary of the Nation- 
al Conference of State Boards of Health in regard te the 
coming meeting of these Boards. 

On motion of Dr. Johnston, Drs. Sale and Blanks were ap- 
pointed delegates to the Conference. > 

The President appointed the following committee to submit 
questions and propositions to the Conference : 

Drs. Johnston, Kells and Kittrell. ~ 

A communication was read from the Mayor and President of 
the Board of Health of Biloxi, asking for assistance. 
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On motion the Secretaty was instructed to inform them that 
the Board has no power under the law to furnish their town 
with money, but that the Executive Committee would commu- 
nicate with the Board of Health of Harrison county in regard 
to quarantine matters. 

The Board proceeded to elect officers for the ensuing year. 
On motion Dr. Sale was unanimously elected Pr esident. ` 

On motion of Dr. Hyer, Drs. Edwards, Kells and Johnston 
were elected the Executive Committee. Dr. Johnston was 
designated as Chairman. 

The accounts of members were presented and allowed. S 

On motion the Board adjourned. 


eon. 


Receipts and Expenditures in 1887. 


re errr eae 


POSTAGE, EXPRESSAGE AND TELEGRAMS. 


1887. Dr. 

May 3 To amount from Auditors ........ eT $ 5 00 
Aug 9 To amount from Auditor...................-.. 21 15 
Dee 27 To amount from Auditor.................. « 6 93 


1837 Cr. 

By amount due Secretary on 1886..............$ 5 51 
Jan I2 By postoffice box rent for quarter ending Mar31 2 00 
Feb 22 By telegram sent in 1886,............ wesc 165 


Feb 25 By postage stamps.. ; 4 00 
April12 By postoffice box rent for quar ter ending June 
E ed eaten aaa 2 00 
May 4 By amount sent Dr, E. P. Sale, President, for 
“postage for his offite...............--... 5 00 
June 21 By postage stampsS........e0.e eee ee teens 4 00 
July 13 By postoffice box rent for quarter ending Sept. 
Geen Ehe Ces 200 
Oct. 13 By telegram sent.. saaie . 95 
Oct 12 By postoffice boxrent for quarter ending Dec. 
E EEN 2 00 
Nov 17 By postage stamps. . TEE EE . *400 
$33 11 
FOR THE PREVENTION OF YELLOW FEVER AT BILOXI 
1887. Dr. 
Mar 14 To amount from Auditor...,... ere wees $35 00: 
1887. Cr. 
Mar 14 By billof L. D. Allen for services as Sanitary 
Inspector under the supervision of Dr, 
Champlin, Inspector, from Nov. 11 to 17 
(1886) inclusive, sso oseo > o- sarreretan seep 35 00 
ON ACCOUNT OF SMALLPOX, 
1887. De. 


Nov 15 To amount from Auditor. NN H 7 DO 
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1887. Cr, 
Nov 15 By Byron Lemly’s bill for 100 points vaccine 
virus furnished on Feb. 11...........- 1.8 7 50 
QUARANTINE PURPOSES. 
1887, Dr. 
Jan 27 To amount from Aoditor.... $ 37 75 
Nov 15 To amount from Auditor... e, 24 00 
$61 75 
1887. Cr ` 


Jan 27 By billof D. Carver, for storage on quaran- 
tine property for 18 months, at Nicholson, 
and banltng e, HOT TÒ 
Nov 15 By Michael Hart's bill for storage on quaran- 
tine property, at Osyka, for 12 months up to 
October JL. cece cent ccc n eee tence eaee 24 00 


861 75 

AMOUNT FURNISHED JACKSON COUNTY BOARD OF 

HEALTH, under the provisions ofan Act supplementary to 

an Act to amend the Statues in regard to Boards of Health, 
approved February 28, 1880. ~ 


1887. 
May 16 .....-.... DEENEN „essere. $500 00 
July 30.. DEER nn 500 00 
Dec 3 a a a ee 2 2 Weetaeeeuneee 75 00 
£1,075 00 


EXPENSES OF MEMBERS AND THEIR PER DIEM IN 
ATTENDING A MEETING AT JACKSON APRIL, 19. 


B. F. Kittrell... eneen Een nn $20 20 
Robert Kells..cccccces ccuuevsoneuaevtsens pees tea AS ka ps eänoa 8 00 
d. P. Moore..... ccc cc KREE 15 50 


J. H. Blanke,,., A DEE 18 30 
R. T. Edwards........ DEE , tenn e 11 70 
E. P, Sale. aseene S1 TO 
R. S. Goombs,. EN ses cr... 25 OF 
J. W. Bennett.. n .......0.. nn, LT 380 
W. F, Heer... escereenc een cece ceenenacreeeetuseine .. 32 20 

$175 95 


Secretary’s Salary...s.neessevreesrosnrsosanes se $300 00 
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- REPORTS OF CHIEF HEALTH OFFIOFRS OF COUNTIES. 


ADAMS COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. L. E. PROFILET, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


In compliance with my duty as Chief Health Officer of Ad- 
ams County, Mississippi, I have the honor to submit the fol- 
lowing annual report of the sanitary condition of the county 
for the year ending September 30, 1887. 

It affords me great pleasure to report that since my last re- 
port Adams County has been free from any severe epidemic, 
though cases of typhoid fever, whooping-cough, diphtheria, 
mumps, dengue and dysentery have occurred. No -case 
of yellow fever, small-pox, cholera, ecarlet fever, measies, 
cerebro or spinal meningitis, has come to my knowl- 
edge. During the month of Ovtober there were a good 
many cases simulating dengue, but only a few well-marked 
cases of the disease itself. This was in marked contrast with 
the disease, as it prevailed in Vieksburg and Greenville the 
same year, where it was very prevalent and very severe in type, 
influencing, to my knowledge, some to leave those towns, and 
other citizens who were absent to postpone their return until 
the epidemic had disappeared. 

The past winter was comparatively mild, and the rain-fall 
light. During Apriland May there were cases of mumps, but 
from the best information I could obtain, it was almost con- 
fined to the negro population An the country. Ia the city of 
Natchez there were very few cases. Derangements of the 
bowels were common about this period, and somewhat later, 
but the severe epidemic of dysentery reported in some of the 
adjoining counties did not exist here. There were scattering 
cases of whooping-cough in the early part of the summer, but 
no general epidemic. 

Much rain fell during the months of June and July, and the 
temperature was generally mild, until the middle of July, when 
it became intensely warm, the thermometer constantly in-- 
dicating above 90° F. The sultry weather continued during 
the month of August, and until the middle of September, 
though cases of sunstroke were rare. There were, perhaps, 
more cases of typhoid fever during the summer than of any 
other one disease, which created considerable alarm in Natchez 
and the adjoining country at one time, and caused exaggerated 
reports to be spread, and many local causes were ascribed for 
its origin,” among others the privy-vault system, which is 
generally used, and upturning the earth, which was for a time 
‘permitted this year contrary to a city ordinance, which pro- 
hibits it during the summer months. While striking outbreaks 
of typhoid fever in localities might be fairly attributed to ema- 
nations from obstructed drains and cesspools, or from drinking 
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water tainted with sewage, and make manifest the importance 
of measures of prophylaxis to obviate these causes, yet the 
prevalence of the disease during the past summer’ throughout 
the country would indicate, in my opinion, an infected condi- < 
tion of the atmosphere as the principal source. 

Judging from my own observation, and from information ` 
gained from physicians and persons in different portions of 
the county, malarial fevers were unusually infrequent until the 
first part of August, and though more common from then 
until now, our most sickly season in that regard, they were less 
frequent than ordinary, milder in form, and more amenable to 
treatment. 

Several cases of diphtheria were reported in Natchez during 
the month of September. I did not learn of any in the coun- 
try. Catarrhal affections were very general during this month, 
also common sore throat, not unfrequently of the membranous 
form, which I think is sometimes mistaken for diphtheria, 

The population of the county is about twenty-three thou— 
sand. Except in the city of Natchez there‘is no way of mak- 
ing an estimate of the number of deaths or births. I think 
there was a law passed some years since requiring a report of 
all births, but I havé never heard of its observance. 

The statistics suggested in No. 35 of the circular recently 
furnished by the State Board, would be very valuable if they 
could be obtained, but Iam not aware of any available means 
now in the possession of Health Officers to procure them. 

Our county jail, as I stated in a former 1eport, is not con- 
structed apparently according to sanitary principles, yet there 
never has been much sickness therein, and that is generally 
contracted before the prisoners are admitted. During the past. 
year there has been no death. The jail is badly constructed for 
the accommodation of all classes of prisoners admitted, and 
the only remedy I could recommend would be to build a new 
one. I consider ita very safe one, and think it is kept as clean, 
and that the prisoners are as well cared for, as circumstances 
permit, 

The water generally used throughout the county is rain- 
water from cemented cisterns, and is wholesome. 


ALCORN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. H. AC DOUGAL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The population of Alcorn county at this date is about 18,000 
people, o No record of deaths being kept I cannot give a cor- 
rect estimate of the number during the present year. But I 
am pleased to state that the amount of sickness from all causes 
has been less, according to reports made to me by the physi- 
cians of the county. than any previous year. We have suffered. 
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much less from malarial fevers, owing, I presume, to the un- 
precedented rainfall of the year 1886, leaving the hills and low 
Jands comparatively free of decaying vegetable matter. Not a 
case of yellow fever, small-pox or cerebro-spinal meningitis. 
No epidemic, endemic or contagious diseases, except measles 
and whooping cough which prevailed in a few localities of the 
county during the months of March and April. No conta- 
gious or infectious disease has spread from our public schools 
during the year. A few sporadie eases of diphtheria during the 
year. No diseases occurred at any time among animals. Ty- 
phoid fever has been this, as in years past, our chief annoy- 
ance, and I accept the theory of the majority of our modern 
writers that the adynamic poison causing this lew type of dis- 
ease exists in water obtained from seip wells. In my own ob- 
servation and experience, which has been limited, I do not be- 
lieve I ever saw a case of this disease in a family using cistern 
water. We depend mainly upon wells as a source of water for 
all purposes. Whether pure or impure I cannot say from the 
fact that I have not at any time had the means of a correct 
analysis at my command. I do not know of a single instance 
where disease has been contracted from animals or impure 
milk, nor accidents from the products of petroledm. 

Gur school houses sre in a pretty fair sanitary condition, 
though some few in the country are too small and not as com- 
fortable as tuey should be for occupation during the winter, 
Our market-houses, slaughter-houses and butcher pens are in 
as clean and sanitary condition as they are usually kept in 
other localities. I have recently visited our poor-hcuse and re- 
gret to say that its sanitary condition is not at all pleasing to 
the eye. It has had, during the year, forty-seven inmates. 
The majority of this unfortunate class are in a state of invalid- 
ism, either from disease or decreptitude. Of this number only 
two have died, both from phthisis pulmonalsis. Nothwith- 
standing their helpless condition they have suffered very little 
from acute diseases during the year. 

As to public halls and theaters, we have only one in the 
county and that one a theatre in Corinth, the private property 
of a gentleman who resides at that place. 

I cannot furnish a correct list of the births and deaths that 
have occurred daring the year, from the fact that no records 
have been kept. 


AMITE COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. C. H. BATES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In accordance with the law I hereby transmit my annual re- 
port. 
We have about seventecn thousand inhabitants in this 
county. Among the inhabitants from all causes, compared 
5 DH 
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with previous years, we have had about an average amount of 
sickness and deaths. 

Among the diseases of increased prevalence I will mention 
those of Pneumonia, Dysentery, and Malarial Fever. 

During the months of Maich and April, Pneumonia was quite 
prevalent, and from a complication of Typhoid Fever was very 
fatal. 

After the long and heated drouth in August and the first 
half of September, we had Dysentery that amounted to an 
endemic in some localities, and was attended by an increased 
mortality, especially among the children. 

Malarial Feyer, both intermittent, and remittent, has been 
more prevalent than for several years past. But never in the 
history of our countv has there been fewer deaths, from these 
fevers than has been this vear. 

We have had Typhoid Fever continuously throughout the 
year with about the usual results. 

It affords me pleasure to report, that we have not had any 
cases of Yellow Fever, Scarlet Fever, Small-pox, or Cholera. 
But we have had a few cases of Mumps, Measles, and Whoop- 
ing-Cough. 

Our Public Schools have been largely attended this year. 
But have not been the means of spreading any contagious or 
epidemic disease. 

The Sanitary condition is very good of about one-half of the 
Public School Houses in the county, they are well built prop- 
erly ventilated, heated, and lighted. Of the other haif the san- 
itary condition is very bad. The houses are most usually built 
of round logs, are low and squally, with no loft over head, or 
ceiling, and most frequently have no stoves or chimneys. Many 
of these houses are built near a running stream of water, 
springs, or bogs, so as to have them conveinient to water, which 
from tleir location render them unsanitary and unfit for edu- 
cational purposes. But our School Board has largely remedied 
these locations, and I think will almost entirely do so by the 
time of opening the next Summer schools. 

I do not know of any instance where disease has been con- 
tracted from animals, or the impure milk of animals. With the 
exception of Hog Cholera, our animals have had no diseases 
worthy of mention. 

Our principal sources of drinking water and water for culi- 
nary purposes are from dag wells, bored wells, and cisterns. 
As a rule, the water is perfectly pure. But occasionally, the 
water from, carelessness or neglect, these sources become a 
very powerful factor in producing and generating diseases. This 
was notably the case this year, when quite a number of people 
used the water from a bored well both for drinking and culi- 
nary purposes. This well was sunk under a shed attached to 
a Gin House for the purpose of furnishing a steam engine with 
necessary water. Several sinks or pits from one to one and 8 
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half feet deep, were dug out under this shed and very close to 
the well, in fact the largest one extended to the well. These 
pits contained the refuse from the engine and a quantity of 
cotton seed in decomposition, during blowing rains they filled 
with water, this water drained into the well containing the 
water and producing Typhoid Fever. Not a single person es- 
caped the fever who used the water of biswell, We know that 
Typhoid Fever is essentially a disease from filth, and we are 
having entirely too much of it in proportion to our population 
in this county, and I am compelled to believe it is from the 
usage of polluted water. L don’t think that our people give 
their wells the proper attention, having them cleaned out and 
all rofton carb removed near the water, so ás to keep the water 
perfectly pure. I believe asa strict sanitary suggestion, and 
one that I believe would be of more universal benefit to the peo- 
ple of our county, would be to pay strict attention to the sour- 
ces of water to be used for drinking and culinary purposes with 
the proper drainage of lands. 

We have had twenty-two prisoners inthe County Jail this 
year. Nota single case of sickness occurred among them and 
no deaths. The jail is not heated, with this exception the 
Sanitary condition 1s very good. 

We have only two other public Buildings, the Court House 
and Poor House. The Court House is in perfectly good Sani- 
tary condition. 

The Board of Supervisors abandoned the keeping of the poor 
in the Poor House several years ago, and pay so much per 
month for their keeping in private families throughout the 
county, fherefore it is impossible for me to give you the 
amount of sickness or the number of deaths.* 

We have had no accidents from kerosine oil, gasoline, or the 
products of pretroleum this year. Though we have bad quite a 
number of accidents from carelessness around cotton. Gen. 
Shands one of our best citizens had his hand caught and drawn 
into the saws and his arm and hand was so badly cut that be 
died from the effects of it in afew hours. Another, one of our 
ex State Senator’s, was caught by the hand and drawn into the 
gin saws in the sameway. But after a long and painful con- 
finement he is recoving without the loss of his arm. Several 
other persons have been caught and more or less injured in the 
same way. 

The law has never been enforcedin this county requiring 
Physicians and Midwives, to report all births and deaths with 
the causes of death. Until this is done it will be impossible for 
me to give you a correct statistical mortuary report, 
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CARROLL COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. W. VASSER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Carroll county is located about fifty miles north of the centre 
of the State and may be considered 4 hilly, broken country, 
except the western border which extends to the Yazoo delta. 
Estimated number of inhabitants 25,000, with a voting popula- 
tion of about 4,000; the white and cologed population are 
pretty equally divided, the whites having a small majority. 

The county, as a general thing, is well watered, interspersed 
with large and small creeks furnishing abundant water for stock 
and ordinary purposes. The water for drinking and culinary 
purposes is obtained from springs, wells and cisterns, and is as 
good and pure as any in the State. 

The lands may be considered fertile, producing well all pro- 
ducts adapted to this climate. It is, and should be regarded 
as one of the healthiest counties inthe State. The low rates 
of mortality will compare favorably with any in the State, and 
for several years past have been comparatively small for the 
number of inhabitants. During the last year we have had no 
unusually high rate of mortality atany time. The greatest 
amount of sickness we usually have is confined principayly to 
the summer months. ` . 

Free from epidemics as a general rule, we have only sach 
diseases as are incident to healthy localities in this climate. 
There has not been a case of yellow fever, small-pox, cholera, 
scarlet fever or cerebro spinal meningitis in the county during 
the last year that I know of and but one case of diphtheria. 

During the months of July and August whooping cough and 
measles prevailed in several neighborhoods, but attended with 
no unusual severity, only with very young infants, and that 
alone with whooping cough. 

We bad more typho malarial fever last summer and autumn 
than usual, and perhaps the cause of more deaths, but still not 
increasing the usual or average rate of mortality. The in- 
crease of the fever I cannot account for unless caused by the 
protracted hot summer. As there is no meteorological register 
kept in the county we are left alone to conjecture in regard to 
atmospheric vicissitudes, which are certainly very great co- 
operative factors of diseases. 

We have in the county fifty-two white schools and fifty for 
the black or colored children, all well attended. Many of the 
school rooms are too small and not very comfortable, especially 
for winter use, certainly well ventilated and lighted. No un- 
usual sickness bas prevailed in any of the schools during the 
year, and no accidents from use of kerosene oil, petroleum or 
gasoline. 

Our jail and poor-bouse are both in good sanitary condition, 
well ventilated and can be heated when necessary. During the 
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past year there were at different times thirty-seven prisoners con~ 
fined in jail with no sickness, and fifteen inmates of the poor. 
house, all sick, with five deaths from consumption, paralysis 
and old age. 

So far as the vital and mortuary statistics are concerned it is 
impossible to approximate a correct answer. 


CLAY COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. E. M’'EACHIN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


One year of my last appointment as Chief Health Officer of 
the county of Clay, having expired, and certificate of perfor- 
mance of incumbent duties being required by Statute regula- 
tions befors allowance by board of County Supervisors can be 
made. I hereby desire to comply with said requirements. 

Iam happy to be able to report for the county of Clay unu- 
sual freedom from contagious diseases of much moment during 
the past year. I have in several instances visited and exam- 
ined suspicious cases some thought to have been and so pro- 
nouned by the attending physicians Diphtheria and scarlatina, 
and one case prononced small-pox, but in each case I fonnd 
the diagnosis incorrect much to the relief of the friends and 
neighborhoods. 

I have examined the buildings of several of our free schools 
as to proper ventilation, and in connection with County Super- 
intendent of Education have examined the drinking water in 
different locations, and advised as to the locating of said schools 
Ac, Ihave given my attention to everything that came to my 
knowledge both in the couniy and town requiring investigation 
in a Sanitary direction, and am now standing as sentinel, ready 
to mcet the enemy and endeavor to ward him off or vanquish 
him if needs be, should he present himself in any guise. 


HANCOCK COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. A. MEAD, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In accordance with the instructions of your board under date 
of November 9th, 1887, I submit (as Health Officer of Hancock 
county) the following report for the year ending September 
30th, 1887. 

The estimated population of the county is about seven thou- 
sand five hundred (7,500,) total number of deaths reported thir- 
ty-seven (37). 

With the exception malarial diseases there has been fifty 
per cent, wees sickness than for several years. During August 


62 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOORD OF HEALTH. 


and September several cases of Typho-Malarial or continued 
feyer were reported. The cases observed by myself were a 
continued fever wanting typhoid symptoms. patients consti- 
pated and having ro enteric symptoms, delirium or stupor, 
Sulph. Quinia failed to make any impression on fever when 

ushed to cinchonism, fever continued from ten (Lo) to twenty- 
eight (28) days, and any indiscretion as to diet caused a rise in 
temperature, in fatal cases reported. 

The following is a summary of the prevailing diseases and 
meteorological conditions month by month: 

October 1886.—Malarial diseases, a few cases of acongestive 
type, quite fatal with children. No rain during the month, 
twenty eight (28) clear or fair days. Femperature maximum 
85°, Minimum 37°, Mean 75°. 

November.—Quite healthy, a decrease in malarial diseases. 
Six rainy, nineteen (19) fair or clear days during the month. 
Temperature Maximum 78°, Minimum 31°, Mean 68°. 

December.—Less than the usual sickness incidental to the 
season. Two cases Diphtheria occurred near Pearlington, one 
fatal, both children were recent arrivals from (Montana Terri- 
tory,) source of infection unknown. Fifteen clear or fair, seven 
rainy days during month. Temperature Maximum 78° Mini- 
mum 31°, Mean 60°. 

January, 1887,.—Dysentery and catarrhal diseases prevailing 
to alimited extent. Sixteen clearor fair, nine rainy days. 
Temperature Maximum 72 deg, Minimum 22 deg, Mean 60 deg. 

February.—Malarial dysentery and catarrhal affections as in 
January. Only five clear or tair days during the month. 
Temperature Maximum 75 deg, Minimum 34 deg, Mean 68 deg. 

March.—Ppeumonia reported, also an increase of malarial 
diseases. Twenty clear or fair days. Temperature Maximum 75 
deg. Minimum 41 deg, Mean 71 deg. 

April.—Malarial diseases and Pneumonia reported. Twenty- 
four clear or fair, three rainy days during the month. Tempera- 
ture Maximum 83 deg, Minimum 38 deg, Mean 78 deg. 

May.—Malarial diseases only reported. Seventeen clear or 
fair days. Temperature Maximum 88 deg, Minimum 58 deg, 
Mean 82 deg. . 

June.—Quite healthy, less sickness than in May. Twenty 
clear or fair days during the month. Temperature Maximum 
90 deg, Minimum 64 deg, Mean 85 deg. 

July.—Malarial diseases increasing, diarrheal diseases. 
among children reported. Only seven fair days during the 
month. Temperature Maximum 93 deg, Minimum 70 deg, Mean 
87 deg. 

August.—Malarial diseases and cases of continued fever (or 
Typho Malarial) reported, also two cases of Typhvid,one fatal, 
both cases imported. Twenty-two fair or clear days during the 
month. Temperature Maximum 93 deg, Minimum 65 deg, Mean 
88 deg. : 
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September.—A number of cases of continued or typho mala- 
rial fever reported, also an increase in malarial diseases. 
Twenty-five fair days during the month. ‘Temperature Maxi- 
mum 93 deg, Minimum 52 deg, Mean 84 deg. 

Not a case of Yellow Fever, Small-Pox, Cholera, Scarlet 
Fever, Measles, Whooping Cough or Cerebo-Spinal Meningitis 
has been reported to have occurred in the county during the 
past year. 

In May my attention was called toa fatal epidemic among 
cattle abont five miles above Pearlington. Twenty-eight ani- 
mals died. Symptoms, animal stands with head and ears 
drooping, weak and frequent trembling, eves dull, fever, bow- 
els constipated, urine normal in color. Weakness and fever in- 
creases, animal usually died within twelve hours. 

Post Mortem.—Spleen enlarged and congested, doughy and 
filled with blood. Disease was confined to one locality, all sick 
or exposed animals isolated. All animals attacked died. No 
new cases since June. Charbon appeared among mules and 
horses at Pearlington in June and July, eight or ten animals 
died, no cases since July.§ No public markets in the county,the 
private stalls are kept clean and ina fair sanitary condition. 
The northern and sparsely settled portion of the county is well 
supplied with good spring water, the more thickly settled Gulf 
Coast region depend on rain water stored in cisterns for drinking 
and culinary purposes; am unable to trace the prevalence of 
any special disease to the watersupply. Have examined the 
jail and find it in a good sanitary condition, well ventilated and 
provided with stoves for heating if necessary (which is sel- 
dom.) Total number of prisoners confined during the year 
forty-eight. Average term of confinement ten days. One case 
of sickness requiring a visit from a physician, disease not re- 
ported, no deaths. The Poor House is in a fair sanitary condi- 
ion, total number of inmates during the year eight, one death 
cause unknown, nearly all the inmates are suiferers from 
chronic ulcer of the lower limbs and all are aged. 

The Court House is well lighted and ventilated, but is not 
provided with fire escapes. 

Regret that I am unable to report mortuary and vital statis- 
tics in the form desired, and I beg to suggest that the State 
Board issue blank forms (for reports of vital and mortuary sta- 
tistics) to be distributed by the health officers to the physicians 
e e county, think weekly or monthly reports would De pre- 

erable, 


F 


64 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
DEATHS REPORTED. 


Fever, Congestive..... 2 white, males, Under 5 years, 
Fever, Typhoid........ 1 “ female, 15 “ 
Cancer..........200- yl s s 03 E 
Diphtheria ........... 1 s WW l4 * 
Pneumonia `... en 1 WW Lr Adults. 
Pueumonia ........... 1 black, " Under 5 vears. 
Tabes Mesenteriva. ....1 white, W WW WW 
Pelvic Abscess ....... 1 black, We 65 re 
Tuberculosis une L t male, 68 s 
Dréper neonne 1 " 6 A8 o 
Acute Laryngitis......... 1 white, female, Under 5 years. 
Cholera Intantum......... 1 d “ + vi 
Dysentery............- 1 ‘ WW Bn o“ 
Gen), Dropsr.. JL “ male, 26 “ 
Paralysis............. wl u Wé 67 “ 
Chronic Albaluminuria,. white, female, Adult. 
Sunstroke..... nl s NW e 
Convulsions.......... „l “ “ Under 5 years. 
Cause not reported....3 “ * Under 5 years. 
ac DI D) , KE black, $e DU 
"rg “o D white, Adults. 
s£ D D: dees 6 black, v6 
Total number deaths, adult whites... 0.0... ce eee eee 13 
“ WW “ “ blacks ...-.... bene cece ees 9 
«o u ‘© under 5 yrs,white..... TEEN 9 
t “ fee o Plack oo. eee ee eee 4 
Number under 5 and under 20 venrg 0005 2 
Total number of deaths, 37 
BIRTHS REPORTED. 
White male children born `... 29 
“ temale “ WEEN 18 
Black mate WW WË 8 
WW femele “ dE e 18 
Sex not reported, white rr 2.2... ee ee eee eee 20 
«ou = back A 3 
Total number children born, 91 
Male children born....... , A unner Y f 
Female * WEEN rense. DEE nn EL 
Sex not reported.. ....sesnesseseo DRENKT 


Total...ccccsrsccercccccccccescecerenscstecceresesse HI 
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HOLMES COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. G. C. PHILLIPS, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


The number of inhabitants, estimated at about twenty-nine 
thousand. 

The number of deaths for the year, about three to the 
thousand. "` 

The amount of sickness, from all causes, less than any 
previous year, by about two-thirds, Rate of death to the in- 
habitants less by abont the same, viz., two-thirds. 

No diseases or causes of death were unusually prevalent 
during the past year. All diseases, but especially malarial, 
less than usual. The lessened prevalence of malarial, and 
possibly of other diseases, may be attributed to the unusually 
dry state of the atmosphere during nearly the entire year. 
There was no unusual mortality from any disease. There was 
less mortality from malarial diseases and pneumonia than 
usual, owing probably, to the greater purity of the atmosphere, 
the germs of diseases being less virulent. 

No month was attended with a high rate of mortality; on 
the contrary, the entire year was attended by an unusually low 
rate of mortality. 

During the months of August and September there were 
cases of measles; in October and April a few cases of diph- 
theria ; in September, October and November, cases of whoop- 
ing cough. Of measles there were between 30 and 40 cases 
during August and September—no deaths. Of whooping 
cough, 20 or 30 cases during September, October and Novem- 
ber. To date, one death, aninfant a few weeks old. Of diph- 
theria two cases in April in the northwestern part of the 
county. During October twocases in the same family in the 
town of Durant. There has been no case of yellow fever, 
small-pox cholera, typhoid fever, scarlet fever, cerebro spinal 
meningites or other epidemic, endemic, contagious or infec- 
tious disease in the county during the year. 

No special disease among animals during the year. No 
spread of diseaes Com Public Schools. 

No meteoroligical record kept. Have no instruments with 
which to keep a correct one. 

The whooping cough was introduced into the county by a 
family"of the town of Lexington, on their return from a visit 
to Louisiana. From this point it slowly spread to various 
parts of the county. The starting point of the measles appears 
to have been at the town of Tchula, brought there by parties 
traveling on the railroad. No explanation could be given of 
tbe cause or origin of the four cases of diphtheria. It was 
confined to two families, living thirty miles apart, and occurred 
at different seaons of the year; no local cause could be dis- 
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covered. The two cases in the conntry, although severe, re- 
covered—the two in Durant were malignant and both died. 

No accident from the products of petroleum has occurred 
within the county during the year. No specially unsanitary 
conditions are present in the county. 

The slaughter and market houses are keptin a clean and 
sanitary condition, so far as is known. The sources of water 
for drinking and culinary purposes, are wells, cisterns and 
springs. The water is as pure as water derived from these 
sources generally is, There has been no prevalence of any 
disease attributable to the use of impure water. No instance 
of disease centracted from animals, or the use of impure 
milk has been reported in the county. 

The only public hall used for theatrical and other public 
amusements is Rayner’s Hall, in the town of Lexington. It is 
well ventilated, but not sufficiently provided with fire-escapes, 
having but one door, and that near the stage. A fire upon the 
stage, with a full house would causea jam and loss of life—the 
windows being too high to leap from in safety, The attention 
of the proprietor and Mayor has frequently been called to these 
facts. 

The school-bouses are in very good sanitary condition for 
summer use. Our county superintendent informs me that 
many in the country have too much ventilation for winter, and 
are not sufficiently heated. The Board of Supervisors, how- 
ever, are doing their best to remedy this, The county jail is 
in good sanitary condition, and well ventilated, but not pros 
vided with proper heating apparatus for very cold weather. 
There should be a furnace in the lower story and the cells and 
cage heated by pipes conveying steam or hot air. Total num- 
ber of prisoners confined in the county jail during the year, 
fifty one. Of these, nine had medical treatment. Three cases 
of intermittent fever, one of nephrites, one of cholera morbus, 
two of constipation with torpid liver, one of epilepsy, and two 
of mania—no desths. 

The sanitary condition of the poor-house is good. There 
were fourteen inmates during the year, all colored, all old 
and afflicted by some chronic disease or deformity, except one 
case of epilepsy, and one lunatic; in fact the poor-house is 
more of a hospital, (miuus the nurses and attendants, ) than a 
home for the poor and helpless, There were three deaths at 
the poor-house during the year, one of consumption, one of 
congestive fever, and one of old age. 

It is utterly impossible to give vital and mortuary statistics, 
as no record of births and deaths is kept. In connection with 
this subject I would suggest that the Legislature be requested 
to pass a bill, requiring Assessors to have upon their lists, 
these questions: 

“Have there been any deaths in this family during the year? 
If any, cause of death?” ` A 
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“Haye there been any births? If any, the sex.” 

The color in each case might be added and age, in cases of 
death, e 

Allowing the Assessor a small remunerstion, say one cent for 
each name recorded, and have these lists condensed and placed 
op file. I know of no other way of obtaining anything like a 
correct registration of births and deaths. 

I would further suggest; that some provision be made for 
paying for nursing and attendance upon lunatics, the sick and 
wounded, when necessarily confined in the county jails. The 
jailor can only draw pay for feeding, as with other prisoners, 
and these poor creatures often suffer dreadfully tor want of 
proper attention. 


ISSAQUENA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. F, M. HALBERT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I beg to submit the following report of the sanitary condi- 
tion of Issaquena county during the year 1887: 

Number of inhabitants about 7,000. 

Amount of sickness from all causes has been about the same 
as the average during previous years, 

Death-rate the same as previous years; also diseases and 
causes of death. 

No particular disease predominating. 

There has been no monthin the year attended with a very 
high rate of mortality, except Curing the extreme hot weather; 
poate may have been a few more deaths caused by malarial 
ever. 

The general health good. Nothing occuring in the way of 
an outbreak of a contagious or infectious. nature, except whoop- 
ing cough during the month of September. 

As far as I can ascertain none of the nine diseases named 
in No. 16 have occurred, except a few cases of typhoid fever 
and whooping-cough as aboved mentioned. 

The attendance in the public schools has not spread any of 
the diseases mentioned in No. 16. 

Among animals, (cattle,) there was a Spanish Fever during 
the month of September which did not prove very disastrous. 

Phere has been no accidents from the use of kerosere oil or 
any product of petroleum as far as I can ascertain. Al 
slaughter-houses, market and butcher stalls are kept in a sani- 
tary condition. 

Water for drinking and culinary purpuses is obtained from 
tanks and underground cisterns, which is very pure; therefore 
no special prevalence of disease causeà by use of impure water. 

No diseases contracted from animals or impure milk, 

Theatres and public halls in our county are too numerous. to 
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mention, but I can safely say allare properly ventilated and 
provided with fire escapes. 

School-houses are in a sanitary condition, properly heated 
and ventilated. 

I have examined the jail, find it well heated and ventilated, 
aud in asanitary condition. There has been only twelve pris- 
overs confined ; no sickness or death. - 

Sanitary condition of poor-house good, Inmates about 12 ; 
no sickness or death. All otber public buildings in the county 
are in good sanitary condition. , 

As there has been no statistics kept, it is impossible to give 
a correct statement of births and deaths, I might add in re- 
gard to births among the colored population, the deaths are 
about one-third owing to the incom petent,mid- wives. 

In closing, bave no suggestion to make in regard to pre- 
venjion of diseases in the county. Will only suggest that a 
law beenacted by which the Board of Supervisors of each 
county be compelled to pay the Health Officer a stipulated 
salary. ` 


JEFFERSON COUNTY. ` 


REPORT OF DR. A. K, MCNAIR, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


In obedience to your instructions I hereby submit the follow- 
ing report as Chief Heaith Officer of Jefferson county. The 
number of inhabitants in my connty is seventeen thuusand three 
hundred and seventy-six. Iam unable to estimate the birth 
and deathsrate in my county for the reason that physicians 
have kept no record of either. I have written to all the leading 
physicians, but they were unable to give me any assistance in 
this respect. From the information I could get from different 
portions of the county, I think there has been less sickness 
during the present year than last, and the death-rate less. 
The disease that caused the greatest death-rate in my county 
was dysentery. This prevailed epidemically in the eastern and 
southern portions of the county. It commenced the first of 
June and continued for two months ; was of a typhoid type, in 
some cases lasting six weeks ; was attended with constant fever, 
the temperature ranging from 102 to 104Fo.; pulse above 10C 
most of the time; the bowels passed blood and mucus in most 
eases as often as once an hour, sometimes much more frequent. 
As to the origin of the disease I could trace it to no definite 
cause, unless it was the water used fordrinking and cooking 
purposes. This was obtained from springs and wells. Of the 
fifteen white families attacked with it only one used cistern 
water, and all of the 15 colored families used spring water. The 
water from the springs and wells was clear and cool, but in 
every case where I examined it there was lime or soda present. 
This disease could be traced to the south and cast where spring 
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and well water is used almost exclusively. This is in the 
counties of Franklin and Amite. There has been less pneu- 
monia in my county this year than last. Lattribute this to the 
dry warm winter. Our county has escaped almost all conta- 
gious diseases. There has been only a few cases of measles of a 
mild form. During the months of Jolie August and Septem- 
ber we had some cases of hemorrhagic malarial fever, which 
proved fatal in about fifty per cent. 

I have visited the public sohool-houses and found them ina 
bad condition for affording light, and not well arranged for pro- 
tection against inclement weather. The attendance on the 
public schools has spread no contagious diseases. There has 
been no contagious diseases among the animals, except a dis- 
temper that manifested itself by a cough of a mild order. 

The first months of -the winter were warm and dry, and in 
consequence of this pneumonia and diseases of the air passages 
were less frequent. Pneumonia was more frequent and fatal 
among the colored than the white population. Venereal diseases 
prevailed among the negroes to a considerable extent. The 
slaughtering of animals is done in open air outside the corpo- 
rate lim.ts of our county towns, consequently there is nothing 
to complain of in this respect. The butcher stalls are kept in 
a good sanitary condition, Water is obtained mostly from 
cisterns except in the eastern portion of the county where 
spring and well water is used, ` 

The county jail is in good sanitary condition. There has 
been fifty-three prisoners confined in it during the present year, 
without any sickness. It is well ventilated by warming stoves 
in which eoal is used. 

The poor-house is in a good sanitary condition, well warmed 
and well ventilated. There was during the present year seven- 
teen admissions; of these eight died, one from syphilitic psison- 
ing, two from malarial fever, two from paraylsis, two from epi- 
lepsy and one trom pneumonia. I would state that they 
were in an exhausted condition when admitted, so much so that 
there was little to be expected from treatment. 


a 


KEMPER COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. H. LIPSCOMB, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


It is impoasible to answer intelligently the queries proposed 
by the State Board, on account of the diverse elements at work 
as laborers in the profession, many of whom are careless, and 
many ignorant of the necessity of such statistics, there is no 
means at hand to arrive at even approximate results, In addi- 
tion to the want of interest and professional pride, the Board 
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of Police in the county have concluded that they did not need 
a Health Officer, as the statute gave them the right to discon. 
tinue the office, and consequently no appropriation has been 
made. The answers and comments are approximate, for reas- 
ons above stated. 

The number of inhabitants is estimated at 18,000. 

The mortality is not above 12 per cent and may be less. The 
amcunt of sickness from all causes was less than usual. The 
average death rate is, in the opinion of many physicians, lessened. 
‘The cause of death from diseases of the abdominal viscera largely 
predominate, including in this class enteric fever, and allied 
types of disease. This includes infantile summer troubles fn, 
cident to this class of our population. Especially do the freed- 
men suffer on account of improper nourishment, exposure and 
want of proper clothing, Broneho-pneumonia and strictly 
pneumonic troubies come next on the list, especially in the 
prairie region of this county. An epidemic of dysentery bas 
invaded the central and northern portion of the county, as it 
did the central and southern last year, but with results not so 
fatal, better modes of treatment following a more extensive 
knowledge of the disease. or perhaps the epidemic not being so 
virulent in character lessened the death rate. It is impossible 
with the limited powers af the command of the Health Officer 
to approach anything like accuracy in gleaning any statistics 
as to months in which there was an inerease or decrease of mor- 
tality from any class of diseases, and the different localities in 
the county are subject to a peculiar class of diseases character- 
istic of that locality, and the physicians are indifferent to the 
collecting of any dataof a reliable kind, 

There is evidently a growing knowledge of hygiene, and the 
laws of health as well as an increased desire to act in accord- 
ance with them on the part of the people. 

Many cases of zymotic diseases have been traced directly to 
drinking water. The extreme dryness of the winter, spring 
and summer, caused the sipe wells to run low, and the water 
held jn a concentrated form all the disease producing elements, 
which in ordinary seasons are held in weaker solution. The 
cisterns also during the summer and fall received the showers 
as they fell, and the housetops covered with dust, aud rich in 
insect life, were washed by the passing showers, and the mat- 
ter carried into the cisterns, showed under the microscope 
almost every character of animacule., But, though we ex- 
pected a low grade of disease from the effects ot this water, 
there was a lessened sick rate up to the first of November. 
Evidences, however, are beginning, at this writing, to show 
that the result would be as expected. By a system of filtering, 
rude bué effectual, most of the effete matter can be separated 
from the fluid, and the danger lessened.” The school buildings 
generally are in a good sanitary condition, and the county jail 
is not occupied. I have not examined it or the poor-house, as 


MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 7I 


the officers of the county decline acknowledging the authority 
of the Health Officer and have, as far as they are concerned, 
abolished the office. I will continue’ to act, and in an emer- 
gency may be useful. 

Some action tending to a system of vital statistics being put 
in operation, ought to be brought before the profession of the 
State, and the Health Officer of each county empowered to col- 
lect them from the several physicians in his jurisdiction. 
Without some action legalizing this collection any attempt to 
do so would be abortive. 


A 


LINCOLN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. E. J, BOWEN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I beg leave to make the following report for the current 

year : 
“ The number of inhabitants of Lincoln county, estimating- 
five for every voter, would aggregate about 15000° If the death 
rate be about the same as our nearest cities, wherein registra- 
tions are kept, the number of deaths per annum would amount 
to more than 300. Without any data Iam inclined to estimate 
the death rate less than this number generally, and partica- 
larly this year, 

The topography of this county is favorable for health. Be- 
ing on the dividing line between the Mississippi on the West, 
and Pearl River on the East: it has the most favorable atti- 
tude for drainage, and an abundant pine forest, which is gener- 
ally admitted to be favorable to health. 7 

If I am correct in estimating the health to be better, and the 
death rate to be less during the present year, I would attribute 
the result to some variation in the meteorological conditions, 
and not to any particular improvements in the habits or man- 
ners of living among the inhabitants; except perhaps since 
quinine has become cheaper a greater number of the inhabi- 
tants who have heretofore used yarious nostrums and chill 
cures, when afflicted with malarial fevers, do now resort to the 
use of quinine in the early attacks of fever, and thus escape 
snffering and death that come by improper home medication. 
I find quinine in more general use than it was formerly, and I 
think Lam called less frequently to treat cases of malarial 
Ces and that there are fewer deaths from that class of 

evers, 

From that class of diseases called zymotic diseases, such as 
yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, typhoid fever, 
measles, whooping cough, cerebro-spinal-meningitis, and diph- 
therin, there has been a remarkable exemption. With the ex- 
ception of whooping cough, there has been but few cases of 


72 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 


them reported to me, and I do not remember a year when there 
was no measles before this. I heard of but two cases of scarlet 
fever and two of diphtheria during the year. One of the cases 
of diphtheria came on in a child that was using flannels lately 
used by another child that had died of pseudo-membranous- 
croup. Dr. J. M. Martin, who reported these cases, thinks 
there was no mistake in the diagnosis of thesa two cases, and 
that they stood in the relation of cause and efféct to each 
other. K 

The public buildings of the county are generally ina sanitary 
condition. The school houses are most too well ventilated for 
the winter term, The number of prisoners confined in our jail 
during the year was twenty-nine, averaging about six days each, 
with no sickuess nor deaths, ‘The average number of paupers 
in our poor house is about fifteen. The greater number of 
these became paupers by reason of old age, and the infirmi- 
ties incident thereto. No deaths among fhe paupers have been 
reported to me, though it is usual to have soms deaths at the 
poor house, because many of the subjects are first admitted 
when almost in a dying condition, being old cripples, who have 
ne friends or relatives to support them in their Jast lingering 
Uiness, S 

It is impossible for me to give reliable statistics for sunitary 
use, because of the lack of all system of registration. Upon 
which Ithink the year has been unusually healthy, and remark- 
ably free from all epidemic- or contagious diseases. No yellow 
fever, no small pox, or cholera, or measles. 

From some cause I cannot, say what, the disease known as 
mumps or parotitis, was very prevalent, usual mostly during 
the spring months. 


LOWNDES COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, B, A. VAUGHAN, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


In compliance with the Statutes of the State, I send you my 
annual report. as *‘Chief H-alth Officer,” for Lowndes county. 
The year 1887 has been an exaggeration of 1885-6, as to the 
prevalence of disease, as well as climatic variations. This is 
especially applicable to the months of July, August and Sep- 
tember. During these months a general drought prevailed, to 
much greater extent than at any time heretofore recorded. 
Streams were dry for the first time inthe memory of this peo- 
ple; the water line in sipe wells as well as in sub-soil has been 
exceptionally low, while the flow from Artesian wells have been . 
greatly lessened; this latter phenomenon was decidediy noticea- 
ble on or immediately after the late earthquake disturbances. 

Since the subsoil moisture has been exceptionally low, fevers 
of a typhoid and gastric type have been unusually prevalent,. 
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and are at this reporting prevalent. Until this season a typical 
case of typhoid fever had not been seen in Lowndes county for 
years, though some of the socalled typho-malarial fevers were séen 
in some poorly drained and unsanitary localities. This season 
they have been so typical that scarce a variation from the 
description in the books has been noticeable, unless it be the 
morning exacerbation of temperature, rather than inthe even- 
ings- as is generally seen ana described. Iam pleased to re— 
port a per centage of mortality in this fever so far, as very low, 

Inspection of the localities where typhoid fever existed, 
failed to give me evidence of a local cause; it is true that the 
portable water was exceptionably low in the sipe wells of the 
locality, but a careful examination of the water did not give 
evidence of impurity; though I confess, I would not have re- 
cognized the microscopic germ, now claimed to be present in 
and the cause ol such fever; my con*lusiony are, that transpira- 
tion from the deep subsoil, must be the chief factor in the 
diffusion of the cause of the fever in this section of the State. 

Maladies of the digestive system toa limited extent were 
seen in the spring and early months of summer. Much of the 
diarrhoeal disorders were a sequence to an epidemic of measles. 
This malady was introduced into this county on the 18th of 
April last, by a family from Birmingham, Ala. Whooping 
cough has been with us the whole year. Isolation was attempt- 
ed, but the effort was not seconded by the people, and both 
maledies were soon well scattered over the county by their in- 
troduction into the public schools, and the Industrial Institute 
and College; and through this latter source, I fear, scat~ 
tered over the State. Its introduction into the dormitory 
of the’ College was near the close of the term, (the first 
eases having been concealed,) when it was known ‘that a 
number of pupils were sick with measles, a pretty general rush 
was made for home, but after they had been pretty generally 
exposed to the contagion. The report from the other counties 
ofthe State, will inform your board, if the suggested conse- 
quence occurred. 

There were no deaths from either malady among the pupils, 
and the mortality in the county was very small when the ex- 
tent of the malady is considered, together with the fact, that. 
quite half of the attacked were exclusively in the care of the 
family. . 

The principal city of Lowndes county, Columbus, being an 
educational center of some magnitude, independent of the State 
College located here, I have, as the law requires, given consid~ - 
erable attention to their condition ; and will add in addition to: 
my former reports on schools, that the Franklin Academy has 
an attendance quite too full for the capacity of the buildings;. 
all the rooms are more or less crowded ; the means used to heat 
these crowed rooms is unhygienic, and the school hours are 
` such e the best sanitarians of the country condemn. An in- 
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crease in the room is contemplated by the erection uf a new 
and modernly constructed school building, where it is promised 
all the requirements for good sanitation and ventilation will be 
observed. The school directors, however, seem to be directed 
in their legislation for this school by the wishes and conve- 
nience of the Faculty of Teachers more than by considerations 
för the physical health of the pupils, as to the hours of school 
life, and the tasks to be performed out of school hours y 


THE INDUSTRIAL INSTITUTE AND COLLEGT. 


-In addition to the report incident to measles being intro. 
duced into this institution, I beg to report the need for an in- 
firmary, This isa necessity to an institution of tkis size. The 
present accommodation is a small room of two beds. I sug- 
gest tbat had proper and commodious accommodation been 
had for measles cases Inst season, the flight home need not 
have occurred, 

Another very much needed work here is the finishing the 
laundry apartments. As it is now, the girls while at work in 
the laundry are exposed to the heat of uncovered steam pipes, 
which are almost touched by their heads, in passing to aud 
fro, while under foot they are on a floor of earth. Headaches, 
colds and deranged condition of functions of her sex, are said 
to be frequent sequence fo laundry work inthe laundry rooms. 

Syncope was ofcommon occurrence among the girls last 
term. Heating by steam unregulated by thermometers was con- 
sidered one cause for the frequent attacks of syncope. but they 
continued and increased as the summer advanced. My oppor- 
tunity to observe personally was limited ; but from observation 
and information, my conclusions are that the frequent and long 
continued emotional exercises of the Hall of the Young Wo- 
man’s Christian Association and the Young Women’s Christian 
Temperance Union, together with similar exercises in their 
respective rooms, was the prime factor in most of the cases of 
physical and nervous prostration. The rules as regards the 
duties of the school hours, discipline and recreation are in 
conflict with advanced views of the necessities of hygiene, 

‘Water closets for the dormitory are too few for the proper 
accommodation of all the inmates. The same, may be said as 
to the bathing facilities. The outlet for the disposal of the 
water from the college is too near the buildings, for the sani- 
tation to keep good. ` 

The Statute requiring the reporting of contagious and infec- 
tious diseases, is entirély disregarded in this county, by both 
the medical profession and the house holder, as is also that 
statute relating to the practice of medicine without license. 

"` The public buildings of the county are as last reported, with 
the exception of the,county jail. The old jail building has 
been sold to a cotton mill company, and the-county is now 
erecting a jail with all the modern conveniencés, and are care- 
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ful to comply with requirements which will secure good sani- 
tation and ventilation, : 

I am unable to giye accurately the vital statisties of Lowndes 
county ; no report of deaths, or certificates for burial are now 
required by the county and city officials ; norcan I approximate 
such report with accuracy because of the removals in the last 
year from this county to Birmingham and the Mississippi and 
‘Yazoo bottoms. 

The population of the county at its last estimate was 29,000, 
with 11,000 educable children.’ The burials in the city of 
Columbus this year was adults, 29; children, 9; aggregate, 38; 
which estimated for the county would give 380 or 13.003 per 
1,000 of population. The mortality has been chiefly from 
sequels: of measles and from typhoid fever ; especially has this 
been the case with that class of population who fail to reeog- 
nize the prodromal stage of typhoid fever, and who cannot 
secure proper food and nursing. Thisapplies also tó sequelæ of 
measles and whooping cough. . 

The death rate for the county must have been an increase 
over the usual rate, because of the deaths from measles and 
whooping-cough among the infants and children. This I esti- 
mated to ke larger in the county than the eity of Columbus; 
because of the less frequent call for professional assistance in 
the country than. the city. 

Of the nine diseases mentioned in 16, this county has had no 
yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, cerebro-spinal 
meningitis or diphtheria. 

Because of the existence of measles among the pupils of the 
public schools, some of these schools were temporarily closed 
to prevent the spread of the disease; this was only partially 
suctessful because of the lateness of information lodged with 
the County Superintendent of Public Education for the County. 
The school buildings of the whole county are not provided 
with ventilation, other than the doors and windows, nor has 
any special reasons based upon hygiene, governed the selection 
of location of the school houses. The heating and ventilation 
is solely in charge of the teachers, the majority of whom are 
governed by their own sensations in regulating these factors. 

The county of Lowndes has no “poor-house:” the poor are 
farmed out to Captain T. Eggleston, who keeps them on a farm, 
and in ordinary faim houses, 

There were fourteen prisoners in jail during the year, two of 

. whom died; one from consumption, and one idiot; the former a 
consumptive for years before confinement in jail; none of the 
other prisoners were sick: except from some slight temporary 
indisposition, 

The site of all slaughter houses in the county are unsanitary, 
selections having been made where streanis from Artesian 
wells or drains flow, so that the soilis never dry, which receives 


76 MISSISSIPPI STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 


the refuse from the slaughter houses, their being no special care 
taken in disposal of the waste, except fo see it can fall into- 
the water of the drain or stream. _ 

“Concert Hall” is the only theater building in the county ; it 
has neither fire-escape, or special provision for ventilation ; 
the other public-buildings of the county are church edifices, 
hotels and court house, all of which are fairly sanitary with no 
fire-escapes, or special ventilation ; the only public buildings 
in the county, where special ventilation has been attempted, 
are the Industrial Institute and College, and the County Jail 
and Cotton Mills buildings, which are now in process of erect- 
ion. 

No register of births and deaths having been kept, none 
being required by county or town officials, [am unable to report 
on this subject, or that of still borns, or illegitimates, 

All accidents from the use of kerosene oil, except in two in- 
cidents, have been without fatal or serious consequences. Two 
children left alone at night, were with the building they were in, 
destroyed by fire; the fire was occasioned by explosion of 
kerosene oil. 

Hereto I give the rainfall and mean temperature for each 
month, from October, 1886 to October, 1887: 


Oct. 1886—Rainfall......0.15 Mean Temperature........68 
sk t ~ H 


Nov. 1886 — BH EE DO 
Dec. 1886 GE KC s E E 
dan, 1887 SR EC ER fe maids eteng OO 
Feb. 1887 d 200 ët * We ashe e DS 
Mar. 1887 ES nn BA H š; EE 
Apr. 1887 * Age SE, 8 gé DEE e 
May 1887 = ......289 « Ho eee 70 
June 1887 CEET 5.20 =“ GENEE 80 
July 1887 ore 4.07 “ Ve denge GE 
Aug. 1887 GEET 279 “ GE kt 
Sept.1887 o AT “ ar 176 
Oct. 1887 ep E ° “8 ‘ uate waders 51 


The highest mean temperature for one week was the second 
week of July being 82 degrees, the lowest was the first week in 
January, being 26 degrees, 

The sanitation of the county has not improved during the 
year, owing, according to my judgment, to the general neglect 
of surface drainage, and che total neglect of sub-soil drainage, 
as well as the indifferent carelessness as to drinking and porta- 
ble water. This applies both to sipe wells and artesian wells. 
The city of Columbus is supplied with water works, the source 
of the water being an Artesian well, no care being taken to exe 
clude surface drainage, or the collection of sedimental deposits 
from the pumping place or.resevior, consequently the water 
furnished is often offensive in odor, from the sediments. 
pumped into the City Resevoir. ` ` 
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I beg to renew the suggestions of former reports as to coun- 
ter prescribing by druggists and merchants as a prominent fac- 
tor in a large percentage of fatal diseases, ay well as inciting 
chronic diseases which sometimes leads to pauperism. 


MARSHALL COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. CHESLEY DANIEL, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I have the honor to submit the following report : 

The number of inhabitants of Marshall county at this date 
is about twenty-eight thousand. 

For want of statistics it would be impossible to estimate the 
number of deaths that have occurred during the past year. It 
is reasonable to suppose from all the knowledge that can be 
acquired, that the amount of sickness during the year has been 
less than in previous years, What the amountof this diminu- 
tion has been can not be accurately estimated. Judging from 
the general healthfulness during the year I would say that the 
rate of deaths to the inhabitants has been less than the average, 
how much less cannot be ascertained at this time. Dysentery 
was more than usually prevalent in the southern portion of the 
county during the past summer and early fall. The supposed 
cause of this unusual prevalence was malaria, as the dysentery 
usually accompanied some form of malarial fever. Malarial 
diseases and acute pulmonary troubles were less than usually 
prevalent during the year. This lessened prevalence was due 
probably to the mildness of the winter and the dryness of the 
summer. 

There was more than the usual mortality from the dysentery 
mentioned above, due perhaps, to its unusual malignancy and 
its complication with malarial poisoning, 9 

I cannot say that the rate of mortality from any cause or 
disease was less tban usual. The-latter part of August and Ist 
of September was the time at which the dysentery alluded to 
above was most prevalent. 

No unusual disease occured in the county during the year. 
No yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, cerebro- 
spinal meningitis nor diphtheria occurred within my knowl- 
edge. The number of cases and months of occurrence of ty- 
phoid fever, whooping-cough and measles cannot be ascertained. 

Attendance on the public schools has most probably been 
the cause of the spread of measles and whooping-cuugh. 

No diseases of animals have been brought to my notice. 

The past winter was mild, and both winter and spring were 
accompanied with only a moderate rainfall. The summer was 
very warm, and both summer and fall unusually dry, 
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No accidents from kerosene oil, petroleum, gasoline or other 
product of petroleum have been brought to my notice, 

The slaughter houses, market houses and butcher-stalls as 
far as I have been able te examine, are kept in a clean and 
sanitary condition.: Water for drinking and culinary purposes 
is obtained from cisterns, wells and springs, and is generally 
pure. No prevalence of disease has been caused from the use 
of water from any special source. No disease has been con- 
tracted from animals, nor from the use of impure milk. 

The only public hall of importance in the county is the Ma. 
sonic Hall, at Holly Springs, which is well ventilated and pro- 
vided with fire escapes. - 

The school houses in the county are generally in a deplorably 
unsanitary condition. With few exceptions they are badly 
constructed, open, and consquently poorly heated, having, in 
many instances, defective stoves and fire places. 

The county Superintendent of Education informs me that 
many of them are a disgrace to a civilized people. 

The county jail is well ventilated and heated, and is in a good 
sanitary condition. The number of prisoners during the year 
has been about sixty. - But two cases of sickness of importance 
have occurred among the prisoners during the year; one of 
consumption and one of accute mania, The former of these 
was removed from the jail before death, and the latter died in 
jail—these being the only deaths that occurred. 

The poor house isin a fairly sanitary condition, The dis- 
posal of some of the old matresses and bedsteads and their re- 
placement by new ones might very properly be done on account 
of vermin. There have been about twenty inmates during the 
year. No record has been keptof the number of cases of sick- 
ness and their diseases, though sickness has prevailed to but a 
limited extent among the inmates. Four deaths have occurred 
dzring the year—one from old age, two from consumption, and 
one from “chronic dysentery and womb disease,” : 

It would be impossible, since no statistics are kept, to report 
the number of births and deaths that have occurred in the 
county during the year. 


-MONROE COUNTY. 


REPORT OF J. M. GREENE, M. D., CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
í 


nenn. 


During the year ending September 30, 1886, the general 
health of this county was excellent. No disease could Dë said 
to prevail except catarrhal dysentery, which was of a mild 
type and without serious results, Pseumonia and malarial 
fevers were ata minimum, Measles. and whooping-cough ob- 
tained sparsely, and a few casesof typhoid fever were observed. 
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Three cases of diphtheria were reported to me, but as they 
oceurred in the practice of another sanitary officer, I deemed it 
unnecessary to inspect them, or direct subsequent manage- 
ment. No case of malarial ieamaturia came to my knowledge. 
In the winter of 1886-7, and spring of 1887, pneumonia 
was again at a minimum. Indeed, no disease had general 
prevalence except catarrhal conditions, some of which strongly 
bore the aspect of influenz1, and in some rare instances, result- 
ed fatally. E f 

With the advancing year, morbific influences increased in 
number and force, and by midsummer, the per cent of sick- 
ness and mortality was beyond any rate known in the county 
since 1878. For several months dysentery held the lead in 
prevalence and severity, and, in some places, was quite fatal. 
It obtained so generally, and under local conditions so diverse, 
as to justify the opinion that the principal factors in its etiolo- 
gy were meteorological. It was supplemented by cholera mor- 
bus and choleraic diarrhea, 

Whooping cough continued to hold some sway, and measles 
put in an occasional appearance. 

Typhoid fever presented us with more cases than at any 
time for thirty years. It is computed that about fifteen cases 
occurred in the county. 

The first case Known to the writer was in a railroad oflicial 
brought from a neighboring construction camp, and treated 
inthe principal hotel of Aberdeen. Soon after, another case 
in the person of a commercial traveler arrived, and was treated 
at thesame hotel. This house was well filled with resident 
family boarders and other inmates; but with antisepticised 
bedpans, proper disposal of excretions, and other like precau- 
tions; no cases occurred among the hotel inmates or those who 
visited and nursed the sick. A third case from abroad, in 
another commercial traveler was treated here in a private resi- 
dence, in which there soon appeared another mild but typical 
attack. 

- Some other cases have occurred in the city and county, but 
in localities so varied, and under conditions so diverse, as to 
make it impracticable to trace a genesis. 

Typieal expressions of intermittent and remittent fever have 
been comparatively infrequent, but a form of continued fever 
has prevailed extensively, and in still in active force. 

It is characterized by a febrile temperature of moderate de- 
gree, (average maximum 103,) without regular diurnal varia- 
tions, apparently self limiting, (refusing any response to any 
antiperiodics.) continuing from 14 to 21 days, and presenting 
no discernible special pathology. I have always classified it 
as the ‘Febris Continua Communis”? of the old writers, and 
have not known a fatal termination of it. . 
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Asa moral and material suppor, to the Health Officer in 
sanitary efforts, I at last prevailed upon the city government 
of Aberdeen, in July, to organize a local Board of Health, 
composed of "the Chief Health Officer, the several physicians 
of the city, two members of the Board of Selectmen, two 
members of the Board of Trade and two men from the citizens 
at large; and to provide for a sanitary policeman, to serve 
under direction of the Chief Health Officer. Under this sys- 
tem much salutary work was accomplished, but the measures 
although repeatedly applied for before, were accorded too late 
in the season for full practical results. And already the city 
government, in an unwise zeal for economy, has withdrawn the 
service of the sanitary policeman. 

The poor-house, prison and public schools have received due 
attention. 

Effort is still being made to obtain an office of the meteorolo- 
gical bureau at this | place, with now a good prospect of success. 

With this intelligently and correctly administered, the Chief 
Health Officer might be enabled to contribute something to- 
ward the laudable cause of the “Collective Investigation of 
Disease.” 
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OKTIBBEHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. N, AMES, CHEIF HEALTH OFFICER, 


The population of Oktibbeha county is about 18.000. White 
6,000. Black 12.000. Number of deaths about 30. The gen- 
eral health bas not been as good as usual. We have heen free 
of epidemics during the last year, save Measles ind anuary, 
and Whooping cough i is all over the county, 

Malarial diseases have been the most extensive and of a more 
serious type than any other disease of endemic character. The 
town of Starkville has been healthier than usual. 

Dr. James Edwaras of Sturges, (Sturges isa depot west of 
this place on the Illinois Central Railroad,) reports 31 deaths 
from all causes, that occurred is the practice of several physi 
cians in the neighborhood, Their practice, however, was not 
confiued to Oktibbeha county, but embraced a portion of Choc- 
taw and Webster counties. He thinks that about‘ one-half ` 
were in this county. He attributes the increased number of 
cases aud more than ordinary malignancy in Sturges and vicin- 
ity to the fact that a large pond of water near town was drained 
during the bot months of summer. 

Dr. Edwards also reports that malarial fevers were more per- 
valent during the months of August and September,and that the 
type was so called Typho- -malarial fever and that rongestive 
malarial fever was principally confined to young children, The 

. children that died had convulsions. 
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Dr, Bevel is located in the southern part of this county, and 
his practice carries him across Noxubee river into Winston 
county. He reports that he treated three cases of Malarial 
Hematuria successfully, and that he met with an increased 
number of Typho-malarial fever, compared with Jast year. 

The mortality this year has been almost confined to children 
with malarial fever, and whooping cough, complicated with 
capillary bronchitis More negro children have died from 
whooping cough than white children, owing to neglect and 
want of medical attention. It is impossible for me to make out 
anything like areliable mortuary report. The whole business 
is guess work with me in this report, and I can only gather an 
outline as to the prevalence of different diseases and number of 
deaths. I propose however to get facts and present them ina 
better shape next report. 

Dr. Edwards reports one case of Cerebro—Meningitis, 
(spinal) and two deaths from Puerperal septicemia. 

Whooping—cough is at this time an epidemic at all points in 
the county. This disease has been marked by the mildness of 
its character, owing principally, I presume, to adry autumn 
and fine weather for the past few months. However there has 
been several deaths. Six in number, all confined to the negro 
population and all children. The cause, immediate cause, was 
capillary Bronchitis as an intercurrent complication. 

There were 30 cases of Measles at the A. & M. College dur- 
ing the month of January last, with no deaths. Some of the 
students introduced the disease after returning from a visit home 
during the Christmas holidays. ° 

Measles was scattered through the county from this point, 
until there were perhaps one hundred cases in the neighbor- 
hood. ~ 

Have no way of ascertaining the number of deaths from this 
disease. As far as I know, there were none. 

To give an idea of the topography of Oktibbeha county I will 
state ‘that about on third of the county is Prairie, the eastern 
third north and south, and the remaining portion of the county 
is undulating, with the exception of some flat woods that ex- 
tends from the centre towards the south. 

In the Black Hammock and Prairie lancs drinking water is 
obtained trom cisterns containing rain water, which is very 
pure, The population of the western part of the county have 
wells and springs of running water. 

The best farming lands are on creek bottoms, and the far- 
mers have malarial diseases every summer and fall, more or 
less, From some cause unknown to me the people of this por- 
tion of the county have had more sickness this year than usual, 
and with greater fatality. f 

There were five deaths from Phthisis Pulmonalis in the 
county, all white. There were probably more deaths from this 
disease aniong the negroes, as consumption is more common in 
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this race of people. It is impossible to gather such informa- 
tion from the colored people, because many die who liave had 
no medical attention. > 

-F have examined the Jail and find that each cell is ventilated 
by a window, and have no means of mskiog prisoners comfor- : 
table in winter, as there are no provisions made for heating the 
rooms. ` 

The reason for not having stoves is the fear of fire, as the 
Jail is built of wood, and very insecure. coos 

I have examined the different public schools and found no 
complaint to make against any of them with reference to venti- 
lation. Neither in the sleeping apartments nor recitation 
rooms, Besides the A. & M. College, we have two other 
SE one a large Female College, and the other a mixed 
school. 

We have a public Hall in Starkville that I consider insuffi- 
ciently ventilated, and badly constructed in other respects, 
particularly as to escape in case of fire, as there is but one door 
and its ‘oo narrow. 

No epidemie diseases among cattle. 


RANKIN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR, W. D WHITE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I hand you herewith my report as Chief Health Officer of 
Rankin county, and no one can regret more than I its incom- 
plete, indefinite character, made so by the lack of means for 
gathering data of a reliable nature, 

Many points upon which it is contemplated that reports 
would be made, as reasonably inferred from the tenor of the 
questions propounded in your circular letter, embrace matters 
hot knowable except in those sections where the careful and 
accurate registration of vital and mortuary statistics is made 
compulsory, 

Upon all points where data are obtainable T have taken care 
to be precise, but in others any opinion will savor strongly of 
guess work, 

The population of the county is believed to be about 15,000; 
7,000 whites and 8,000 blacks. The death rate is usually quite 
low, and the past year has not been especially exceptional. 
Dysentery (epidemic) and hemorrhagic malarial fevers were 
mora prevalent than usual, though as they were conlined to cit- 
cumscribed limits, I do not regard the death rate (annexed) 
materially increased thereby, Dysentery prevailed chiefly in 
the months of May, June aud July, and malarial fevers in Sep- 
tember and October. 
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During the Spring months, and again since the beginning of 
autumn, cutaneous diséases have prevailed. There was through- 
out the country a number ot cases of scabies and several other 
forms of skin disease highly contagious, that I confess my in- 
ability to classify: 

No cases of yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet fever, 
nor any other contagious or epidemic diseases ocenred during 
the year, except as already mentioned. 

Sporadic vases of typhoid fever, measles, whooping cough, 
and diphtheria have occurred. I have ascertained that the lat- 
ter disease prevailed rather frequently in the southern portion: 
of the county, duriag the year, but did not assume the propor- 
tions of an epidemic. 

The public schools have not been the medium for the spread 
of any disease so far as Tam informed except the cutaneous 
diseases named above. <A few cases of charbon occured among 
horses during the summer in the most western pari of the 
county, bordering on the swamps of Pelahaichie Creek and 
Pearl River, but was mild in its manifestations and yielded 
readily to treatment, This is the third year of its occurence in 
the same region. a 

The year has been unusually dry one, and though no record 
has, been kept, Iam sure the rainfall is far below the mean. 

There has been no accident resulting from the use of any of 
the produvts of petroleum, so far as I know. 

The drinking water throughout the county is procured from 
cisterns, wells and springs and is I think of average purity, or 
perhaps above. 

The school houses all over the county are badly constructed, 
poorly-ventilated and poorly heated, and upon this point some 
emphasis ought to be laid and some means adopted to enforce 
attention to and remedy of these defects. Many of the afflic- 
tions of school children are, in my judgment directly traceable 
to these causes. ae 

The imperfect lighting of these houses is also a serious de- 
fect. Ihave from time to time examined the county jail and 
have noted that it is well kept, and I suppose it is as weil heated 
and ventilated as may be consistent with the safe keeping of 
the inmates, But.I confess I saw a prisoner in one of the 
cages recently suffering with agne, and as he could not be ina 
room where there was a fire, I thought how detective, not to 
say, heartless, the approved mode of jail building is. . 

About titty prisoners have been confined in jail and no case of 
sickness requiring the attention of a physician bas occurred, 
except one of intermittent fever. No deaths. 

The sanitary condition of the poor house is tair but not per- 
Iert, It is greatly improved however since two years ago when 
its condition was disgraceful owing to the penurious as well as 
eareless methods in vogue by the Board of Supervisors, ‘The 
number of inmates is from twenty to twenty-two. It varies. 
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The class of persons sent there embrace usually aged negroes 
—few whites go. The diseases are usually chronic, such as 
alcers, rheumatism, scrofula, consumption, ete. The death rate 
is high, though up to date no record is kept, 

To make any estimate of vital statistics for the county or at 
least to attempt accuracy as to details as contemplated by the 
question relating to age, color, nativity, etc., without data or 
means of acquiring them would be to invoke the domain of 
guess work and therefore be valueless. r 

I bope the State Board will use every means to induce the 
~ next Legislature to enact laws, with ample penalty attached, to 
enforce the registration of vital and mortuary statistics. There 
are other recommendations I would like to make but for fear of 
trespassing I forbear. 


SHARKEY COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. R. HARPER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Sharkey county contains about eight thousand inhabitants, 
one-fourth white and three-fourths colored. 

The cultivated and cleared lands lie along the different 
streams of the county from which there *s a gradual slope back 
to the swamps which covers about two-thirds of the entire lands, 
These are under water about four months in the year, From 
the natural position and condition of the county itis subject 
to all forms of malarial fevers. ‘The present year has been an 
unusnally healthy one on account of the long continued dry 
weather. The desths from all causes have been Jess than pre- 
vious years. No contagious or infectious diseases have visited 
the county during the year except a few cases of whooping- 
cough with two deaths. At present there is no system of re- 
porting deaths, births, etc., and no estimate can be made of 
them. The number of illegitimate children are about 8 per 
cent of all children born in the county. 

The county jail is in fine sanitary condition, The number 
ot pr’soners confined during 1887 are about 54, with no cases 
of sickness, and no deaths. The other public bnildings, viz : 
County office building and Courthouse are in good condition. 
‘The school houses are inferior in every respect from a sanitary 
stand point. The slaughter houses are kept clean and neat. 

Deer Creek has a collection of moss within the stream which 
render the people living in the immediate vicinity subject to fre- 
‘quent attack of malarial fevers. Typhoid fever is almost un- 
‘known. Pneumonia and malarial hematuria are the diseases 
most fatal in this portion of the “Delta”? There is no way in 
which to improve the country in regard to health, except by a 
systematic drainage, 
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The water for cooking and drinking purposes is obtained 
mostly from wells. Under the Permanganate of Potassium test 
the water is found to contain a great deal of organic matter. 
This renders the people liable to accute attacks ‘of dysentery. 
There has been no grave attacks since 1884, 

The health of the country is nearly wholly dependent on the 
amount of rainduring the summer months, A wet season is 
always accompanied by the most malignant types of intermit- 
tent and remittent fever. 7 

No contagious diseases has been among the animals this 

ear. 
d The county needs asystem whereby the physicians of the 
county can co-operate with the Health Officer, and keep a 
correct account or record of the diseases, births and deaths. 


SCOTT COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. H. H. HARALSON, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Fond 
L 


I respectfully submit the following report as Health Officer of 
Scott county. 

I estimate the number of inhabitants of Scott county to be 
about ten thousand, No reliable estimute can be mace con- 
cerning the number of deaths. 

The amount of sickness during the year, perhaps, less than 
the average during previous years. . The rates of deaths to the 
inhabitants was, I think, also less, but about the same as last 
year, as to amount of sickness. 

Malarial fevers have been less frequent during the year, exx 
cept perhaps, the continued remittent. I attibute the lessened 
prevalence to the dry summér and autumn, 

We have had none of the nine diseases mentioned in No. 16,. 
except cerebro-spinal meningitis, and it prevailed endemically 
only. The cases occurred in August and September. 

The attendance upon the public schools has spread none of 
the diseases mentioned in No. 16. 

No particular disease has prevailel extensively among any 
of the animals of the county during the year. 

As to the meteorological condition, I can report nothing spe- 
cific, but think an unusually small amount of rainfall during 
the months of July, August, September, October and Novem~ 
ber, to which as before stated, is attributable the lessened 
amount of malarial manifestations. 

No accidents from use of kerosene, petroleum, gasoline, nor 
other products of petroleum, 

No slaughter or market houses in the county. 
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Water for drinking and culinary purposes is obtained from 
cisterns, wells and springs, supposed to be pure, ay no special 
prevalence of any disease has been noticed in connection with 
the use of water from any special source. `, 

Iknow of noinstance where disease has been contracted 
from animals or impure milk. 

No theatres or public halisin the county. ` 

The school houses in the county, with very few exceptions, 
are in a decidedly unsanitary condition. They are well, 
though not properly, ventilated, poorly heated and lighted. I 
think that every public school house in every county-in- the 
State should be built according to specifications from State 
Board of Health, with funds from public treasury. This mat- 
ter should, I think, be presented and pressed for action upon 
the next Legislature. I can speak more positively concerning 
the school houses ot my own county, and unhesitatingly pro: 
nounce them both unhygienic and uncivilizing in their con: 
struction. ` 

I have examined thoroughly my county jail, and find it in 
very good sanitary condition. It is very well ventilated and 
heated. The total number of prisoners confined during the 
year is 34. Has been very little sickness.* No deaths. 

Our paupers are managed badly. We have no poor honse. 
They are let annually tothe lowest bidder. Ihave been urging 
upon our Cuuntfy Board of Supervisors the necessity and hu, 
manity of having a well kept poor house, They seem to be 
afraid of incuring the displeasure of their constituents. The 
sanitary condition of our paupers at present is had. 

As to the births and deaths of the connty I ean give no 
reliable information, and in this connection would suggest that 
each Health Officer of every county be provided with blanks; 
these blanks to be placed in the hands of every licensed physi- 
cian, and they be required to keep a correct record of deaths, 

_cause of death, age, sex, color, occupation and place of nativi- 
ty and births, giving name, sex, and color of child, Without 
some system of this kind, it is impossible to obtain data upon 
which to base a reliable report. I think thera should be a 
Health Officer in every county. The people do not appreciate 
the importance of sanitary laws, and when it is left to them, it 
is frequently neglected. The Legislature should also fix a 
mininmum and maximum salary for the Health Officer. I speak 
of this matter because experience and observation makes me 
know that the members of the Board of Supervisors are afraid 
in many instances to do what they honestly conceive to be their 
duty. . 

I will cheerfall render every assistance in my power to in- 
crease the power and usefulness of the State Board of Health, 
and of the sanitary laws of the State. 
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TISHIMINGO COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. W. A. HODGES, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


In submitting this, my annual report, for the year ending 
September 30th, I fear that I shall fail in giving information 
of valueon many of the subjects in your circular letter, There 

2 are many points upon which information is desired, that cannot, 
vy any possible means at my command, be satisfactorily an- 
siered? and I shall embrace only such as I can approximate a 
correct answer, ! 

I estimate that there has been a slight increase of population 
in the county over the census of 1880, of how much Iam una- 
ble to accurately say. _ 8 

As to the number of deaths, I have to state it is impossible 
to arrive at a correct estimate, there having been no record 
kept by any person in the county, (so faras my knowledge es: 
tends, ) excepting one or two physicians, I will state, however, 
simply as my opinion, that the deaths from all causes com- 
bined did not exceed the average for the preceding five years. 

The amount of sickness in the-county, so far as I have been 
able to ascertain, was abont as the average for the period of 
time.above mentioned. The latter months of 1886 were marked 
by no sickness worthy of note. January, Feburary and March 
contributed their usual quota of diseases common to these 
months. 

The latter days of March, and the month of April found sev- 
eral localities in the county in the midst of an epidemic of 
measeles, Though of a violent form, no deaths were re- 
ported; butin one or two communities, I now call to mind, 
farming operations were considerably delayed on account of it. 
_Throughout the summer months our people were exempt from 


sickness, except in Jocalities suited to the development of the 
malarial Cochexia. 


But this statement goes too far, About August 15th a case 
of typhoid fever was reported to me by the physician in atten- 
dance. Upon inquiry I ascertained that the patient had come 
into the county only a few days previously from Florence, Ala., 
and had been sick several days, and attended by a physician 
before coming. After a lingering illness of six or eight weeks, 
the patient recovered. The locality being a high, dry one, and 
in a sparsely settled community, I did not, anticipate any 
trouble from a spread of the disease. In this I was mistaken. 
But one of the immediate family—a girl of fourteen years, was 
attacked, and she had quite a mild case, both as to severity 
and length; but a neighbor, who assisted in nursing the patient 
had a hybrid fever, which for want ofa better name I will call 
typho-malarial. In the course of twelve days three other cases 
followed in thesame faimly. This family resided within half 
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a mile of the corporate limits of Iuka, and our physicians were 
soon called upon to treat quite a number of patients with these 
fevers in town. The first cases were of a somewhat doubtful 
nature, but were followed by others of a more pronounced type, 
showing clearly their position in the catalogue of fevers. All 
were of an adynamictype. Therehave been up to this writing 
about twenty cases in Iuka and its immediate vicinity; but 
properly a majority of these should not be embraced in this re- 
port, as they occupied October, November and a part of Decem- 
ber, these being at present, (December 13th.) two cases in town, 
Of-this number only three have died. Only a few isolated cases 
of like character to the above have been reported to me from 
other portions of the county. 

Quite a number ofour citizens during the summer and early 
fall months, did work at Sherffield, Ala., and on the line of the 
Sherffield and Birmingham Railroad; at which points, I am in- 
formed, there were many cases of typhoid and typho-malarial 
fevers. A number of them came home sick, and others were 
attacked, a short time after arriving, with these fevers; and I 
think that I am safe in asserting that this has been the means 
of spreading these diseases, (if I may so separate them, ) in the 
county. We have usually been exempt from fevers of this na— 
ture, not having had an epidemic of typhoid fever in the county 
for quite a number of years. 

Iam glad to report no case of the following named diseases 
as occurring in the county during the year: Yellow fever, 
small-pox, cholera, scarlet fever, or cerebro spinal meningitis; 
and I will add that there were very few, if any, genuine cases 
of diphtheria. 

The attendance on the public schools of the county was not 
the means during the year of spreading any contagious or in- 
fectious diseases. There were no epidemic diseases attacking 
animals. 

The meteorological conditions, as near as I am able to state, 
were as follows: 

The fall months were warm and almost free from rain ; Decem- 
ber was comparatively mild, but January and February contribu- 
ted a full share of cold and danip weather, while March and April 
furnished delightful weather throughout the greater portion of 
these monhs; May and June were comparatively dry and warm; 
July rainy and marked by high temperature, while August and 
eptember were hot and dry throughout. 

One case of death from kerosene oil has come to my knowledge. 
A negro man, by name, Alexander Toler, was awakened from 
sleep by the noise from the explosion of an ordinary brass lamp, 
and in attempting to carry out a table on which the oil was burn- 
ing, in the excitment of tne moment, allowed some of the burn- 
ing oil to get on his clothes, setting them on fire, and before he 
could extinguish the flames, or get help, was so badly burned that. 
he died in a few hours. e 
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The town of Iuka, I am sorry to say, is not in as good sanitary 
condition as I would like. I communicated with the municipal 
authorities at different times, entreated, threatened, and used every 
means which I thought advisable, to induce them to act, but it - 
failed of accomplishing its object. Finally the epidemic of typhoid 
fever stole in upon us, thereupon, after having issued some hand 
bills, calling upon all persons to thoroughly clean and disinfect 
their premises, I went before the Board of Mayor and Aldermen 
and made complaint of the unsanitary, condition of the town. 
They seemed to realize the necessity of doing something and im- 
mediately passed an order requiring all persons residing within the 
limits of the town to thoroughly clean and disinfect their premi- 
ses; or failing to comply would, upon being arrained before the 
mayor, be fined in a sum not under five or exceeding twenty-five 
dollars. This order was generally observed, but the alleys inthe 
rear of stores, where the debris and filth had been accumulating 
for months, (not haying been cleaned since early summer), were 
not touched, and to my certain knowledge no person was carried. 
before his honor, the mayor, by the city marshal, whose duty it 
was made to see after this matter, for non compliance with the 
order. ° 

The slaughter pens and market. houses are kept in a clean and 
sanitary condition. Water for drinking and culinary purposes is 
obtained almost without an exception throughout the county from 
wells and springs, and is geneerlly pure. I will say that I do not 
believe there is a better watered county in the State than this— 
both for the use of msn and beast. 

The school houses I believe are generally well kept, and in a 
fair sanitary condition They are fairly heated, and the majority 
are, I might say, too well ventilated. I have examined thecounty 
prison, and find it in a better condition as regards sanitation than 

` is usual, but do not consider the means for heating adequate for 
extremes of cold. The building is small and poorly constructed 
as regards ventilation, but so long as there are so few prisoners in- 
earcerated within its walls, as are now, it will serve the purposes 
intended. During the year there were twenty-nine prisoners con— 
fined, and out of this number there were only six cases of sickness; 
mostly of a malarial type, and none were of a very serious nature, 
I will here state, however, that one of this number was confined 
for safe keeping on account of lunacy, and, after several weeks of 
treatment, was so far restored as to be allowed to return to his 
family. Two others were confined for like reasons to the above, 
One, a son of the ‘Emerald Isle,” for only so long as he could be 
admitted into the State Asylum, and the other a negro man, who 
for some reason or other, is still retained, 

», The keeper of the county poor house reports only four inmates, 
qne case of sickness and one death from a fit—the subject a de- 
mented negro woman. 

I have endeavored in the foregoing to give as near 4 correct 
amen of facts as possible. A correct report of many things 
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of very great importance is, as I stated in the beginning, beyond 
my ability to collate, and in consequence this report may seem 
very meagré on some points, and be very unsatisfactory, but I 
trust that ajust conception of the whole matter occuring to your 
minds may absolve me from censure. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 


: TIPPAH COUNTY. 


Li 


REPORT OF W. D. CARTER, M. D., CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


I herewith submit to your honorable body my report for 1887, 
embracing the topics suggested by you. 

The population of Tippah county, by estimation, is fourteen 
thousand, the number of deaths seventy, or five per thousand. 
The amount offsickness less than ever known to the oldest in- 
habitants. Death rate greatly increased by phthisis pulmonalis 
and pericarditis. Diseases that have proved the most fatal are 
whooping-cough and dysentery. Whooping-cough made its" 
appearance at Ripley last spring and spread throughout a large 
portion of county. Fevers of all types were infrequent attrib- 
utable to the dry season. 

The greatest mortality, as before stated, was from phthisis 
pulmonalis and pericarditis and dysentery. No cpitlemics ex- 
cept whooping-cough. There were but few deaths from ma- 
larial fever, typho.marial or typhoid fevers. Bilious levers 
diu not appear until late in the season, and in a very mild 
form. Therate of mortality was not great in any month dw- 
ing the year. 

The months of May and June were healthy and could be said 
truthfully that there were an immunity from all diseases. This 
county bas been free of all diseases of an unusual character 
during the entire year. In the month of January whooping- 
cough appeared. In the month of August typhoid fever. No 
other epidemic, endemic, contagions or infectious diseases ap- 
peared in this county this vear. There was no yellow fever, 
small-pox, cholera, scarlet fever, “measles, cerebro-spiral men- 
engetis or diphtheria. 

The public schools of this connty have spread none of the 
diseases above mentioned. No diseases among animals the 
past year. No table kept by me and cannot state with accuracy 
the meterorological condition of each month of year, No cases 
have occurred to my observation bearing directly on the com- 
municality of disease. Only one explosion from kerosene oil. 
No unsanitary conditions in the county except mill ponds and 
stagnant ponds of water. Slaughter and market house kept 
in a sanitrry condition. Drivking water is. obtained from eis- 
terns and wells. No disease has been noticed this season from 
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the use of drinking water, Neither has there been any disease 
contracted from animals, We have only one public hall in 
this connty and itis kept in a good sanitary condition; well 
ventilated. The school housee in this county with but few 
exceptions are boxhouses with bad light, poorly heated 
but well ventilated. The county jail is a brick structure, near- 
ly square, with a hall running through the building. It is 
poorly ventilated and uot heated at all, Total number of pris- 
oners are fifteen; number of cases-of sickness two. Number of 
deaths one, cause of death lynching. Poor house, the name a 
synononym of wantand misery. I forbear further comment on 
this institution. The total number of inmates during the year 
15. Total number of cases of sickness 6. ‘Total number of 
deaths 3. I have not learned the cause of their deaths. There 
are two good Colleges in this county, both in good sanitary 
condition. 

I would suggest that the lawreiating to Tax Assessors be so 
amended as to make it a part of his duty to require him to 
register the death and birth, color, age and sex in connection 
with his other duties. 


TUNICA COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR. M. J. ALEXANDER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The number of inhabitants of Tunica county is ten thousand, 
of which one-third are white. 

The total number of deaths cannot be ascertained, as pnysi- 
cians bave no means of keeping a record except of those which 
they attend. Among negroes many deaths take place without 
knowledge of the physicians even in the immediate neighbor- 
hood. I judge’that half of the aggregate deaths in our county 
can only be recérded, and from that status I would place the 
number of deaths for the past year at fifty. 

The amount of sickness, from all causes, during the past 
year has been the!same as in previous years. The death rate 
was not so great,,the difference being about one-fifth. During 
the past year many deaths from consumption took place and it 
is noted, since the past five years, that this disease has claimed 
more victims every year. Ican.only attribute this increase of 
consumption, especially among saegroes, to syphilis infused 
into the blood through different generations, and syphilis, in- 
deed, is nearly general amongst that race. ` Other diseases were 
the same the past as previous years, pneumonia excepted, from 
which cause the death rate was less. Better houses were no 
doubt the cause of the decrease of pnenmonia or deaths from 
that cause, The months of „September and Ovtober were 
months of unsually high rates of mortality, whilst the rate of 
deaths in May and June, January and February were low. Ia 
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April, May, June, July and August measles were very preva~ 
lent and more so this past year than many previous years, No 
case of yellow fever, small—pox, cholera, scarlet fever, typhoid 
fever, cerehro-spinal meningitis and diphtheria. 

The attendance on public schools during the epidemic of 
measles, to some extent spread the disease. The winter months 
of December, 1886, January and February, 1887, were charac— 
terized by intense cold and. less rain than usually at that season. 
March was a wet month of changeable temperature. The 
months of April, May, June, July, August Septeniber and Oc- 
tober were noted for the want of rain; June, July, August and 
September for their high temperature. 

There were no accidents from the use of Kerosene oil, petro- 
leum, gasoline or other products of petroleum. There are no 
factors in our county which to a great extent affecié the sanitary 
condition of Tunica county, which can be remedied at present. 
Decaying vegetable matter of course is an ever—pregent hot— 
bed of disease in the bottom counties of our State. It is 
impossible fo furnish a complete list of births and deaths in 
our county as there are no means of keeping a record of same— 
most births taking place without assistance of medical men. I 
suggest that it be made compulsory upon the heads of families 
to report all births and deaths that take place in their house— 
holds to the respective members of the Board of Supervisors, 
and they ta the clerk of the courts. . 


WARREN COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. W. KING, ‘CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER, 


I herewith submit my report for the past year ; There being 
no registry kept of births, deaths, or contagious (diseases, ex~ 
cept in the city of Vicksburg, and there only of deaths, it will 
be impossible to answer many of the questions contained in 
your circular of November 8th, with any degree of certainty 
or accuracy. 

The number of inhabitants credited to Warren county in the 
census of 1880, is 31,242, of which number 15,344 were males, 
and 15,898 females. The city of Vicksburg at that time con- 
tained some 12,000 inhabitants. The population of Vicksburg 
is now estimated to bein the neighborhood of 18,000, while 
that of the county, outside of the city, to have remained about 
as in 1880, so tbat- I estimate the present population of the 
county to be 37,000. . 

I can find no date on which to base an estimate of the num- 
ber of deaths in the county, but believe from inquiries made 
in a general way, that the mortality has been unusually low 
during the past year. 


METEOROLOGICAL SUMMARY. 


Vicksburg, Mississippi, 1887. - 
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The amount of sickness has been considerably less than for 
a number of years previous, and from inquiries made of phys- 
icians, I estimate the diminution at from 20 to.25 per cent, 

There have been no endemic or epidemic diseases in the 
county for the past year, and no one disease, or class of dis- 
eases to cause any unusual mortality. There have been no 
cases of yellow fever or cholera. 

There have been a few cases of scarlet fever of a mild type, 
one of small pox. an imported case, which was sent to the pest 
house, and recovered, a few of typhoid fever, measles and 
whooping cough. I have heard of no cases of cerebro spinal 
meningitis or diphtheria. , 

There are no cases of any of the above diseases In the county 
now, and have not been for several months. So far as I can 
ascertain. ~ hev- not heard of any instance where attendance 
on ie „aute schools has spread any of the diseases mention- 
ed in No. 16, 

I know of no diseases occurring in animals during past year, 
nor of any instance in which disease has been contracted from ` 
them, or from the use of impure milk. 

There have been no peculiar or unnsual meteorological con- 
ditions during the past year. In a general way the winter was 
rather dry and mild. the spring early, dry in its first months, 
with-a long rainy spell in May; the summer was dry and pleas- 
ant, there being but very few warm days; the fall has been 
mild and dry, and to date the present winter late in opening. 

.Through the courtesy of Mr. J. W. Byram, Sergeant Signal 
Corps of Vicksburg, Mississippi, I attach a report showing the 
meteorological condition for each month for 1887 to December 
Ist, at Vicksburg. 

I know of no accidents from use of kerosene oil, petrolenm, 
gasoline, or other product of petroleum. 

I have from time to time inspected the slaughter houses, 
market house and butcher's stalls. There have been a few 
complaints of one or two of the slaughter pens during the hot 
months. These I immediately inspected and when I found 
them unsanitary, had the owners to clean and disinfect, which 
they generally did as soon as notified. The market house and 
butcher’s stalls are all kept in fair sanitary condition. The 
water for drinking and culinary purposes, asa rule, is obtained 
from cisterns, and is pure, ' 

We have a system of waterworks under way for Vicksburg 
and hope to have them in operation during the early part of 
next year. The water will be taken from the Mississippi river 
and filtered before distribution, and will doubtless prove pure 
and wholesome. l 

There is one theater and fiye or six public halls in Vieks- 
burg. They are all well ventilated, and the facilities for exit 
in most cases ample. 

There are in the tity of Vicksburg three school houses. 
These are all new, kaving been built during the past eighteen 
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months, and are in good sanitary condition. Two are for white 
and one for colored children. They are properly ventilated, 
heated and lighted. The school population of the city is, how- 
ever, in excess of the capacity of the buildings, and as a result 
the schools are overcrowded. 

There are only nine school houses- in the county. These 
were built some fifteen years ago, and are in need of repairs. 
They are well ventilated, but in most instances not properly 
heated and lighted. eg 

There are seventy-six public schools in the county outside of 
Vicksburg; twenty-five white and fifty-seven colored. * With 
the exception of the above nine school houses, they are as o 
rule held in churches, which are unsuited in most instances tor 
the purposes to which trey are put, being neither properly 
lighted, ventilated or heated, 

I have inspected the county jail and find it kept in fair sant, 
tary condition. It is properly ventilated and heated. I was 
unable to ascertain the total number of prisoners who have 

_ been confined in it for the past year, the books of the jailor 
having been stolen some months since. There is no record 
kept of cases of disease and deaths. There are at present 
twenty-four inmates; seven of these are lunatics, and provision 
ought to De made for their removal to one of the insane asy- 
lums. One of these Innatics has been in the jail some two and 
a-half years, and the balance from five to fifteen months. 

I have inspected the county pocr house and find its sanitary 
condition fair. There have been eighteen inmates during the 
past year. There have been a few cases of sickness ; one of 
paralysis, one of pneumonia, one of rheumatism, and several 
of intermittent and remittent fever. There have been six 
deaths, one from pneumonia, one from old age, and four from 
general debility. 

The only otber public building I know of is the county court 
house which I have inspected and found in good sanitary con- 
dition, 

As there is no records of births and none of deaths outside of 


Vicksburg, it is impossible to answer questions propounded in 
No. 35. 


WASHINGTON . COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. J. S. WALKER, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


The medical history of Washington county, for the year end- 
ing Dec. Ist, 1887, has not been an eventful one. No epidemic 
of any kind has prevailed, and sickness from all causes has been 
at least twenty per cent. less than in previous years, exclusive of 
last year. No case of yellow fever, small pox, cholera, scarlet 
fever, typhoid fever, cerebro-spinal-meningitis, or diptheria has 
been brought to my notice. The diminished prevalence ot dis- 
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ease is attributable to fuvorable meteorological conditions, im- 
proved drainage, aud generally a better supply of drinking 
water. 

The population of this county is estimated to be about forty- 
two thousand and rapidly increasing, from natural causes and 
immigration. In the absence of any official registration of 
births and deaths it is impossible to estimate, with any degree 
of aceuracy, this per centage of the whole population. 

I have not learned of any instances of the spread of disease 
consequent upon the attendance of the public schools. No un- 
usual disease, nor any of an epidemic character has prevailed 
among animals, and no instances of the communication of dis- 
ease from animals tó man, either directly or through the medium 
of impure milk has been reported to me. 

No serious accident from the use of kerosene oil, petroleum, 
gasoline or other product of petroleum, has come to my knowl- 
edge. 

The slaughter houses and butcher shops are usually kept in a 
clean and sanitary condition. 

The Greenville Opera House, the only place of public amuse-. 
ment in the city, is well ventilated and heated, and the main 
hall is well provided with means of egress in case of fire, but 
tne gallery is not, and, in the event of such an accident, with a 
crowded house, would be a source of danger. The school houses 
are reported as in good sanitary condition, properly ventilated, 
heated aad lighted. The county jail is in good sanitary condi- 
tion, and as well heated, ventilated and lighted as its faulty 
construction will permit. Between December Ist, 1886, and 
December ist, 1887, there were confined in the jail, including 
lunatics and paupers, four hundred and fourteen persons, with 
an average detention of thirteen days each. As medical service 
is furnished ‘prisoners by contract, no special record of cases 
has been kept, but there has been very little sickness among 
them, and énly three deaths, ore from pneumonia and two from 
lunacy—cause not otherwise reported. e 

The following meteorological table, omitting the barometrical 
observations, was compiled from the records kept by the Board 
of Levee: Commissioners, 2nd District, located at this place; 
and, in part, explains the healthful influences which have ‘pre- 
vailed in this county : 
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METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 
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"THERMOMETER, ER daf 
Month and year. Helge lets 
Highest|Lowest| Averages = 15 3 |O P 
1886—December..... 75 19 | 45.53 12 97) 16 |15 9 
1887—January, ......... 75 9 44.32 [3,62] 15 ‘J13, 7 
February........ 79 35 57.50 [4,41] 8 {20/18 
March. 2 occ eles 85 37 60.64 2.74 19 412) 4 
Eeer ads 93 33 65.58 |1-99) 26 | 4] 4 
MAY ice cs estates 91 55 75.59 |3 13) 22 | 9| 9 
June 97 51 80 4 .28| 20° {10110 
UY cise aide teri 97 70 82.63 |5 62| 21 [10/12 
August...... .....4 95 65 80.75 12.20! 26 | 5| 7 
September....... 93 55 75.20 |3 61| 23 | 7] 2 
October......... 83 37 61.10 13.76) 23 | 3) 5 
November........| 72 26 54.47 | o 20 j10' 6 


This shows the, highest temperature for the winter months to 
have been 79 deg., lowest 9 deg., average 49.12 deg. ; rainfall 
ll inches; clear or fair days 42, cloudy days 58; days upon 
which there was rain 29. 

Spring months, highest temperature, 98 deg,, lowest 37 deg., 
average 67.2] deg.; rainfall, 7.86 inches; clear or fair days, 67 ; 
cloudy days, 25; days upon which there was rain, 17. 

Summer months, highest temperature, 97 deg.; lowest, 61 
deg.; average, 81.13 deg.! rainfall, 12.10 inches; clear or fair 
days, 67; cloudy days, 25; days upon which there was rain, 29. 

Fall months, highest temperature, 93 deg., lowest 26 deg., 
avcrage 63.59 deg.; rainfall, 8.34 inches ; clear or fair days 66; 
cloudy days, 25; days upon which there was rain, 13. 

Average temperature for the year, 65.27 deg.; total rainfall, 
39.30 inches; clear or fair days, 241; cloudy days, 123 ;-days 
upon which there was rain, 88. 

Appreciating the necessity of a complete and accurate regis— 
tration of vital and mortuary statistics, to a comprehensive 
study of the diseases of this State, I would suggest to the 
Board the importance of procuring at the coming session of the 
Legislature the enactment of such laws as will secure prompt 
and complete reports from all physicians and other persons 
whose opportunities enable them to furnish desirable informa- 
tion cn these matters. 


WILKINSON COUNTY. 
REPORT OF DR, E. L. M’GEHEE, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 


Seventeen thousand eight hundred and fifteen persons re- 
sided in Wilki nson county in 1880, when the’ last census was 
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taken. Many have gone, yet many have come, so the num- 

ber remains about the same. Taking onr metropolis, Wood- 

ville, as a basis of calculation, which contains nine hundred 

- and sixty inhabitants, among whomeight deaths have oc- 
curred in the last twelve months, we conclude that there has 
been about (136) one hundred and thirty-six deaths in Wilkin- 
son county, during last year. About 8 to the 1,000. Note the 
low rate of mortality. 

The amount of sickness from all causes during the past year 
has been about one third less than average. Probably there 
has been a like decrease in death rate. Measles has been more 
prevalent, and the cause of more deaths than usual. A few 
sporadic cases of whooping-cough, and measles have been en- 
dermic for two years, the latter more general and fatal this 
year. The varied forms of malaria, the great enemy of the 
human family in this latitude, have been conspicuously infre- 
quent this year, attributable to the dryness of the soil, Early 
in the spring the low lands dried, and the water fall has been 
much less than usual. In August and September there is 
usually most sickness, and a marked decrease after frost. This 
year, 1887,is an exception, for since 28rd of Oct., when first de- 
cided frost appeared, there has been more sickness, most of the 
increase, due to catarrhal affection from suddex atmospheric 
changes. November gives us the highest rate of mortality of 
any month. Typhoid fever has been frequently met with by 

-One of the physicians, who has enjoyed a large practice. Our 
personal observation leads us to believe it is a very rare disease 
in this country, In eleven years we have only met with four 
well marked cases, Typho-malarial fever is encountered often. 
Measles in June, July, August and September, has been en- 
dermic in certain localities. In Woodville now, there are fifteen 
cases—some whooping-cough, in different sections all the year. 
cerebro-spinal meningitis, two cases, produced by exposure to 
excessive heat in September, when for a few minutes before a 
storm, thermometer registered 98° and 99° farenheit, but would 
fall rapidly in a few hours. There has been no Yellow fever, 
small-pox, cholera, scarlet fever, or diphtheria in Wilkinson 
county within past year. Doubtless the spread of whooping- 
‘cough and measles has been favored by attendance on public 
‘schools, . 

Acclimating fever among Jersey cattle, distemper among 
horses, though not fatal during spring and summer. At this 
‘writing, many dogs and hogs have been innoculated with hydro- 
phobia in the southern part of this country. The lethargy of 
the people about the spread of this disease is appalling, Dr. D. 
U. Dalles conclusions:concerning Pasteur’s preventive innocula- 
tion to the contrary, notwithstanding; two cases of Leprosy re- 
side in tuis county, a- mother and son. The son has six chil- 
dren, no communication by hereditary of contact as yet'ob-— 
Servable. No deaths in this county during the year, by kero- 
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sene oil, but some conflagrations. Importation of the expiosive 
cheap coal oil should be prohibited by law. 

Though Wilkinson County is well watered, the drainage is 
good, generally. This could be improved in some localities. 
Many show an utter disregard of sanitary laws in choosing site 
for dwellings. Slaughter pens, market houses and butcher 
stalls are kept clean, and in a sanitary condition. The chief 
source of our malarial diseases is the drinking water, the dis- 
tance from the house and not purity and depth of the vein that 
supplies the spring determines the source of the drinking 
water with many of our citizens, Prevalence of malarial flux 
in families who drink from certain springs was noticeable, 
‘Three public halls are in this couuty, well ventilated, but not 
‘sufficiently provided with fire escapes. Some of the school 
houses are in sanitary condition, others have not sufficient 
ventilation, others too much. None of the public school 
houses are properly heated. Old, dilapidated, deserted build- 
ängs are the public dispensaries, open four months in the 
year, where the government distributes knowledge, redounding 
chiefly to the benefit of the teachers’ pockets, Our jail is kept 
-clean and in a sanitary condition, some parts of it is deficiently 
ventilated. Fifty-four prisoners have been confined this year, 
‘with little sickness and no deaths. Sanitary condition of poor- 
house good, and only four inmates, one death from senile 
‘debility. 

I regret my inability to give a list of births and deaths. 
The valuable law requiring vital and mortuary record has be- 
come a dead letter. The benefit of it is apparent, and we 
hope yet to see it enforced, for nothing will more effectually 
correct the erroneous -impressions concerning the health of 
this country. 
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YALOBUSHA COUNTY. 


REPORT OF DR. H. A. GANT, CHIEF HEALTH OFFICER. 
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‘Owing to the fact that I have been absent from the State 
since the circular of instructions was sent out to County Health 
Officers to guide them in making their reports, and that I have 
not had time to visit different portions of the county, to gather 
statistics and other information since my return, it will be im- 
possible to cover as fully and accurately all the points sug- 
gested in said circular as I would like. 

The population of this county is estimated to be about 16,000, 
nearly equally divided between whites and blacks, the number 
of deaths for the year at 320, 20 per thousand. . 

The amount of sickness has been somewhat less than tor 
previous years and the rate of mortality not quite so great, due 
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to the fact that the malarial diseases were of a milder type— 
there having been fewer cases than usual of severe congestive 
fevers, Hæmaturia, etc., and that we had no special diseases 
from which a greater mortality than usual resulted. 

The malarial diseases prevailed principally during the 
months of July, August, September and October, and during 
July and August Dysentery was prevalent to a cértain extent, 
but was not severe in type except in the western portion of the 
county, where a number of deaths were reported, the mortality, 
however, not being in excess of other years. 

During the year we have had no cases of Yellow fever, small- 
pox or cholera. 

In the month of June geveral cases of fever with all the 
symptoms of Scarlatina occurred, but the disease Was not ma- 
lignant, and the precautions taken to prevent its spreading 

“were quite successful, 

In August, there were, perhaps a half dozen cases of measles 
in the town of Water Valley, but though severe in type there 
were no deaths, and the disease was confined to one or two 
families, there were other cases reported from different portions 
of the county, but no deaths. 

In the latter part of September there was a death in Water 
Valley from diphtheria, the case was isolated anu no others 
developed. The theory is that thecliild contracted the disease 
in Jackson, Tenn., where it had recently been on a visit, and 
where a number of cases of the disease were reported at the 
time. . 

There were few cases of typhoid fever uncomplicated with 
malarial during the yegr, and none of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
reported. Whooping=cough prevailed in some localities to a 
very small extent, and was mild in type and easily controlled. 
None of the diseases of typhoid type could be traced to any 
special cause other than malaria. i 

Attendance on the public schools of the county during the 
past year has not been materially interfered with from the pre- 
valence of any disease, and has not caused the spread of any uf - 
the diseases mentioned in question No. 16 of circular, No ` 
disease of any consequence occurred among animals, except 
two or three cases of charbon during the month of August. 

I have kept no record of the meteorological conditions dur- 
ing the year, but there was less rain fall: during the summer 
months than there had been for many years, the county suffer. 
ing a prolonged drouth, extending from June to the middle of 
‘October, with the exception of very light rains. The water 
supply grew less and less until many of the wells in the county 
failed entirely, 

_ No loss of life from the use of kerosene oil, petroleum, gaso- 
dine, or other product of petroleum is reported, although a gin 
house antl thirteen bales of cotton were destroyed from the use 
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of a coal oil lamp, and two men narrowly escaped with their 
lives, ` ' 

No unsanitary conditions to report, A number of nuisances | 
have been abated during the year, and the sanitary condition | 
of the county at presentis good. Slaughter houses and butcher 
stalls give rise to considerable trouble, but are kept in generally | 
good condition, : 

Water for drinking and culinary purposes is obtained mostly 
from wells andis generally pure. No special prevalence of. 
disease can be traced to that source. : 

I know of no instance where disease has been contracted ` 
from animals or impure milk. e 

There are no. theatres proper in the county, but a publie hall 
at Coffeeville known as Newberger Hall and one at Water 
Valley known as German Hall, besides the City Hall, . which is 
also used as the Court House of the Second Judicial District óf 
the county and the Court House at Coffeeville. These are all 
properly ventilated and provided with ample means of escape 
in case of fire, except the two halls named, which in my opin- 
jon have not sufficient means of exit. Have examined the 
county jail which is properly ventilated and in good sanitary 
condition, but not well heated, Number of prisoners confined 
therein during the year 40. No sickness of a serious nature 
and no deaths. 

The Poor House is in good sanitary condition. Number of 
inmates 12. No sickness no deaths. Public school buildings 
are also in good sanitary condition generally. ; 

It is impossible to give a correct list of the births and deaths 
that have occurred in the county during the year, as no regis- 
tration of vital and mortuary statistics is kept in the county, 

and very probably never will be, unless itis made the impera- 
tive duty of the Health Officer, and he is paid a salary commen- 
surate with the importance of the duties required and the 
magnitude of the work necessary properly to fulfill these duties. 
It.is certain that for the mere nominal sum allowed the Health 
Officer by the Board of Supervisors of this county, he cannot 
devote to the work that time and attention that should be given | 
it. I suppose other counties in the State do no better than | 
this one, and it is to be hoped the present Legislature will act ` 
-upon the suggestions made by the Governor in his Message to | 
the preceding one and regulate these salaries in. such a man- , 
ner ag will secure,to the State the immense benefits to be de- 
rived from a thorough and effective corps of sanitary officers. . 
All of which is very respectfully submitted. : 


